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ANINVITATIONTO THE READER

We are glad you have received The Great Controversy Bible
Sudy Guide. It is our prayer that you will go through these
lessons and draw closer to Christ; the One who offers you
friendship, peace, and eternal life.

If there is an address in the box below, this guide is offered to
you as a gift from a Bible school. Your school may utilize this
guidein one of two possible ways.

The guide may or may not contain an answer section in the
back. When thereisone, you may refer toit to verify your answers.
Upon completion, if you wish to have your certificate validated,
remove and send only your certificate to the address below for
signature by aninstructor.

If an address is present but your guide does not contain an
answer section; then, upon compl etion, you may send your entire
completed guidefor verification and have your certificate signed.

In either situation, al you have mailed to us will be returned
with additional free study materias. If at any time you have
additional Bible questions, you may send them, and aninstructor
will respond.

You may have been aChristian al your life, or thismay beyour
first opportunity to learn about the wonderful love of Jesus; in
either case, this time you spend in the Word of God will be a
rich blessing. May the Lord fill you with peace as you seek to
know Him better.

FOR MORE STUDY MATERIALS WRITE:




SUGGESTIONSFOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY
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PRAY FOR
GUIDANCE

READTHE
QUESTION

FINDTHE
ANSWER

CONTEMPLATE
THERESULTS

CONTINUE
TOSTUDY

Each time you study, pray for discernment and
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Approach your
study with an open mind. Avoid preconceived
ideas that may have a negative influence on
your search for truth.

Read each question slowly taking extratimeto
contemplate and understand it. Thiswill result
in the greatest benefit from your study.

Useany Bibletolook up thereferencetext listed
below the answer space. Read the reference and
surrounding texts to gain an understanding of
their context. Write a concise answer on the
blanks provided in your study guide. If you
want to confirm your answer you may look it up
in the answer section located in the back.

For a deeper understanding, read and compare
the reference texts in multiple versions
of Scripture. Use a concordance, column
references, and adictionary tolook up unfamiliar
words and search for other related texts.

Reread the question and answer, then read the
commentary. Contemplate the significance of
what you have just studied and ask for wisdom
fromthe Lord to help you know how to apply it
toyour life.

It isour prayer that you will continue to study
God’'sWord. We encourage you to contact your
source for this guide and obtain other
inspirational materials that will aid in your
spiritual growth.



SUGGESTIONSFOR GROUP STUDY
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ASSIGNA
LEADER

PREDETERMINE
STUDY METHODS

PRE-STUDY
THELESSON

BEGINWITH
PRAYER

READ QUESTION

READANSWER
& COMMENTARY

DISCUSSION

TESTIMONY

It isimportant to appoint an individual to lead your
study group. Thismay beapastor, church leader, or
ashared responsibility among the group members.
This individual’s responsibility is to keep the
discussion objective and encourage participation.

Make a group decision whether to include outside
materials in your study sessions. As a rule, study
time will be most fruitful when the focus is on
Biblical references.

Encourage each member of your group to study
the lesson prior to meeting. This will result in the
greatest benefit to each individual as well as
enhancing higher ability to participatein discussion.

Each time you meet always invite the Lord to be
present in your study session and the Holy Spirit to
be your guide.

The group leader may read or appoint another
member of the group to read the questions.

The group leader can ask for volunteersto give the
answer and related commentary. When timeallows,
ask for answers derived from various translations
to increase participation and understanding.

The most benefit will be gained if the leader does
not lecture the group but rather leads it. Each
member of the group should be encouraged to
participateinthe capacity he/sheiscomfortablewith.
One member of the group should not dominate the
discussion. Encourage sensitivity to the feelings
and opinions of others even in disagreement.

Have atime at the beginning or end of your session
for brief testimonies. Thiscan begeneral or limited
to the subject matter being studied.
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TheOriginof Evil - 1

(1) WHY ISGOD NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR SIN?

James1:13

It is impossible to explain the origin
of sin so as to give a reason for its
existence. Yet enough may be under-
stood concerning both the origin and
the final disposition of sin to
make fully manifest the justice and
benevolence of God inall Hisdealings
with evil. Nothingismoreplainly taught
in Scripture than that God was in no
wiseresponsiblefor theentrance of sin;

8

that therewas no arbitrary withdrawal of
divinegrace, no deficiency inthedivine
government, that gave occasion for the
uprising of rebellion.

(@ WHAT ISTHE BIBLICAL DE-
FINITION OF SIN?

1 John 3:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:7

Sin is an intruder, for whose presence
no reason can begiven. Itismysterious,
unaccountable; to excuseit isto defend
it. Could excusefor it befound, or cause
be shown for itsexistence, it would cease
to be sin. Our only definition of sin is



TheGreat Controvery BibleSudy Guide

that given in the word of God; it is
“the transgression of the law;” it isthe
outworking of aprincipleat war with the
great law of lovewhichisthefoundation
of the divine government.

(3 WHAT FOUR FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES CHARACTERIZE THE
GOVERNMENT OF GOD?

Psalms 89:14

Thelaw of love being the foundation of
the government of God, the happiness
of all created beings depended upon
their perfect accord with its great
principles of righteousness. God desires
fromall Hiscreaturesthe serviceof love-
homage that springs from an intelligent
appreciation of His character. He takes
no pleasure in aforced alegiance, and
toal Hegrantsfreedom of will, that they
may render Him voluntary service.

(4 WHOVIOLATED GOD’' SLAWAND
BECAMETHEAUTHOR OF SIN?

|saiah 14:12; Revelation 12:7-9

But there was one that chose to pervert
thisfreedom. Sin originated with himwho,
next to Christ, had been most honored of
God and who stood highest in power and
glory among the inhabitants of heaven.

(5) IN WHAT STATE DID GOD
CREATE LUCIFER?

Ezekiel 28:15

Before hisfall, Lucifer was first of the
covering cherubs, holy and undefiled.

(6) WHAT PHYSICAL TRAIT DID
LUCIFER CHOOSE TODWELL UPON
WHICH EVENTUALLY BROUGHT
HIM TO THE SINFUL DESIRE OF
SELFEXULTATION?

Ezekiel 28:17

Lucifer might haveremainedinfavor with
God, beloved and honored by all the
angelic host, exercising hisnoble powers
toblessothersand to glorify hisMaker. .
.. Littleby little, Lucifer cametoindulgea
desire for self-exaltation. . . . Instead of
seeking to make God supreme in the
affectionsand dlegiance of Hiscreatures,
it was Lucifer’'s endeavor to win their
service and homage to himself. And
coveting the honor which the infinite
Father had bestowed upon His Son, this
princeof angel saspired to power whichit
was the prerogative of Christ alone
towield.

WHAT IS THE RESULT OF
REBELLIONAGAINST GOD’ SLAW?

Romans 6:23

All heaven had rejoiced to reflect the
Creator’s glory and to show forth His
praise. And while God wasthus honored,
all had been peace and gladness. But a
note of discord now marred the celestial
harmonies. The service and exaltation of
self, contrary to the Creator’s plan,
awakened forebodings of evil in minds
towhom God'sglory was supreme. The
heavenly councils pleaded with L ucifer.
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The Son of God presented before him
the greatness, the goodness, and the
justice of the Creator, and the sacred,
unchanging nature of His law. God
Himself had established the order of
heaven; and in departing fromit, Lucifer
would dishonor his Maker, and bring
ruinupon himself. But thewarning, given
ininfinitelove and mercy, only aroused
a spirit of resistance. Lucifer allowed
jealousy of Christ to prevail, and he
became the more determined.

(8 WHAT DID LUCIFER'S SELF-
PRIDE LEAD HIM TO DESIRE?

Isaiah 14:13,14

Pride in his own glory nourished the
desire for supremacy. The high honors
conferred upon Lucifer were not
appreciated asthe gift of God and called
forth no gratitude to the Creator. He
gloried in his brightness and exaltation,
and aspired to be equal with God. He
was beloved and reverenced by the
heavenly host. Angels delighted to
execute his commands, and he was
clothed with wisdom and glory above
them all. Yet the Son of God was the
acknowledged Sovereign of heaven, one
in power and authority with the Father.
In all the councils of God, Christ was a
participant, while Lucifer was not
permitted thus to enter into the divine
purposes. “Why,” questioned this
mighty angel, “should Christ have the
supremacy? Why is He thus honored
abovelLucifer?’

(99 WHAT REPUTATION DID
LUCIFER'S CONSPIRACY OF DE-
CEPTION EARN FOR HIM?

John 8:44; Revelation 12:10

Leaving his place in the immediate
presence of God, Lucifer went forth to
diffuse the spirit of discontent among
the angels. Working with mysterious
secrecy, and for a time concealing his
real purpose under an appearance of
reverence for God, he endeavored to
excite dissatisfaction concerning the
laws that governed heavenly beings,
intimating that they imposed an
unnecessary restraint. Since their
natures were holy, he urged that the
angels should obey the dictates of their
ownwill. He sought to create sympathy
for himself by representing that God had
dealt unjustly with him in bestowing
supreme honor upon Christ. He claimed
that in aspiring to greater power and
honor he was not aiming at self-
exaltation, but was seeking to secure
liberty for all the inhabitants of heaven,
that by thismeansthey might attainto a
higher state of existence.

(10) WHATTRAITSOFCHARACTER
DID GOD EXHIBIT IN DEALING
WITH LUCIFER?

Romans2:4

God in His great mercy bore long
with Lucifer. He was not immediately
degraded from his exalted station when
hefirst indulged the spirit of discontent,
nor even when he began to present
hisfalse claims before the loyal angels.
Long was heretained in heaven. Again
and again he was offered pardon on

10
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condition of repentance and submis-
sion. Such efforts as only infinite love
and wisdom could devise were madeto
convince him of hiserror. The spirit of
discontent had never before been
known in heaven. Lucifer himself did
not at first see whither he was drifting;
he did not understand the real nature of
his feelings. But as his dissatisfaction
was proved to bewithout cause, Lucifer
was convinced that he was in the
wrong, that the divine claimswerejust,
and that he ought to acknowledge them
as such before all heaven. Had he done
this, he might have saved himself and
many angels. He had not at this time
fully cast off his allegiance to God.
Though he had forsaken his position
as covering cherub, yet if he had been
willing to return to God, acknowledging
the Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to
fill the place appointed him in God's
great plan, he would have been
reinstated in his office. But pride
forbade him to submit. He persistently
defended his own course, maintained
that he had no need of repentance, and
fully committed himself, in the great
controversy, against his Maker.

(11) DURING HIS REBELLION
HOW MANY ANGELS DID SATAN
MANAGE TODECEIVE?

Revelation 12:4

All the powers of his master mind were
now bent to the work of deception, to
secure the sympathy of the angelsthat
had been under his command. Even
the fact that Christ had warned and
counseled him was perverted to serve
his traitorous designs. To those
whose loving trust bound them most

closely to him, Satan had represented
that he was wrongly judged, that his
position was not respected, and that
his liberty was to be abridged. From
misrepresentation of the words of
Christ he passed to prevarication and
direct falsehood, accusing the Son of
God of a design to humiliate him
before the inhabitants of heaven. He
sought also to make a false issue
between himself and the loyal angels.
All whom he could not subvert and
bring fully to his side he accused of
indifference to the interests of
heavenly beings. The very work
which he himself was doing he
charged upon those who remained
trueto God. And to sustain his charge
of God’'s injustice toward him, he
resorted to misrepresentation of the
words and acts of the Creator. It was
his policy to perplex the angels with
subtle arguments concerning the
purposes of God. Everything that
was simple he shrouded in mystery,
and by artful perversion cast doubt
upon the plainest statements of
Jehovah. His high position, in such
close connection with the divine
administration, gave greater force to
his representations, and many were
induced to unite with him in rebellion
against Heaven's authority.

(12) WHY DID GOD INHISINFINITE
WISDOM ALLOW SATAN TOFULLY
REVEAL HISTRUE CHARACTER?

Proverbs10:9; Numbers32:23

God in Hiswisdom permitted Satan to
carry forward hiswork, until the spirit
of disaffection ripened into active

11
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revolt. It was necessary for his plans
to be fully developed, that their true
nature and tendency might be seen by
all. Lucifer, asthe anointed cherub, had
been highly exalted; he was greatly
loved by the heavenly beings, and his
influence over them was strong. God's
government included not only the
inhabitants of heaven, but of all the
worlds that He had created; and Satan
thought that if he could carry the angels
of heaven with him in rebellion, he
could carry also the other worlds. He
had artfully presented his side of the
question, employing sophistry and
fraud to secure his objects. His power
to deceive was very great, and by
disguising himself in a cloak of
falsehood he had gained an advantage.
Even the loyal angels could not fully
discern his character or see to what
hiswork was leading.

(13) WHY DIDN'T GOD DESTROY
SATAN AT THE ONSET OF HIS
REBELLION?

Job 37:23

Even when it was decided that he could
no longer remain in heaven, Infinite
Wisdom did not destroy Satan. Sincethe
service of love can alone be acceptable
to God, the allegiance of His creatures
must rest upon a conviction of His
justiceand benevolence. Theinhabitants
of heaven and of other worlds, being
unprepared to comprehend the nature
or consequences of sin, could not then
have seen the justice and mercy of God
inthe destruction of Satan. Had he been
immediately blotted from existence, they
would have served God from fear rather
than from love. The influence of the

deceiver would not have been fully
destroyed, nor would the spirit of
rebellion have been utterly eradicated.
Evil must be permitted to come to
maturity. For the good of the entire
universe through ceaseless ages Satan
must more fully develop his principles,
that his charges against the divine
government might be seen in their true
light by all created beings, that thejustice
and mercy of God and theimmutability
of His law might forever be placed
beyond all question.

Satan’'srebellion wasto bealesson to the
universe through all coming ages, a
perpetual testimony to the nature and
terrible results of sin. The working out of
Satan’srule, itseffectsupon bothmenand
angels, would show what must bethefruit
of setting aside the divine authority. It
would testify that with the existence of
God's government and His law is bound
up the well-being of dl the creatures He
has made. Thusthe history of thisterrible
experiment of rebellionwasto be perpetua
safeguard to al holy intelligences, to
prevent them from being decelved as to
the nature of transgression, to save
them from committing sin and suffering
its punishments.

(14) TO WHAT CATASTROPHIC
EVENT DID SATAN’'S REBELLION
LEAD?

Revelation 12:7-9; Luke 10:18

To the very close of the controversy in
heaven the great usurper continued to
justify himself. When it was announced
that with al hissympathizershe must be
expelled from the abodes of bliss, then

12
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the rebel leader boldly avowed his
contempt for the Creator’s law. He
reiterated his claim that angels needed
no control, but should be left to follow
their own will, which would ever guide
them right. He denounced the divine
statutes as a restriction of their liberty
and declared that it was his purpose to
secure the abolition of law; that, freed
from this restraint, the hosts of heaven
might enter upon a more exalted, more
glorious state of existence.

(15 AFTER BEING CAST FROM
HEAVEN, WHERE DID SATAN SEEK
TO ESTABLISH HISKINGDOM?

Revelation 12:9

The same spirit that prompted rebellion
in heaven still inspires rebellion on
earth. Satan has continued with men the
same policy which he pursued with the
angels. His spirit now reigns in the
children of disobedience. Like himthey
seek to break down the restraints of
thelaw of God and promise men liberty
through transgression of its precepts.
Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit
of hatred and resistance. When God's
messages of warning are brought
home to the conscience, Satan leads
men to justify themselves and to seek
the sympathy of othersin their course
of sin. Instead of correcting their
errors, they excite indignation against
the reprover, as if he were the sole
cause of difficulty. From the days of
righteous Abel to our own time such
is the spirit which has been displayed
toward those who dareto condemn sin.

By the same misrepresentation of the
character of God as he had practiced in

heaven, causing Him to be regarded as
severe and tyrannical, Satan induced
man to sin. And having succeeded thus
far, he declared that God’'s unjust
restrictionshad led to man’sfall, asthey
had led to his own rebellion.

(16) WHAT ISTHE TRUE NATURE
OF GOD’' SCHARACTER?

Exodus 34:6,7

(17) HOW DID GOD DEMON-
STRATE HIS GREAT LOVE AND
MERCY?

John 3:16

In the banishment of Satan from heaven,
God declared Hisjustice and maintained
the honor of His throne. But when man
had sinned through yielding to the
deceptions of this apostate spirit, God
gavean evidence of Hisloveby yielding
up His only-begotten Son to die for the
fallenrace. Intheaonement the character
of Godisreveaed. The mighty argument
of the cross demonsgtrates to the whole
universe that the course of sin which
Lucifer had chosen was in no wise
chargeable upon the government of God.

(18) HOWDIDEVIL MEN VERBALIZE
SATAN’S MALICIOUS INTENT TO
DESTROY JESUS DURING HIS
EARTHLY MINISTRY?

Mark 15:13

13
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In the contest between Christ and
Satan, during the Saviour’s earthly
ministry, the character of the great
deceiver was unmasked. Nothing could
so effectually have uprooted Satan from
the affections of the heavenly angels
and thewhole loyal universeasdid his
cruel warfare upon the world’s
Redeemer. The daring blasphemy of his
demand that Christ should pay him
homage, his presumptuous boldness
in bearing Him to the mountain summit
and the pinnacle of the temple, the
malicious intent betrayed in urging
Him to cast Himself down from the
dizzy height, the unsleeping malice that
hunted Him from place to place,
inspiring the hearts of priests and
people to reject His love, and at the
lasttocry, “Crucify Him! crucify Him!—
all this excited the amazement and
indignation of the universe.

Now the guilt of Satan stood forth
without excuse. He had revealed histrue
character asaliar and amurderer. It was
seenthat thevery same spirit withwhich
he ruled the children of men, who were
under his power, he would have
manifested had he been permitted to
control the inhabitants of heaven. He
had claimed that the transgression of
God’s law would bring liberty and
exaltation; but it was seen to result in
bondage and degradation.

(199 WHATDID GODACCOMPLISH
BY THE SACRIFICE OF HIS SON
THAT REVEALED HISCHARACTER
TOTHEUNIVERSE?

2 Corinthians 5:18

God had manifested His abhorrence of
the principles of rebellion. All heaven
saw His justice revealed, both in the
condemnation of Satan and in the
redemption of man. Lucifer had declared
that if the law of God was changeless,
and its penalty could not be remitted,
every transgressor must be forever
debarred from the Creator’ sfavor. Hehad
claimed that the sinful race were placed
beyond redemption and were therefore
hisrightful prey. But the death of Christ
was an argument in man’'s behalf that
could not be overthrown. The penalty
of thelaw fell upon Him who was equal
with God, and man was free to accept
the righteousness of Christ and by alife
of penitence and humiliation to triumph,
as the Son of God had triumphed, over
the power of Satan. Thus God isjust and
yet thejustifier of al who beievein Jesus.

(200 WHAT WAS THE SPECIFIC
MISSION OF CHRIST?

Matthew 5:17

But it was not merely to accomplish
the redemption of man that Christ came
to the earth to suffer and to die. He
came to “magnify the law” and to
“makeit honorable.” Not alonethat the
inhabitants of thisworld might regard
thelaw asit should be regarded; but it
was to demonstrate to all the worlds
of the universe that God’s law is
unchangeable. Could its claims have
been set aside, then the Son of God
need not have yielded up His life to
atone for its transgression. The death
of Christ provesitimmutable. And the
sacrificetowhichinfiniteloveimpelled
the Father and the Son, that sinners
might be redeemed, demonstrates to
all the universe—what nothing less
than this plan of atonement could have

14
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sufficed to do—that justice and
mercy are the foundation of the law
and government of God.

(21) AT THE CLOSE OF THE
GREAT CONTROVERSY WHAT
WILL BE THE CONFESSION OF
EVERY CREATED BEING?

Philippians 2:10,11

Inthefinal execution of thejudgment it
will be seen that no causefor sin exists.
When the Judge of all the earth shall
demand of Satan, “Why hast thou
rebelled against Me, and robbed Me of
the subjects of My kingdom?” The
originator of evil can render no excuse.
Every mouth will be stopped, and al the
hosts of rebellion will be speechless.

(220 WHAT CRY PROCLAIMED THE
IMPENDING DOOM OF SATAN?

John 19:30

The cross of Calvary, whileit declares
the law immutable, proclaims to the
universe that the wages of sin is death.
In the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is
finished,” the death knell of Satan was
rung. The great controversy which had
been so long in progress was then
decided, and thefinal eradication of evil
was made certain. The Son of God
passed through the portal s of the tomb,
that “through death He might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is,
thedevil.” Hebrews 2:14.

(23) WHAT ISTHEULTIMATE FATE
OF SATAN AND ALL WHO CLING
TOPRIDE AND WICKEDNESS?

Malachi 4:1

Lucifer’s desire for self-exaltation had
led him to say: “I will exalt my throne
abovethestarsof God: . .. | will belike
the Most High.” God declares: “1 will
bring thee to ashes upon the earth, . . .
and never shalt thou be any more.”
Isaiah 14:13, 14; Ezekid 28:18,19.

(24) AT THE CLOSE OF THE GREAT
CONTROVERSY WHAT PROMISE
WILL THEUNIVERSE CLAIM?

Nahum1:9

The whole universe will have become
witnesses to the nature and results of
sin. And its utter extermination, which
in the beginning would have brought
fear to angelsand dishonor to God, will
now vindicate His love and establish
His honor before the universe of
beings who delight to do His will, and
in whose heart is His law. Never will
evil again be manifest. Says the word
of God: “Affliction shall not rise up the
second time.” The law of God, which
Satan has reproached as the yoke of
bondage, will be honored as the law of
liberty. A tested and proved creation will
never again be turned from allegiance
to Him whose character has been fully
manifested before them as fathomless
love and infinite wisdom.

15
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| under stand how, by the pride
of self, sin wasfirst conceived
inthe heart of Lucifer. | know
that at that moment God
could have destroyed him but
to do so, all His created
beings would have obeyed
out of fear.

Circle Yes Undecided
| have experienced the
misery that violation of
God's love-based principles
bring. | seelove, fairnessand
mer cy demonstrated by their
obedience.

Circle Yes Undecided

| now understand that in
wisdom God allowed sin to
run its malignant course so
the entire universe could
witnessitsterrible effectsand
seethetruecharacter of Satan.
Circle Yes Undecided
| want to claim the great
mercy God has provided by
thesacrifice of HisSon. | am
glad that through this
gift the requirements of the
law are met. In His wisdom
He remains just and the
Justifier of all who believe.

Circle: Yes Undecided

Sudy Notes:

16




Enmity Between Man and Satan - 2

(1) WHAT GREAT PROMISE WAS
GIVEN BY GOD FOR THE HOPE OF
FALLEN MAN?

Genesis3:15

Thedivine sentence pronounced against
Satan after the fall of man was aso a
prophecy, embracing all the ages to the
close of time and foreshadowing the
great conflict to engage all the races of
men who should liveupon the earth. God

declares: | will put enmity.” Thisenmity
is not naturally entertained. When man
transgressed the divine law, his nature
becameevil, and hewasin harmony, and
not at variance, with Satan. There exists
naturally no enmity between sinful man
and the originator of sin. Both became
evil through apostasy. The apostate is
never at rest, except as he obtains
sympathy and support by inducing
others to follow his example. For this
reason fallen angels and wicked men
unite in desperate companionship. Had
not God specially interposed, Satan and
man would have entered into an alliance
against Heaven; and instead of
cherishing enmity against Satan, the
whole human family would have been
united in opposition to God.

17



Enmity Between Man and Satan

(20 WHAT WAS GOD’S SPECIFIC
COMMAND AND WARNING TO
ADAMAND EVE?

Genesis2:17

(3) WHAT ACT OF DEFIANCE
BROUGHT DESTRUCTION TO THE
EARTH AND A FALLEN NATURE
TOALL MANKIND?

Genesis3:6

(4) WHATISTEMPTATION?

James1:2,3

(5 WHOISTHE AUTHOR OF ALL
TEMPTATION?

Luke4:13

Satan tempted man to sin, as he had
caused angels to rebel, that he might
thus secure cooperation in his warfare
against Heaven. There was no
dissension between himself and the
fallen angels as regards their hatred of
Christ; while on all other points there
was discord, they were firmly united in
opposing the authority of the Ruler of
the universe. But when Satan heard the
declaration that enmity should exist

between himself and the woman, and
between his seed and her seed, he knew
that his effortsto deprave human nature
would be interrupted; that by some
means man was to be enabled to resist
hispower.

(6) WHY ISSATAN DETERMINED
TODESTROY MANKIND?

Genesis1:27

Satan’s enmity against the human race
is kindled because, through Christ,
they are the objects of God'slove and
mercy. He desiresto thwart the divine
plan for man’'s redemption, to cast
dishonor upon God, by defacing and
defiling His handiwork; he would
cause grief in heaven and fill the earth
with woe and desolation. And he points
to all this evil as the result of God's
work in creating man.

(7) WHAT PRECIOUS PROMISE
MAY WE CLAIM AND RECEIVEBY
THE POWER OF CHRIST?

2 Peter 1:4

Itisthegracethat Christ implantsin the
soul which createsin man enmity against
Satan. Without this converting graceand
renewing power, manwould continuethe
captive of Satan, aservant ever ready to
do hisbidding. But the new principlein
the soul creates conflict where hitherto
had been peace. The power which Christ
imparts enables man to resist the tyrant
and usurper. Whoever is seen to abhor
sininstead of loving it, whoever resists
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and conquers those passions that have
held sway within, displaysthe operation
of aprinciplewholly from above.

(8) WHAT GODLY TRAIT OF
CHRIST'S LIFE EVOKED ENMITY
IN THE HEARTS OF THE UN-
GODLY TOTHE POINT THAT THEY
CRUCIFIED HIM?

1John 3:5

The antagonism that exists between the
spirit of Christ and the spirit of Satan
was most strikingly displayed in the
world’s reception of Jesus. It was not
so much because He appeared without
worldly wealth, pomp, or grandeur that
the Jews were led to reject Him. They
saw that He possessed power which
would more than compensate for the
lack of these outward advantages. But
the purity and holiness of Christ called
forth against Him the hatred of the
ungodly. His life of self-denial and
sinless devotion was a perpetual
reproof to a proud, sensual people. It
wasthisthat evoked enmity against the
Son of God. Satan and evil angelsjoined
with evil men. All the energies of
apostasy conspired against the
Champion of truth.

(99 WHAT TREATMENT CAN WE
EXPECT FROM THE WORLD AS
CHRIST'SFOLLOWERS?

2 Timothy 3:12

The same enmity is manifested toward
Christ’s followers as was manifested
toward their Master. Whoever sees the

repulsive character of sin, and in
strength from above resists temptation,
will assuredly arousethewrath of Satan
and his subjects. Hatred of the pure
principles of truth, and reproach and
persecution of its advocates, will exist
aslong as sin and sinners remain. The
followers of Christ and the servants of
Satan cannot harmonize. The offense of
the cross has not ceased.

(10) WHAT TWO STEPS MUST
WE FOLLOW TO OVERCOME THE
FORCES OF SATAN?

James4.7

Satan summonsall hisforcesand throws
his whole power into the combat. Why
is it that he meets with no greater
resistance? Why are the soldiers of
Christ so sleepy and indifferent?
Because they have so little real
connection with Christ; because they
are so destitute of His Spirit. Sinis not
to them repulsive and abhorrent, as it
wasto their Master. They do not meet it,
as did Christ, with decisive and
determined resistance. They do not
realize the exceeding evil and malignity
of sin, and they are blinded both to the
character and the power of the prince of
darkness. Thereis little enmity against
Satan and hisworks, because thereis so
great ignorance concerning his power
and malice, and the vast extent of his
warfare against Christ and His church.
Multitudes are deluded here. They do
not know that their enemy is a mighty
general who controls the minds of evil
angels, and that with well-matured plans
and skillful movements he is warring
against Christ to prevent the salvation
of souls. Among professed Christians,
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and even among ministers of the gospel,
there is heard scarcely a reference to
Satan, except perhaps an incidental
mention inthe pulpit. They overlook the
evidences of his continual activity and
success; they neglect the many warnings
of his subtlety; they seem to ignore his
very existence.

(11) WHAT ISSATAN’'SCONSTANT
OBJECTIVE?

2 Corinthians 4:4

While men are ignorant of his devices,
thisvigilant foeisupontheir track every
moment. Heisintruding hispresencein
every department of the household, in
every street of our cities, inthe churches,
inthe national councils, in the courts of
justice, perplexing, deceiving, seducing,
everywhere ruining the soulsand bodies
of men, women, and children, breaking
up families, sowing hatred, emulation,
strife, sedition, murder. And the Christian
world seem to regard these things as
though God had appointed them and
they must exist.

Sataniscontinually seeking to overcome
the people of God by breaking down the
barriers which separate them from the
world. Ancient Israel were enticed into
sin when they ventured into forbidden
association with the heathen. Inasimilar
manner are modern Israel led astray. . .
All who are not decided followers of
Christ are servants of Satan. In the
unregenerate heart there is love of sin
and a disposition to cherish and excuse
it. Intherenewed heart thereis hatred of
sin and determined resistance against it.
When Christians choose the society of
the ungodly and unbelieving, they

expose themselves to temptation. Satan
concealshimself from view and stedlthily
draws his deceptive covering over their
eyes. They cannot see that such
company iscalculated to do them harm;
and whileall thetime assimilating to the
world in character, words, and actions,
they are becoming more and more
blinded.

(12) HOW ONLY WILL WE BE
SAFE FROM CONFORMITY TO
THE WORLD?

Proverbs 4:14

Conformity toworldly customs converts
thechurchto theworld; it never converts
theworld to Christ. Familiarity with sin
will inevitably cause it to appear less
repulsive. He who chooses to associate
with the servants of Satan will soon
cease to fear their master. When in the
way of duty wearebrought intotrial, as
was Daniel in the King's court, we may
be sure that God will protect us; but if
we place oursel ves under temptation we
shall fall sooner or later.

(13) WHO ARE WE WARNED NOT
TOFOLLOW ORMAKE THEFOCUS
OF OURADMIRATION?

Proverbs24:1; Psams37:1

The tempter often works most success-
fully through those who are least
suspected of being under his control.
The possessors of talent and education
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are admired and honored, as if these
qualities could atone for the absence of
thefear of God or entitlemento Hisfavor.
Talent and culture, considered in
themselves, are gifts of God; but when
these are made to supply the place of
piety, when, instead of bringing the soul
nearer to God, they lead away fromHim,
then they become a curse and a snare.
The opinion prevails with many that
all which appears like courtesy or
refinement must, in some sense, pertain
to Christ. Never was there a greater
mistake. These qualitiesshould gracethe
character of every Christian, for they
would exert apowerful influenceinfavor
of true religion; but they must be
consecrated to God, or they also are a
power for evil. Many aman of cultured
intellect and pleasant manners, who
would not stoop to what is commonly
regarded as an immoral act, is but a
polished instrument in the hands of
Satan. Theinsidious, deceptive character
of hisinfluenceand examplerendershim
amore dangerous enemy to the cause of
Christ than are those who are ignorant
and uncultured.

(149) WHO ISTHE ONLY SOURCE
OF WISDOM AND SPIRITUAL
STRENGTH?

(15) WHAT STRATEGY HASSATAN
EMPLOYED IN HISEFFORT TOWIN
THEGREAT CONTROVERSY?

1 Peter 5:8

From the days of Adam to our owntime,
our great enemy hasbeen exercising his
power to oppress and destroy. He is
now preparing for his last campaign
against the church. All who seek to
follow Jesuswill be brought into conflict
with thisrelentlessfoe. Themore nearly
the Christian imitatesthe divine Pattern,
the more surely will he make himself a
mark for the attacks of Satan. All who
are actively engaged in the cause of
God, seeking to unveil the deceptions
of the evil one and to present Christ
beforethe people, will beabletojoinin
the testimony of Paul, in which he
speaks of serving the Lord with all
humility of mind, with many tears and
temptations.

(16) WHAT WILL PROTECT US
FROM THEWILESOF THEDEVIL?

Psalms 46:1

By earnest prayer and dependence
upon God, Solomon obtained the
wisdom which excited the wonder and
admiration of the world. But when he
turned from the Source of his strength,
and went forward relying upon himself,
he fell a prey to temptation. Then the
marvelous powers bestowed on this
wisest of kings only rendered him
amore effective agent of the adversary
of souls.

Ephesians 6:11

Satan assailed Christ with hisfiercest and
most subtle temptations, but he was
repulsed in every conflict. Those battles
werefought in our behalf; thosevictories
makeit possiblefor usto conquer. Christ
will give strength to all who seek it. No
man without his own consent can be
overcome by Satan. The tempter has no
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power to control the will or to force the
soul to sin. He may distress, but he
cannot contaminate. He can cause
agony, but not defilement. The fact that
Christ has conquered should inspire His
followerswith courageto fight manfully
the battle against sin and Satan.

(17) HOW CAN OUR LIVES BE
KEPT FREE FROM DEFILEMENT?

Psalms 119:9

(18 WHAT PROMISE FROM GOD

CAN WECLAIM?

1 Corinthians 10:13

| am grateful that God gave
the promise to put enmity in
the hearts of His children
towards Satan.

Circle: Yes Undecided

| pray for spiritual wisdom
and a greater desirefor God's
Word and, by Hisgrace, | am
determined to resist the
advances of the devil.

Circle: Yes Undecided

| claim God's promise to not
allow me to be tempted
above what | am able to
bear and pray for wisdomto
choose the way of escape.

Circlee Yes Undecided

| realize that all those who
live for Christ may suffer
persecution and | amwilling
to bear it in love for Him.

Circle. Yes Undecided

Sudy Notes:
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Agency of Evil Spirits- 3

(1) HOW DOES SCRIPTURE
IDENTIFY THE POWERS OF EVIL
IN THE GREAT CONTROVERSY ?

Ephesians 6:12

The connection of the visible with the
invisible world, the ministration of
angels of God, and the agency of evil
spirits, are plainly revealed in the
Scriptures, and inseparably interwoven
with human history. Thereisagrowing
tendency to disbelief in the existence of
evil spirits, while the holy angels that
“minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation” (Hebrews 1:14) are regarded

by many as spirits of the dead. But the
Scriptures not only teach the existence
of angels, both good and evil, but present
unquestionable proof that these are not
disembodied spirits of dead men.

(2) WHERE DID ALL ANGELS
ABIDE BEFORE THE ONSET OF
THE GREAT CONTROVERSY ?

Revelation 5:11

(3) WHAT NAME IS USED IN
SCRIPTURE IN REFERENCE TO
THEFALLENANGELS?
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Romans8:38; Matthew 8:16,28,31;9:34

(4) WHERE DO THESE FALLEN
BEINGSNOW ABIDE?

Revelation 12:9

(5) UPON WHAT LEVEL WASMAN
CREATED RELATIVETOANGELS?

Psalms8:5; Hebrews2:7

Beforethe creation of man, angelswere
in existence; for when the foundations
of the earth were laid, “the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of
God shouted for joy.” Job 38:7. After
the fall of man, angels were sent to
guard the tree of life, and this before a
human being had died. Angels are in
nature superior to men, for the psalmist
says that man was made “alittle lower
than the angels.”

(6) HOW DOES SCRIPTURE DES
CRIBE THE NUMBER OF ANGELS
GOD CREATED?

Revelation 5:11

We are informed in Scripture as to the
number, and the power and glory, of the
heavenly beings, of their connection
with the government of God, and also of
their relation to thework of redemption.

“The Lord hath prepared His throne in
the heavens; and His kingdom ruleth
over al.” And, saystheprophet, “1 heard
the voice of many angels round about
thethrone.” In the presence chamber of
the King of kings they wait—"angels,
that excel instrength,” “ministersof His,
that do Hispleasure,” “ hearkening unto
thevoiceof Hisword.” Psalm 103:19-21;
Revelation 5:11. Ten thousand timesten
thousand and thousands of thousands,
were the heavenly messengers beheld
by the prophet Daniel. The apostle Paul
declared them “an innumerable
company.” Daniel 7:10; Hebrews 12:22.

(7) HOW MANY ANGELS CHOSE
THE COURSE OF EVIL?

Revelation 12:4

(8) WHAT IS THE PHYSICAL
APPEARANCE OF ANGELS?

Ezekiel 1:13,14

As God’'s messengers they go forth,
like “the appearance of a flash of
lightning,” ... so dazzling their glory, and
so swift their flight. The angel that
appeared at the Saviour’s tomb, his
countenance “like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow,” caused the
keepersfor fear of himto quake, and they
“became asdead men.” Matthew 28:3, 4.

(90 WHAT EVENT IN THIS TEXT
REVEALS THE POWER THAT A
SINGLEANGEL OF GOD POSSESSES?
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2 Kings 19:35; 2 Chronicles 32:21;
Matthew 28:2-4

When Sennacherib, the haughty
Assyrian, reproached and blasphemed
God, and threatened Israel with
destruction, “it came to pass that night,
that the angel of the Lord went out, and
smote in the camp of the Assyrians an
hundred fourscore and five thousand.”
There were “cut off all the mighty men
of valor, and the leaders and captains,”
from the army of Sennacherib. “So he
returned with shame of face to his own
land.” 2Kings19:35; 2 Chronicles 32:21.

(10)  WHAT ROLE DID GOD
ENTRUST TO THE UNFALLEN
ANGELSAFTERTHEFALL OF MAN?

Hebrews 1:14

Angelsare sent on missions of mercy to
the children of God. To Abraham, with
promises of blessing; to the gates of
Sodom, to rescue righteous Lot fromiits
fiery doom; to Elijah, ashewasabout to
perish from weariness and hunger inthe
desert; to Elisha, with chariots and
horses of fire surrounding thelittletown
where he was shut in by his foes; to
Daniel, while seeking divine wisdom
in the court of a heathen king, or
abandoned to become the lions' prey;
to Peter, doomed to death in Herod's
dungeon; to the prisoners at Philippi; to
Paul and his companionsin the night of
tempest on the sea; to open the mind of

Cornelius to receive the gospel; to
dispatch Peter with the message of
salvation to the Gentile stranger—thus
holy angelshave, in all ages, ministered
to God's people.

(11) WHAT DO ANGELS DO FOR
US PERSONALLY?

Psalms 34:7

A guardian angel is appointed to every
follower of Christ. These heavenly
watchers shield the righteous from the
power of the wicked one. This Satan
himself recognized when he said: “Doth
Job fear God for nought? Hast not Thou
made an hedge about him, and about his
house, and about all that he hath on
every side?’ Job 1:9, 10. The agency by
which God protects His people is
presented in the words of the psalmist:
“Theangel of the L ord encampeth round
about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them.” Psalm 34:7. Said the Saviour,
speaking of those that believe in Him:
“Take heed that ye despise not one of
theselittle ones; for | say unto you, That
in heaven their angelsdo alwaysbehold
the face of My Father.” Matthew 18:10.
The angels appointed to minister to the
children of God have at all times access
to His presence.

Thus God's people, exposed to the
deceptive power and unsleeping malice
of the prince of darkness, and in conflict
with all theforcesof evil, are assured of
the unceasing guardianship of heavenly
angels. Nor is such assurance given
without need. If God has granted to
His children promise of grace and
protection, it isbecausethere are mighty
agencies of evil to be met—agencies
numerous, determined, and untiring, of
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whose malignity and power none can
safely be ignorant or unheeding.

(12) WHAT CHANGED THE HOLY
ANGELSINTO DEMONS?

2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6

Evil spirits, in the beginning created
sinless, were equal in nature, power, and
glory with the holy beings that are now
God’s messengers. But fallen through
sin, they are leagued together for the
dishonor of God and the destruction of
men. United with Satan in hisrebellion,
and with him cast out from heaven, they
have, through all succeeding ages,
cooperatewith himinhiswarfare against
the divine authority. We are told in
Scripture of their confederacy and
government, of their various orders, of
their intelligence and subtlety, and of
their malicious designsagainst the peace
and happiness of men.

(13) WHAT FEATS DOES SATAN
EMPLOY TO DECEIVE AND CON-
TROL MANKIND?

Revelation 16:14

Old Testament history presents
occasional mention of their existenceand
agency; but it was during thetimewhen
Christ wasupon the earth that evil spirits
manifested their power in the most
striking manner. Christ had cometo enter
upon the plan devised for man’'s
redemption, and Satan determined to
assert hisright to control the world.

(14) WHERE WILL THE FORCES
OF EVIL ABIDE WHEN SINFUL
MAN ALLOWS?

Matthew 8:16

The fact that men have been possessed
withdemons, isclearly stated inthe New
Testament. The persons thus afflicted
were not merely suffering with disease
from natural causes. Christ had perfect
understanding of that with which Hewas
dealing, and He recognized the direct
presence and agency of evil spirits.

A gtriking exampleof their number, power,
and malignity, and al so of the power and
mercy of Chrigt, isgiveninthe Scripture
account of the healing
of the demoniacs at Gadara. Those
wretched maniacs, spurning al restraint,
writhing, foaming, raging, werefilling the
air with their cries, doing violence to
themselves, and endangering all who
should approach them. Their bleeding
and disfigured bodies and distracted
minds presented a spectacle well
pleasing to the prince of darkness.

(15) HOW MANY DEMONS
INHABITED THE MAN FROM THE
COUNTRY OF THE GADARENES?

Mark 5:9

Inthe Roman army alegion consisted of
fromthreeto fivethousand men. Satan’s
hosts aso are marshaled in companies,
and the single company to which these
demons bel onged numbered no lessthan
alegion.

(16) BY THE POWER OF WHOSE
NAME MUST THE FORCES OF
EVIL FLEE?
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Luke 10:17

At the command of Jesusthe evil spirits
departed fromtheir victims, leaving them
calmly sitting at the Saviour’s feet,
subdued, intelligent, and gentle. . . .

... Itwasalso Hiswill that the peopl e of
that region should behold His power to
break the bondage of Satan and release
his captives. And though Jesus Himself
departed, the men so marvelously
delivered, remained to declarethe mercy
of their Benefactor.

(17) WHAT WAS THE CHOSEN
PROFESSION OF ELYMAS RE-
VEALINGTHAT DEVIL POSSESSION
CANBEBY CHOICE?

Acts 13:8

Those possessed with devilsare usually
represented as being in a condition
of great suffering; yet there were
exceptions to this rule. For the sake of
obtaining supernatural power, some
welcomed the satanic influence. These
of course had no conflict with the
demons. Of this class were those who
possessed the spirit of divination,—
Simon Magus, Elymasthe sorcerer, and
the damsel who followed Paul and
Silasat Philippi.

(18) HOW DOES THIS VERSE
DESCRIBETHE PHY SICAL APPEAR-
ANCE OF LUCIFER-NOW CALLED
SATAN?

Ezekiel 28:17

There is nothing that the great deceiver
fears so much as that we shall become
acquainted with his devices. The better
to disguise his real character and
purposes, he has caused himself to be so
represented as to excite no stronger
emotion than ridicule or contempt. Heis
well pleased to be painted as aludicrous
or loathsome object, misshapen, half
animal and half human. Heis pleased to
hear hisname used in sport and mockery
by thosewho think themselvesintel ligent
and well informed.

(19) WHAT ACTION DOES THE
BIBLETEACH THAT GIVESWISDOM
TOPREVENT DECEPTION?

Ephesians 6:11

2 Timothy 2:15

It isbecause he has masked himself with
consummate skill that the question is
so widely asked: “Does such a being
really exist?’ It is an evidence of his
success that theories giving the lie to
the plainest testimony of the Scriptures
are so generally received in the
religiousworld. And it isbecause Satan
can most readily control the minds of
those who are unconscious of his
influence, that the word of God gives
us so many examples of his malignant
work, unveiling before us his secret
forces, and thus placing us on our guard
against his assaults.

(200 WHAT GREAT PROMISE
OF PROTECTION MAY WE CLAIM
WHEN WE ARE ATTACKED BY
THEFORCESOFEVIL?
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Psalms 97:10

The power and malice of Satan and his
host might justly alarm us were it not
that we may find shelter and deliverance
in the superior power of our Redeemer.
We carefully secure our houses with
bolts and locks to protect our property
and our lives from evil men; but we
seldom think of the evil angelswho are
constantly seeking access to us, and

against whose attacks we have, in our
own strength, no method of defense. If
permitted, they can distract our minds,
disorder and torment our bodies, destroy
our possessions and our lives. Their
only delight isin misery and destruction.
Fearful is the condition of those who
resist the divine claims and yield to
Satan’s temptations, until God gives
them up to the control of evil spirits. But
those who follow Christ are ever safe
under His watchcare. Angels that excel
in strength are sent from heaven to
protect them. The wicked one cannot
break through the guard which God has
stationed about His people.

| understand from Scripture
that | am caught in a cosmic
struggle between good and
evil. | realize the demonic
powers are not spirits of dead
humans but rather fallen
angels seeking my destruction
because | claim God's gift
of grace.
Circlee Yes Undecided
| am thankful that God
sends His unfallen heavenly
messengers to minister to
my needs and to provide
protection during this great
controversy.

Circle: Yes Undecided

| realize that | am no match
for the intelligence, power,
or abilities of Satan and his
evil agents. | thank God |
can claim the supernatural
power in the name of Christ
for deliverance from these
forces of evil.

Circle Yes Undecided
| know that in the last days
the powers of darkness will
use miraculous signs and
wonders to deceive me. |
pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide my study of God's
Word so | will not bedeceived.

Circlee Yes Undecided

Sudy Notes:
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(1) WHAT IS SATAN'S ULTIMATE
GOAL INTHISGREAT CONTROVERSY?

Revelation 20: 3; John 10:10

The great controversy between Christ
and Satan, that has been carried forward
for nearly six thousand years, is soon to
close; and the wicked oneredoubleshis
efforts to defeat the work of Christ in
man’s behalf and to fasten soulsin his
snares. To hold the people in darkness
and impenitence till the Saviour’s
mediation is ended, and there is no
longer a sacrifice for sin, is the object
which he seeks to accomplish.

(20 WHAT TWO-PART INSTRUCTION
ARE WE GIVEN TO PROTECT US
FROM SATAN'SDECEPTIONS?

James4.7

When thereis no specia effort made to
resist his power, when indifference
prevails in the church and the world,
Satan is not concerned; for he isin no
danger of losing those whom he is
leading captiveat hiswill. But whenthe
attention is called to eternal things, and
souls areinquiring, “What must | do to
be saved?’ heison the ground, seeking
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to match his power against the power of
Christ and to counteract the influence
of theHoly Spirit.

(3) WHAT BIBLICAL ADVICE
WILL HELP US OVERCOME THE
LUSTSOF THE FLESH?

Galations5:16; 6:8

Again, Satan sees the Lord’s servants
burdened because of the spiritual
darkness that enshrouds the people.
He hears their earnest prayers for
divine grace and power to break the
spell of indifference, carelessness, and
indolence. Then with renewed zea he
plies his arts. He tempts men to the
indulgence of appetite or to some other
form of self-gratification, and thus
benumbs their sensibilities so that they
fail to hear the very things which they
most need to learn.

(4) WHAT ARE THE THREE
MAIN DIVERSIONS SATAN IS
USING TO DISTRACT OUR
THOUGHTS FROM ETERNAL
ISSUES?

Mark 4:19

Satan well knows that all whom he
can lead to neglect prayer and the
searching of the Scriptures, will be
overcome by hisattacks. Therefore he
invents every possible device to
engross the mind.

(5) HOW DOESSATAN USE THOSE
WHO CLAIM TO BE CHRISTIANS
BUTARENOT?

Romans 16:17

There has ever been a class professing
godliness, who, instead of following on
to know the truth, make it their religion
to seek some fault of character or error
of faith in those with whom they do not
agree. Such are Satan’s right-hand
helpers. Accusers of the brethren are
not few, and they are always active
when God is at work and His servants
arerendering Him true homage. They will
put afalse coloring upon the words and
acts of those who love and obey the
truth. They will represent the most
earnest, zealous, self-denying servants
of Christ as deceived or deceivers. It is
their work to misrepresent the motives
of every true and noble deed, to circulate
insinuations, and arouse suspicioninthe
minds of the inexperienced. In every
conceivable manner they will seek to
cause that which is pure and righteous
to be regarded as foul and deceptive.

(6) HOW DOES SCRIPTURE
IDENTIFY THESE DECEIVERS?

Matthew 7:16

But none need be deceived concerning
them. It may be readily seen whose
children they are, whose example they
follow, and whosework they do. .. Their
course resembles that of Satan, the
envenomed slanderer, “the accuser of
our brethren.” Revelation 12:10.
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The great deceiver has many agents
ready to present any and every kind of
error to ensnare souls—heresies
prepared to suit the varied tastes and
capacities of thosewhom hewould ruin.
It is his plan to bring into the church
insincere, unregenerate elements that
will encourage doubt and unbelief, and
hinder all who desire to see the work of
God advance and to advance with it.
Many who have no real faith in God or
in Hisword assent to some principles of
truth and pass as Christians, and thus
they areenabled tointroducetheir errors
as Scriptural doctrines.

(7) WHAT IS THE RESULT OF
ACCEPTINGTRUTH?

John 8:32

Thepositionthat it isof no consequence
what men believeisone of Satan’smost
successful deceptions. He knows that
the truth, received in the love of it,
sanctifies the soul of the receiver;
therefore he is constantly seeking to
substitute fal se theories, fables, another
gospel. From the beginning the servants
of God have contended against false
teachers, not merely asvicious men, but
as inculcators of falsehoods that were
fatal to the soul. Elijah, Jeremiah, Paul,
firmly and fearlessly opposed those who
wereturning men from theword of God.
That liberality which regards a correct
religious faith as unimportant found
no favor with these holy defenders of
the truth.

(8) WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO
THOSE WHO TWIST SCRIPTURE
TOFIT THEIR BELIEFS?

2 Peter 3:16

The vague and fanciful interpretations
of Scripture, and the many conflicting
theories concerning religiousfaith, that
are found in the Christian world are the
work of our great adversary to confuse
minds so that they shall not discern the
truth. And the discord and division
which exist among the churches of
Christendom arein agreat measure due
tothe prevailing custom of wresting the
Scriptures to support a favorite theory.
Instead of carefully studying God's
word with humility of heart to obtain a
knowledge of Hiswill, many seek only
to discover something odd or original.

(99 WHAT WARNING IS GIVEN
TO THOSE WHO MIGHT THINK
TO CHANGE THE MEANING OF
GOD’ SWORD?

Revelation 22:18

I'n order to sustain erroneous doctrines
or unchristian practices, somewill seize
upon passages of Scripture separated
from the context, perhaps quoting half
of asingle verse as proving their point,
when the remaining portion would
show the meaning to be quite the
opposite. With the cunning of the
serpent they entrench themselves
behind disconnected utterances
construed to suit their carnal desires.
Thus do many willfully pervert the
word of God. Others, who have an
active imagination, seize upon the
figures and symbols of Holy Writ,
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interpret them to suit their fancy, with
little regard to the testimony of Scripture
as its own interpreter, and then they
present their vagaries as the teachings
of the Bible.

Whenever the study of the Scriptures
is entered upon without a prayerful,
humbl e, teachabl e spirit, the plainest and
simplest as well as the most difficult
passages will be wrested from their
true meaning.

(10) WHAT WILL THE TESTI-
MONY OF THE LORD DO FOR THE
SIMPLEST MIND?

Psalms 19:7

The Bible was designed to be a guide
to all who wish to become acquainted
with the will of their Maker. God gave
to men the sure word of prophecy;
angelsand even Christ Himself cameto
make known to Daniel and John the
things that must shortly come to pass.
Those important matters that concern
our salvation were not left involved in
mystery. They were not revealed in such
a way as to perplex and mislead the
honest seeker after truth. Said the Lord
by the prophet Habakkuk: “Write the
vision, and make it plain, . . . that he
may run that readeth it.” Habakkuk 2:2.
The word of God is plain to all who
study it with a prayerful heart. Every
truly honest soul will cometo the light
of truth. “Light is sown for the
righteous.” Psalm 97:11.

(11) HOW DOES GOD VIEW THE
WISDOM OF THISWORLD?

1 Corinthians 3:19

To many, scientific research hasbecome
a curse. God has permitted a flood of
light to be poured upon the world in
discoveriesin science and art; but even
the greatest minds, if not guided by the
word of God in their research, become
bewildered in their attempts to
investigate the relations of science and
revelation.

(12) HOW DOES SCRIPTURE
REGARD SECULAR SCIENCE?

1 Timothy 6:20

Human knowledge of both material and
spiritua things is partial and imperfect;
therefore many are unable to harmonize
their views of science with Scripture
statements. Many accept mere theories
and speculations as scientific facts, and
they think that God's word is to be
tested by the teachings of “science
fasdy socaled.” ... TheCresator and His
works are beyond their comprehension;
and because they cannot explain these
by natural laws, Biblehistory isregarded
as unreliable. Those who doubt the
reliability of the records of the Old and
New Testaments too often go a step
further and doubt the existence of God
and attribute infinite power to nature.
Having et go their anchor, they areleftto
beat about upon the rocks of infidelity.

(13) WHY WILL MAN NEVER
FULLY UNDERSTAND GOD?

Romans 11:33
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Thus many err from the faith and are
seduced by the devil. Men have
endeavored to be wiser than their
Creator; human philosophy hasattempted
to search out and explain mysterieswhich
will never bereveal ed through the eternal
ages. If men would but search and
understand what God had made known
of Himself and His purposes, they
would obtain such aview of the glory,
majesty, and power of Jehovah that
they would realize their own littleness
and would be content with that which
has been revealed for themselves and
their children.

It isamasterpiece of Satan’s deceptions
to keep the minds of men searching and
conjecturing in regard to that which God
has not made known and which He does
not intend that we shall understand. It
was thus that Lucifer lost his place in
heaven. He became di ssatisfied because
all the secrets of God's purposes were
not confided to him, and he entirely
disregarded that which was revealed
concerning his own work in the lofty
position assigned him. By arousing the
same discontent in the angels under his
command, he caused their fall. Now he
seeks to imbue the minds of men with
the same spirit and to lead them also to
disregard the direct commands of God.

(14) WHO IS IN DANGER OF
BELIEVING STRONG DELUSIONS?

2 Thessalonions 2:10-12

Those who are unwilling to accept the
plain, cutting truths of the Bible are
continually seeking for pleasing fables
that will quiet the conscience. The less

spiritual, self-denying, and humiliating
the doctrines presented, the greater the
favor with which they are received.
These persons degrade the intellectual
powersto servetheir carnal desires. Too
wise in their own conceit to search the
Scriptures with contrition of soul and
earnest prayer for divine guidance, they
have no shield from delusion. Satan is
ready to supply the heart’s desire, and
he palms off his deceptionsin the place
of truth. . . . All who neglect the word of
God to study convenience and policy,
that they may not be at variance with
theworld, will beleft to receive damnable
heresy for religious truth. Every
conceivable form of error will be
accepted by those who willfully
reject the truth. He who looks with
horror upon one deception will readily
receive another.

Among the most successful agencies
of the great deceiver are the delusive
teachings and lying wonders of
spiritualism. Disguised as an angel of
light, he spreads his nets where least
suspected. If men would but study the
Book of God with earnest prayer that
they might understand it, they would not
be left in darkness to receive false
doctrines. But as they reject the truth
they fall aprey to deception.

(15) WHAT AREWE INSTRUCTED
TOAVOID?

Mark 7:13

Innumerable arethe erroneous doctrines
and fanciful ideas that are obtaining
among the churches of Christendom. It
isimpossibleto estimate the evil results
of removing one of the landmarks fixed
by theword of God. Few who ventureto
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dothisstop with therejection of asingle
truth. The majority continueto set aside
one after another of the principles of
truth, until they become actual infidels.

The errors of popular theology have
driven many a soul to skepticism who
might otherwise have been abeliever in
the Scriptures. It isimpossiblefor himto
accept doctrines which outrage his sense
of justice, mercy, and benevolence; and
since these are represented as the
teaching of the Bible, herefusestoreceive
it astheword of God.

(16) WHAT IS THE DANGER OF
HOLDING IN GREAT ESTEEM THE
TRADITIONS OF MAN?

Mark 7:9

And this is the object which Satan
seeks to accomplish. There is nothing
that he desires more than to destroy
confidence in God and in His word.
Satan stands at the head of the great
army of doubters, and he works to
the utmost of his power to beguile
souls into his ranks. It is becoming
fashionable to doubt. There is a large
class by whom the word of God is
looked upon with distrust for the same
reason as was its Author—because it
reproves and condemns sin. Those who
are unwilling to obey its requirements
endeavor to overthrow its authority.
They read the Bible, or listen to its
teachings as presented from the sacred
desk, merely to find fault with the
Scriptures or with the sermon. Not afew
become infidels in order to justify or
excuse themselves in neglect of duty.
Others adopt skeptical principles
from pride and indolence. Too ease-
loving to distinguish themselves by

accomplishing anything worthy of
honor, which requires effort and self-
denial, they aim to secure a reputation
for superior wisdom by criticizing the
Bible. There is much which the finite
mind, unenlightened by divine
wisdom, is powerless to comprehend,;
and thusthey find occasionto criticize.
There are many who seemto feel that it
is a virtue to stand on the side of
unbelief, skepticism, and infidelity. But
underneath an appearance of candor it
will be found that such persons are
actuated by self-confidence and pride.
Many delight in finding something in
the Scriptures to puzzle the minds of
others. Someat first criticize and reason
on thewrong side, from amerelove of
controversy. They do not realize that
they are thus entangling themselvesin
the snare of the fowler. But having
openly expressed unbelief, they feel
that they must maintain their position.
Thus they unite with the ungodly and
close to themselves the gates of
Paradise.

(17) WHO WILL BE GRANTED
THEAID OF THEHOLY SPIRIT?

Luke 11:13

God has given in His word sufficient
evidenceof itsdivine character. Thegreat
truths which concern our redemption are
clearly presented. By theaid of the Holy
Spirit, whichispromised to all who seek
itin sincerity, every man may understand
thesetruthsfor himself. God has granted
to men a strong foundation upon which
to rest their faith.

(18) WHAT GREAT PROMISE IN
THISVERSE MAY WE CLAIM?
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Psalms 118:8

Yet the finite minds of men are
inadequate fully to comprehend the
plans and purposes of the Infinite One.
We can never by searching find out
God. We must not attempt to lift with
presumptuous hand the curtain behind
which HeveilsHismajesty. . . . We can
so far comprehend Hisdealingswith us,
and the motives by which He is
actuated, that we may discern
boundless love and mercy united to
infinite power. Our Father in heaven
orders everything in wisdom and
righteousness, and we are not to be
dissatisfied and distrustful, but to bow
in reverent submission. He will revea
to us as much of His purposes asiit is
for our good to know, and beyond that
we must trust the Hand that is
omnipotent, the Heart that isfull of love.

(199 WHAT IS THE DANGEROUS
FRUIT OF UNBELIEF?

Hebrews 3:12,13

While God has given ampleevidencefor
faith, Hewill never removeall excusefor
unbelief. All who look for hooks to hang
their doubts upon will find them. And
those who refuse to accept and obey
God's word until every objection has
been removed, and thereisno longer an
opportunity for doubt, will never come
to thelight.

(200 WHAT ISTHE NATURAL RE-
SPONSE FROM A CARNAL MIND?

Matthew 14:31

Distrust of God is the natural out-
growth of the unrenewed heart, whichis
at enmity with Him. But faithisinspired
by the Holy Spirit, and it will flourish
only as it is cherished. No man can
become strong in faith without a
determined effort. Unbelief strengthens
asit is encouraged; and if men, instead
of dwelling upon the evidences which
God has given to sustain their faith,
permit themselvesto question and cavil
they will find their doubts constantly
becoming more confirmed.

(21) WHAT BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE
WILL FOLLOW THOSE WHO
DOUBT AND DISTRUST GOD?

Galations 6:7

But those who doubt God's promises
and distrust the assurance of His grace
aredishonoring Him; and their influence,
instead of drawing others to Christ,
tendsto repel them from Him. They are
unproductivetrees, that spread their dark
branches far and wide, shutting away
the sunlight from other plants, and
causing themto droop and die under the
chilling shadow. The lifework of these
persons will appear as a never-ceasing
witness against them. They are sowing
seeds of doubt and skepticism that will
yield an unfailing harvest.
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(22) WHAT IS THE FIRST STEP
TO FREEDOM FROM DOUBT OF
DOCTRINE?

John 7:17; 1John 1:7

There is but one course for those to
pursue who honestly desire to be freed
from doubts. Instead of questioning and
caviling concerning that which they do
not understand, | et them give heed to the
light which aready shinesuponthem, and
they will receive greater light. Let them
do every duty which hasbeen madeplain
to their understanding, and they will be
enabled to understand and perform those
of which they are now in doubt.

(23) WHAT TWO KEYS ARE
AVAILABLETOUSFORRECEIVING
STRONGER FAITH?

Romans 10:17

Mark 9:24

(24) WHAT IS PROMISED TO
THOSE WHO SEEK?

Matthew 7:7

Satan can present a counterfeit so
closely resembling the truth that it
deceives those who are willing to be
deceived, who desire to shun the self-
denial and sacrifice demanded by the

truth; but it is impossible for him to
hold under his power one soul who
honestly desires, at whatever cost, to
know the truth. Christ is the truth and
the “Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into theworld.” John 1:9.
The Spirit of truth has been sent to
guide meninto all truth.

(25) WHY DOES GOD ALLOW US
TOUNDERGO TEMPTATION?

Job 23:10; 1 Peter 1.7

The followers of Christ know little of
the plots which Satan and his hosts are
forming against them. But He who
sitteth in the heavens will overrule all
these devices for the accomplishment
of His deep designs. The Lord permits
His people to be subjected to the fiery
ordeal of temptation, not because He
takes pleasure in their distress and
affliction, but because this process is
essential totheir final victory. He could
not, consistently with His own glory,
shield them from temptation; for the
very object of thetrial isto preparethem
toresist al the allurements of evil.

(26) FROM WHOM WILL POWER
TORESIST TEMPTATION COME?

Zechariah 4.6

Neither wicked men nor devilscan hinder
the work of God, or shut out His
presence from His people, if they will,
with subdued, contrite hearts, confess
and put away their sins, andinfaith claim
His promises. Every temptation, every
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opposing influence, whether open or
secret, may be successfully resisted . . .

(27) WHY DO WE NOT HAVE
TO FEAR THE POWERS OF EVIL?

Luke 10:19

Sataniswell awarethat the weakest soul
who abidesin Christismorethan amatch
for the hosts of darkness, and that,
should he reveal himself openly, he
would bemet and resisted. Therefore he
seeks to draw away the soldiers of the
cross from their strong fortification,
while he liesin ambush with hisforces,
ready to destroy all who venture upon
his ground. Only in humble reliance
upon God, and obedience to all His
commandments, can we be secure.

(28) WHAT TWO PROVISIONSDID
JESUSGIVETOPREVENT USFROM
ENTERINGINTOTEMPTATION?

Matthew 26:41; Mark 13:33

No man is safe for a day or an hour
without prayer. Especialy should we
entreat the Lord for wisdom to
understand Hisword. Here arereveal ed
the wiles of the tempter and the means
by which he may be successfully
resisted. Satan is an expert in quoting
Scripture, placing hisown interpretation
upon passages, by which he hopes to
cause us to stumble. We should study
the Bible with humility of heart, never
losing sight of our dependence upon
God. While we must constantly guard
against the devices of Satan, we should
pray in faith continually: “Lead us not
into temptation.”

| realize Satan’s goal is to
deceive the world and he will
use every method in His power
to bring about my ruin. I am
thankful for the promise that if
| sincerely seek wisdom and
truth | will find it and not fall
to his deceptions.

Circle Yes Undecided

| understand that Satan uses
both professing believers and
nonbelievers alike as his tools
to lead me astray. My prayer
is: "Lord, please give me
wisdom to discern these
satanic influences.”

Circlee Yes Undecided

| pray for determination to
continually follow Christ’s
warning and not give in to
the temptation of seeking
worldly wealth which would
draw me away from my
relationship with Him.
Circlee Yes Undecided

I am thankful for the
promises that God will give
us power over evil and never
allow me to be tempted above
what | am able to bear. | pray
that, by faith and His grace, |
can overcome and give glory
to His name.

Circle: Yes Undecided

37



The First Great Deception - 5

With the earliest history of man, Satan
began hiseffortsto deceive our race. He
who had incited rebellion in heaven
desired to bring the inhabitants of the
earth to unite with him in his warfare
against the government of God. Adam
and Eve had been perfectly happy in
obedience to the law of God, and this
fact was a constant testimony against
the claim which Satan had urged in
heaven, that God's law was oppressive
and opposed to the good of His
creatures. And furthermore, Satan’senvy
was excited as he looked upon the
beautiful home prepared for the sinless
pair. He determined to cause their fall,
that, having separated them from God
and brought them under his own power,

he might gain possession of the earth
and here establish his kingdom in
opposition to the Most High.

(1) WHY ISIMMEDIATEUNYIELD-
INGOBEDIENCE TO GOD’ SWILL
ESSENTIAL?

Romans 6:16

Had Satan revealed himself in his rea
character, he would have been repulsed
at once, for Adam and Eve had been
warned against this dangerous foe; but

38



TheGreat Controvery BibleSudy Guide

he worked in the dark, concealing his
purpose, that he might more effectually
accomplish hisobject. Employing ashis
medium the serpent, then a creature of
fascinating appearance, he addressed
himself to Eve: “Hath God said, Ye shall
not eat of every tree of the garden?’
Genesis 3:1. Had Eve refrained from
entering into argument with the tempter,
she would have been safe; but she
ventured to parley with him and fell a
victim to hiswiles. It is thus that many
aredtill overcome. They doubt and argue
concerning the requirements of God; and
instead of obeying thedivine commands,
they accept human theories, which but
disguise the devices of Satan.

(2) WHAT GREAT DECEPTION
DID ADAM AND EVE CHOOSE TO
BELIEVE?

Genesis3:4

“The woman said unto the serpent, We
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden: but of thefruit of thetreewhich
isin the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall
yetouchiit, lest ye die. And the serpent
said unto thewoman, Ye shall not surely
die: for God doth know that in the day
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.” Verses 2-5. He
declared that they would become like
God, possessing greater wisdom than
before and being capable of a higher
state of existence. Eve yielded to
temptation; and through her influence,
Adam was led into sin. They accepted
the words of the serpent, that God did
not mean what He said; they distrusted
their Creator and imagined that He was
restricting their liberty and that they

might obtain great wisdom and exatation
by transgressing His law.

(3) WHAT WAS THE IMMEDIATE
RESULT OF THEIRTRANSGRESSION?

|saiah 59:2

Genesis 3:22,23
(4 WHAT ISSIN?

1John 3:4

(5) WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE
RESULT OF SIN?

Romans 6:23

But what did Adam, after hissin, find to
bethe meaning of thewords, “ Inthe day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die’?Did hefind them to mean, as Satan
had led him to believe, that hewasto be
ushered into a more exalted state of
existence? Then indeed there was great
good to be gained by transgression, and
Satan was proved to be a benefactor of
the race. But Adam did not find this to
be the meaning of the divine sentence.
God declared that as a penalty for his
sin, man should return to the ground
whence he was taken: “Dust thou art,
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and unto dust shalt thou return.” Verse
19. Thewordsof Satan, “ Your eyesshall
be opened,” proved to be true in this
sense only: After Adam and Eve had
disobeyed God, their eyes were opened
to discern their folly; they did know
evil, and they tasted the hitter fruit of
transgression.

In the midst of Eden grew the tree of
life, whose fruit had the power of
perpetuating life. Had Adam remained
obedient to God, he would have
continued to enjoy free access to this
tree and would have lived forever. But
when he sinned he was cut off from
partaking of the tree of life, and he
became subject to death. The divine
sentence, “Dust thou art, and unto dust
shalt thou return,” points to the utter
extinction of life.

(6) WHAT IS MAN’'S ONLY HOPE
OF REGAINING IMMORTALITY?

2 Timothy 1:10; Romans5:12-15

Immortality, promised to man on
condition of obedience, had been
forfeited by transgression. Adam could
not transmit to his posterity that which
he did not possess; and there could
have been no hope for the fallen race
had not God, by the sacrifice of His
Son, brought immortality within their
reach. . . . And only through Christ
can immortality be obtained. Said
Jesus: “He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not seelife.”
John 3:36. Every man may come into
possession of this priceless blessing

if he will comply with the conditions.
All “who by patient continuance in
well-doing seek for glory and honor
and immortality,” will receive “eternal
life” Romans2:7.

(7) WHAT HAPPENSTO THE SOUL
OF A SINNER?

Genesis 2:17; Ezekiel 18:20,4

Theonly onewho promised Adam lifein
disobedience was the great deceiver.
And the declaration of the serpent to
Evein Eden—"Yeshall not surely die¢’"—
was the first sermon ever preached
upontheimmortality of thesoul. Yet this
declaration, resting solely upon the
authority of Satan, is echoed from the
pulpits of Christendom and is received
by the mgjority of mankind asreadily as
it wasreceived by our first parents. The
divine sentence, “ The soul that sinneth,
it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:20), ismadeto
mean: The soul that sinneth, it shall not
die, but live eternally. We cannot but
wonder at the strange infatuation which
rendersmen so credul ous concerning the
words of Satan and so unbelieving in
regard to the words of God.

(8) HOW DID GOD PREVENT THE
IMMORTALIZATION OF SIN AND
SINNERS?

Genesis3:24

Had man after hisfall been allowed free
access to the tree of life, he would
havelived forever, and thus sin would
have been immortalized. But cherubim
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and aflaming sword kept “the way of
the tree of life” and not one of the
family of Adam has been permitted to
pass that barrier and partake of the
life-giving fruit. Thereforethereisnot
animmortal sinner.

(9) WHAT HAPPENSTO THEBODY
AND SOUL OF THEWICKED AFTER
THE FINAL JUDGEMENT?

Matthew 10:28

(10) HOW DOES THE LORD FEEL
ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF
THOSEWHO REJECT SALVATION?

Ezekiel 33:11

2 Peter 3:9

But after the Fall, Satan bade hisangels
make a special effort to inculcate the
belief in man’snatural immortality; and
having induced the people to receive
thiserror, they wereto lead them on to
conclude that the sinner would livein
eternal misery. Now the prince of
darkness, working through his agents,
represents God as arevengeful tyrant,
declaring that He plungesinto hell all
those who do not please Him, and
causesthem ever to feel Hiswrath; and
that while they suffer unutterable
anguish and writhe in the eternal
flames, their Creator ooks down upon
them with satisfaction.

Thusthearchfiend clotheswith hisown
attributes the Creator and Benefactor of
mankind. Cruelty issatanic. Godislove;
and al that He created was pure, holy,
and lovely, until sin was brought in by
thefirst great rebel. Satan himself isthe
enemy who tempts man to sin, and then
destroyshimif he can; and when he has
made sure of hisvictim, then heexultsin
theruin he haswrought. If permitted, he
would sweep the entireraceinto hisnet.
Wereit not for theinterposition of divine
power, not one son or daughter of Adam

would escape.

(11) WHAT FOUR ATTRIBUTES
DESCRIBETHETRUE CHARACTER
AND GOVERNMENT OF GOD?

Psalm 89:14

Satan is seeking to overcome men
today, as he overcame our first parents,
by shaking their confidence in their
Creator and leading them to doubt the
wisdom of His government and the
justice of His laws. Satan and his
emissariesrepresent God as even worse
than themselves, in order to justify their
own malignity and rebellion. The great
deceiver endeavors to shift his own
horrible cruelty of character upon our
heavenly Father, that he may cause
himself to appear as one greatly
wronged by his expulsion from heaven
because he would not submit to so
unjust a governor. He presents before
the world the liberty which they may
enjoy under his mild sway, in contrast
with the bondage imposed by the stern
decrees of Jehovah. Thus he succeeds
in luring souls away from their
alegianceto God.
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(12) WHAT WILL REMAIN OF THE
WICKED WHEN JUST PUNISHMENT
HASBEEN DELIVERED?

Malachi 4:3; Psalm 37:20; Obadiah 1:16

How repugnant to every emotion of love
and mercy, and even to our sense of
justice, is the doctrine that the wicked
dead are tormented with fire and
brimstone in an eternally burning hell;
that for the sins of a brief earthly life
they areto suffer torture aslong as God
shall live. Yet this doctrine has been
widely taught and is still embodied in
many of the creeds of Christendom. ...

(13) HOW DOES SATAN COME
TOHISEND?

forever augmenting their load of guilt.
God's glory is not enhanced by thus
perpetuating continually increasing sin
through ceaseless ages.

It is beyond the power of the human
mind to estimate the evil which has
been wrought by the heresy of eternal
torment. Thereligion of the Bible, full of
love and goodness, and abounding in
compassion, isdarkened by superstition
and clothed with terror. When we
consider in what false colors Satan has
painted the character of God, can we
wonder that our merciful Creator is
feared, dreaded, and even hated? The
appalling views of God which have
spread over theworld from theteachings
of the pulpit have made thousands, yes,
millions, of skepticsandinfidels.

(14) WHAT IS THE DESCRIPTION
GIVEN IN THIS VERSE THAT DE-
SCRIBESFALSE DOCTRINE?

Ezekiel 28:18

What would be gained to God should
we admit that He delightsin witnessing
unceasing tortures; that He is regaled
with the groans and shrieks and
imprecations of the suffering creatures
whom He holds in the flames of hell?
Can these horrid soundsbe musicinthe
ear of Infinite Love? It isurged that the
infliction of endless misery upon the
wicked would show God's hatred of sin
as an evil which is ruinousto the peace
and order of the universe. Oh, dreadful
blasphemy! Asif God's hatred of sinis
the reason why it is perpetuated. For,
according to the teachings of these
theologians, continued torture without
hope of mercy maddens its wretched
victims, and as they pour out their rage
in curses and blasphemy, they are

Revelation 14:8; 17:2

The theory of eternal torment is one of
the false doctrines that constitute the
wine of the abomination of Babylon, of
which she makes all nations drink.
Revelation 14:8; 17:2. That ministers of
Christ should have accepted this heresy
and proclaimed it from the sacred desk is
indeed amystery. . . . If weturnfromthe
testimony of God’ sword, and accept false
doctrines because our fathers taught
them, we fall under the condemnation
pronounced upon Babylon; we are
drinking of thewine of her abomination.

(15) WHAT WILL THE LORD
GIVETOBOTH THE RIGHTEOUS
AND THE SINNER?
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Revelation 22:12

A large class to whom the doctrine of
eternal tormentisrevolting aredrivento
the opposite error. They see that the
Scriptures represent God as a being of
love and compassion, and they cannot
believethat Hewill consign Hiscreatures
to the fires of an eternally burning hell.
But holding that the soul is naturally
immortal, they see no alternative but to
concludethat al mankind will finally be
saved. Many regard the threatenings of
the Bible asdesigned merely to frighten
men into obedience, and not to be
literally fulfilled. Thusthesinner canlive
in selfish pleasure, disregarding the
requirements of God, and yet expect to
befinally receivedinto Hisfavor. Sucha
doctrine, presuming upon God's mercy,
but ignoring His justice, pleases the
carnal heart and emboldens the wicked
intheir iniquity.

God has given in His word decisive
evidence that He will punish the
transgressors of His law. Those who
flatter themselvesthat Heistoo merciful
to execute justice upon the sinner, have
only tolook to the cross of Calvary. The
death of the spotless Son of God
testifiesthat “the wages of sinisdeath,”
that every violation of God's law must
receive its just retribution. Christ the
sinlessbecame sin for man. He bore the
guilt of transgression, and the hiding of
His Father’s face, until His heart was
broken and Hislife crushed out. All this
sacrifice was made that sinners might
be redeemed. In no other way could man
be freed from the penalty of sin. And
every soul that refuses to become a

partaker of the atonement provided
at such a cost must bear in his own
person the guilt and punishment of
transgression.

(16) WHAT ESSENTIAL REQUIRE-
MENTS MUST BE MET BEFORE
SALVATION ISASSURED?

Revelation 21:6

Revelation 21:7; Ephesians 5:5;
Hebrews12:14; Revelation 22:14,15

... This promise is only to those that
thirst. None but those who feel their need
of thewater of life, and seek it at theloss
of all thingselse, will besupplied....In
order toinherit al things, we must resist
and overcomesin.

TheLord declaresby the prophet I saiah:
“Say yeto the righteous, that it shall be
well with him.” “Woe unto thewicked! it
shdl beill with him: for thereward of his
hands shall be given him.” Isaiah 3:10,
11. “Though asinner do evil an hundred
times,” saysthewiseman, “and hisdays
be prolonged, yet surely | know that it
shall be well with them that fear God,
which fear before Him: but it shall not be
well withthewicked.” Ecclesiastes8:12,
13. And Paul testifies that the sinner is
treasuring up unto himself “wrath
against the day of wrath and revelation
of the righteous judgment of God; who
will render to every man according to
his deeds;” “tribulation and anguish
upon every soul of man that doeth evil.”
Romans2:5, 6,9.

(17) HOW WILL GOD DEAL WITH
REBELLION AND SIN?
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Exodus 34:6,7

Psalms 145:20; 37:38

God has given to men a declaration of
His character and of His method of
dealing with sin. . . . The power and
authority of the divine government will
be employed to put down rebellion; yet
all the manifestations of retributive
justice will be perfectly consistent with
the character of God asamerciful, long-
suffering, benevolent being.

(18) WHAT IS GOD’S PLEA TO
EVERY SINNER?

Isaiah 1:18; 2 Chronicles 7:14

God does not force the will or judgment
of any. Hetakesno pleasurein adavish
obedience. He desires that the creatures
of His hands shall love Him because He
is worthy of love. He would have them
obey Him because they have an
intelligent appreciation of His wisdom,
justice, and benevolence. And al who
have ajust conception of these qualities
will love Him because they are drawn
toward Himinadmiration of Hisattributes.

The principles of kindness, mercy, and
love, taught and exemplified by our
Saviour, are atranscript of thewill and
character of God. Christ declared that
Hetaught nothing except that which He
had received from His Father. The
principles of the divine government are
in perfect harmony with the Saviour’s
precept, “Love your enemies.” God
executes justice upon the wicked, for
the good of the universe, and even for
the good of those upon whom His
judgments are visited. He would make
them happy if He could do so in
accordance with the laws of His
government and the justice of His
character. He surrounds them with the
tokens of His love, He grants them a
knowledge of Hislaw, and followsthem
with the offers of His mercy; but they
despise His love, make void His law,
and reject Hismercy. While constantly
receiving His gifts, they dishonor the
Giver; they hate God because they
know that He abhors their sins. The
Lord bears long with their perversity;
but the decisive hour will come at last,
when their destiny isto be decided. Will
He then chain these rebelsto His side?
Will Heforcethemto do Hiswill?

(19) WHAT CRY WILL COME FROM
THEWICKEDASTHEY EXPERIENCE
THE PRESENCE OF THELORD?

Revelation 6:16

Those who have chosen Satan as their
leader and have been controlled by his
power are not prepared to enter the
presence of God. Pride, deception,
licentiousness, cruelty, have become
fixed intheir characters. Can they enter
heaven to dwell forever with those
whom they despised and hated on earth?
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Truth will never be agreeable to aliar;
meeknesswill not satisfy self-esteem and
pride; purity is not acceptable to the
corrupt; disinterested love does not
appear attractive to the selfish. What
source of enjoyment could heaven offer
to those who are wholly absorbed in
earthly and selfish interests?

Could those whose lives have been
spent in rebellion against God be
suddenly transported to heaven and
witness the high, the holy state of
perfection that ever existsthere—every
soul filled with love, every countenance
beaming with joy, enrapturing musicin
melodious strainsrising in honor of God
and the Lamb, and ceaseless streams
of light flowing upon the redeemed from
the face of Him who sitteth upon the
throne,—could those whose hearts are
filled with hatred of God, of truth and
holiness, mingle with the heavenly
throng and join their songs of praise?
Could they endure the glory of God
and the Lamb? No, no; years of
probation were granted them, that they
might form characters for heaven; but
they have never trained the mind to
love purity; they have never learned
the language of heaven, and now it is
too late. A life of rebellion against God
has unfitted them for heaven. Its
purity, holiness, and peace would be
tortureto them; the glory of God would
be aconsuming fire. They would long
to flee from that holy place. They
would welcome destruction, that they
might be hidden from the face of Him
who died to redeem them. The destiny
of the wicked is fixed by their own
choice. Their exclusion from heavenis
voluntary with themselves, and just
and merciful on the part of God.

(200 WHAT PROCLAMATION
FROM GOD WILL SEAL THEFATE
OFALL HUMANITY FORETERNITY?

Revelation 22:11

Likethewatersof the Flood the fires of
the great day declare God' sverdict that
thewicked areincurable. They have no
disposition to submit to divine
authority. Their will has been exercised
in revolt; and when life is ended, it is
too late to turn the current of their
thoughts in the opposite direction, too
late to turn from transgression to
obedience, from hatred to love.

(21) WHAT WASTHE RESULT OF
GOD SPARING CAIN FOLLOWING
THEMURDER OF ABEL?

Genesis6:5

In sparing thelife of Cain the murderer,
God gavetheworld an example of what
would be the result of permitting the
sinner to live to continue a course of
unbridled iniquity. Through the
influence of Cain’'s teaching and
example, multitudes of his descendants
wereled into sin, until “the wickedness
of manwasgreat intheearth” and “ every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart
wasonly evil continually.” “Theearthaso
was corrupt before God, and the earthwas
filledwithviolence.” Genesis6:5, 11.

In mercy to the world, God blotted out
itswicked inhabitantsin Noah'stime. In
mercy Hedestroyed the corrupt dwellers
in Sodom. Through the deceptive power
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of Satan the workers of iniquity obtain
sympathy and admiration, and are thus
constantly leading othersto rebellion. It
was so in Cain’sand in Noah's day, and
in the time of Abraham and Lot; it isso
inour time. Itisinmercy tothe universe
that God will finally destroy therejecters
of Hisgrace.

(22) HOW CAN THE SACRIFICE
OF CHRIST REDEEM ALL REPENT-
ANT SINNERS?

Romans5:17-10; Acts24:15

In consequence of Adam’s sin, death
passed upon the whole human race.
All alike go down into the grave. And
through the provisions of the plan of
salvation, all are to be brought forth
fromtheir graves.

(23) WHAT DETERMINES THE
MEASURE OF PUNISHMENT THE
WICKED WILL RECEIVE?

Matthew 16:27

“Thereshall bearesurrection of the dead,
both of the just and unjust;” 1
Cornthians 15:22.. .. But adistinctionis
made between the two classes that are
brought forth. “All that areinthe graves
shall hear His voice, and shall come
forth; they that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation.” John 5:28, 29. They who
have been “accounted worthy” of the
resurrection of life are “blessed and
holy.” “On such the second death hath

no power.” Revelation 20:6. But those
who have not, through repentance and
faith, secured pardon, must receive the
penalty of transgression—"the wages
of sin.” They suffer punishment varying
in duration and intensity, “according to
their works,” but finally ending in the
second death. Sinceit isimpossible for
God, consistently with His justice and
mercy, to save the sinner in hissins, He
deprives him of the existence which his
transgressions have forfeited and of
which he has proved himself unworthy.

(24) WHAT IS THE FINAL STATE
OF THE SOUL THAT SINS?

Romans 6:23

Obadiah 16; Psalm 37:10

Thuswill bemadean end of sin, withall
the woe and ruin which have resulted
from it. Says the psalmist: “Thou hast
destroyed the wicked, Thou hast put out
their name forever and ever. O thou
enemy, destructions are come to a
perpetual end.” Psalm 9:5, 6. John, inthe
Revelation, looking forward to the eternal
state, hearsauniversal anthem of praise
undisturbed by one note of discord.
Every creaturein heaven and earth was
heard ascribing glory to God. Revelation
5:13. There will then be no lost soulsto
blaspheme God asthey writhein never-
ending torment; no wretched beings in
hell will mingle their shrieks with the
songs of the saved.

(25) WHAT IS THE CONDITION
OFALL THOSEWHODIE?

46



TheGreat Controvery BibleSudy Guide

Ecclesiastes 9:5

Upon the fundamental error of natural
immortality rests the doctrine of
consciousness in death—a doctrine,
like eternal torment, opposed to the
teachings of the Scriptures, to the
dictates of reason, and to our feelings
of humanity. According to the popular
belief, the redeemed in heaven are
acquainted with all that takes place on
the earth and especially with the lives
of the friends whom they have left
behind. But how could it be asource of
happiness to the dead to know the
troubles of the living, to witness the
sinscommitted by their own loved ones,
and to see them enduring all the
sorrows, disappointments, and anguish
of life? How much of heaven's bliss
would be enjoyed by those who were
hovering over their friends on earth?
And how utterly revolting is the belief
that as soon as the breath leaves the
body the soul of the impenitent is
consigned to the flames of hell! Towhat
depths of anguish must those be
plunged who see their friends passing
to the grave unprepared, to enter upon
an eternity of woe and sin! Many have
been driven to insanity by this
harrowing thought.

What say the Scriptures concerning
these things? David declares that man
is not conscious in death. “His breath
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth;
in that very day his thoughts perish.”
Psalm 146:4.

(26) WHAT CAN THE LIVING
DO THAT THE DEAD CANNOT?

Isaiah 38:18,19

When, in answer to his prayer,
Hezekiah's life was prolonged fifteen
years, the grateful king rendered to God
atribute of praise for His great mercy.
In this song he tells the reason why he
thusrejoices: “ The grave cannot praise
Thee, death cannot celebrate Thee: they
that go down into the pit cannot hope
for Thy truth. Theliving, theliving, he
shall praise Thee, as | do this day.”
Isaiah 38:18, 19. Popular theology
represents the righteous dead as in
heaven, entered into bliss and praising
God with an immortal tongue; but
Hezekiah could see no such glorious
prospect in death. With his words
agrees the testimony of the psalmist:
“In death there is no remembrance of
Thee: inthe grave who shall give Thee
thanks?’” “ The dead praise not the L ord,
neither any that go down into silence.”
Psalms6:5; 115:17.

(27) WHEREISKING DAVID TODAY?

Acts 2:29

Thefact that David remainsinthegrave
until the resurrection proves that the
righteous do not go to heaven at death.
It isonly through the resurrection, and
by virtue of the fact that Christ has
risen, that David can at last sit at the
right hand of God.

(28) FROM WHERE WILL THE
DEAD COME ON RESURRECTION
DAY?

47



TheFirst Great Deception

John 5:28,29

(29) WHY ISIT NOT LOGICAL
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED TO
GO TOHEAVEN OR HELL BEFORE
THE DAY CHRIST RETURNS?

Revelation 22:12

And said Paul: “If the dead rise not,
then is not Christ raised: and if Christ
be not raised, your faithisvain; ye are
yet in your sins. Then they also which
arefalenaslegpin Christ are perished.”
| Corinthians 15:16-18. If for four
thousand years the righteous had gone
directly to heaven at death, how could
Paul have said that if there is no
resurrection, “they alsowhich arefallen
asleep in Christ are perished”? No
resurrection would be necessary.

(30) AT CHRIST'S ASCENSION,
WHAT PRECIOUS PROMISE DID
HE LEAVE FOR THOSE WHO
WOULD LONG FORHISRETURN?

John 14:2,3

But when about to leave His disciples,
Jesus did not tell them that they would

soon come to Him. . . . And Paul tells
us, further, that “the Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with ashout, with
the voice of the Archangel, and with
thetrump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall risefirst: then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord intheair: and so shall we ever be
withtheLord.” And he adds: “ Comfort
one another with these words.” |
Thessalonians 4:16-18. . . . Paul points
his brethren to the future coming of the
Lord, when the fetters of the tomb shall
bebroken, and the“dead in Christ” shall
beraised to eternal life.

(31) WHAT GREAT AND SOLEMN
EVENT MUST TAKE PLACE BEFORE
THERIGHTEOUSAND THEWICKED
RECEIVETHEIRREWARDS?

Revelation 20:12

Before any can enter the mansions of
the blessed, their cases must be
investigated, and their characters and
their deeds must pass in review before
God. All are to be judged according to
the thingswritten in the books and to be
rewarded astheir works have been. This
judgment does not take place at death.
Mark the words of Paul: “He hath
appointed a day, in the which He will
judgetheworldin righteousness by that
Man whom He hath ordained; whereof
He hath given assurance unto all men,
inthat He hath raised Him from the dead.”
Acts 17:31. Here the apostle plainly
stated that a specified time, then future,
had been fixed upon for thejudgment of
theworld.

Jude refers to the same period: “The
angels which kept not their first estate,
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but left their own habitation, He hath
reserved in everlasting chains under
darkness unto the judgment of the great
day.” And, again, he quotes the words
of Enoch: “Behold, the Lord cometh with
ten thousands of His saints, to execute
judgment uponall.” Jude6, 14, 15. . ..

But if the dead are already enjoying
the bliss of heaven or writhing in the
flames of hell, what need of afuture
judgment? The teachings of God’s
word on these important points are
neither obscure nor contradictory;
they may be understood by common
minds. But what candid mind can see
either wisdom or justice in the current
theory? Will the righteous, after the
investigation of their cases at the
judgment, receive the commendation,
“Well done, thou good and faithful
servant: . . . enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord,” when they have been
dwelling in His presence, perhaps for
long ages? Are the wicked summoned
from the place of torment to receive
sentence from the Judge of all the
earth: “Depart from Me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire” ? Matthew 25:21,
41. Oh, solemn mockery! shameful
impeachment of the wisdom and
justice of God!

(32) IN WHAT STATE DO THE
DEAD REMAIN UNTIL THE RESUR-
RECTION?

Daniel 12:2; Psalm 13:3; Job 7:21

Nowhere in the Sacred Scriptures is
found the statement that the righteous
gototheir reward or the wicked to their
punishment at death. The patriarchsand

prophets have left no such assurance.
Christ and His apostles have given
no hint of it. The Bible clearly teaches
that the dead do not go immediately
to heaven. They are represented as
sleeping until the resurrection. |
Thessalonians 4:14; Job 14:10-12. In
the very day when the silver cord is
loosed and the golden bow! broken
(Ecclesiastes 12:6), man’s thoughts
perish. They that go down to the grave
are in silence. They know no more of
anything that is done under the sun.
Job 14:21. Blessed rest for the weary
righteous! Time, beit long or short, is
but amoment to them. They sleep; they
are awakened by the trump of God to a
gloriousimmortality. “ For the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible. . . .So when this
corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and thismortal shall have
put onimmortality, then shall be brought
to passthe saying that iswritten, Death
is swallowed up in victory.” |
Corinthians 15:52-54.

(33) WHATWILL BETHEVICTORY
CRY OF THERESURRECTED RIGHT-
EOUS?

1 Corinthians 15:55

Asthey are called forth from their deep
slumber they begin to think just where
they ceased. Thelast sensation wasthe
pang of death; the last thought, that
they were falling beneath the power
of the grave. When they arise from
the tomb, their first glad thought will
be echoed in the triumphal shout:
“O death, where isthy sting? O grave,
where isthy victory?’
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| realize that the first
deception to mankind was,
“Ye shall not surely die.” It
isclear that the Bible teaches
that the ultimate result of
unrepented sin brings final
death to both the body and soul .
Circlee Yes Undecided

| have discovered in God’s
Word that our only hope for
immortality is to accept the
atoning sacrifice of Christ.
Circlee Yes Undecided

| seethe evidence of the great
controversy and Satan’s effort
is to convince the world that
God’s government is stern
and unfair. But, it is evident
in Scripture that all God’s
judgements are righteous,
just, and merciful.

Circle. Yes Undecided

| see God's mercy in the fact
that after receiving their just
reward, the wicked will be
destroyed in the fires of hell.

Neither their body or soul will
beleft to suffer for endlessages.
Circlee Yes Undecided
I havefound in Scripturethat
the dead are not in heaven
praising God. They have no
emotion, thought, or any
awareness of any kind but
are asleep in their graves
awaiting the resurrection.
Circle:  Yes Undecided
It gives me peace to know
they are not observing their
loved ones suffering the
injustices of thisworld. They
are asleep in their grave
awaiting the resurrection at
the second coming of Christ.
Circlee Yes Undecided
It is my prayer that | will be
among thosefaithful followers
who cry out, “ O death, where
isthy sting? O grave, whereis
they victory?” .

Circlee Yes Undecided

Sudy Notes:
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The ministration of holy angels, as
presented in the Scriptures, is a truth
most comforting and precious to every
follower of Christ. But the Bibleteaching
upon this point has been obscured and
perverted by the errors of popular
theology. The doctrine of natural
immortality, first borrowed from the
pagan philosophy, and in the darkness
of the great apostasy incorporated into
the Christian faith, has supplanted the
truth, so plainly taught in Scripture, that
“the dead know not anything.”
Multitudes have come to believe that
it is spirits of the dead who are the
“ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
for themwho shall be heirs of salvation.”
And this notwithstanding the testimony
of Scriptureto the existence of heavenly

Can The Dead Speak to Us?- 6

angels, and their connection with the
history of man, before the death of a
human being.

(1) WHAT WILL THE DEAD NOT
DOAFTERENTERING THE GRAVE?

Job 7:9

The doctrine of man’s consciousness
in death, especially the belief that
spirits of the dead return to minister to
the living, has prepared the way for
modern spiritualism. If the dead are
admitted to the presence of God and holy
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angels, and privileged with knowledge
far exceeding what they before
possessed, why should they not return
to the earth to enlighten and instruct the
living? If, as taught by popular
theologians, spirits of the dead are
hovering about their friends on earth,
why should they not be permitted to
communicate with them, to warn them
against evil, or to comfort them in
sorrow? How can those who believe in
man’s consciousness in death reject
what comes to them as divine
light communicated by glorified spirits?
Here is a channel regarded as sacred,
through which Satan works for the
accomplishment of his purposes. The
fallen angelswho do hisbidding appear
as messengers from the spirit world.
While professing to bring the living
into communication with the dead, the
prince of evil exercises his bewitching
influence upon their minds.

(2) WHAT ABILITY DO THE
FORCES OF EVIL POSSESS AND
USEINANATTEMPT TODECEIVE
THEWORLD?

Matthew 24:24; Revelation 16:14

He has power to bring before men the
appearance of their departed friends. The
counterfeit is perfect; the familiar ook,
thewords, the tone, are reproduced with
marvelous distinctness. Many are
comforted with the assurance that their
loved ones are enjoying the bliss of
heaven, and without suspicion of
danger, they give ear “to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils.” When
they have been led to believe that the
dead actually return to communicatewith
them, Satan causes those to appear who
went into the grave unprepared. They

claimto be happy in heaven and evento
occupy exalted positions there, and
thus the error is widely taught that
no difference is made between the
righteous and the wicked. The
pretended visitants from the world of
spirits sometimes utter cautions and
warnings which prove to be correct.
Then, as confidence is gained, they
present doctrines that directly
underminefaith in the Scriptures. With
an appearance of deep interest in the
well-being of their friends on earth,
they insinuate the most dangerous
errors. The fact that they state some
truths, and are able at times to fore-
tell future events, gives to their
statements an appearance of reliability;
and their false teachings are accepted
by the multitudes as readily, and
believed asimplicitly, asif they were
the most sacred truths of the Bible.
The law of God is set aside, the Spirit
of grace despised, the blood of the
covenant counted an unholy thing.
The spirits deny the deity of Christ
and place even the Creator on alevel
with themselves. Thus under a new
disguisethe great rebel still carrieson
his warfare against God, begun in
heaven and for nearly six thousand
years continued upon the earth.

(3) INTHISBIBLICAL EXAMPLE,
WHO WAS IT THAT THE SPIRITS
OF EVIL IMPERSONATED?

1 Samuel 28:14

Many endeavor to account for spiritual
manifestations by attributing them
wholly to fraud and sleight of hand on
the part of the medium. But whileit is
true that the results of trickery have
often been palmed off as genuine
manifestations, there have been, also,
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marked exhibitions of supernatural
power. The mysterious rapping with
which modern spiritualism began was
not the result of human trickery or
cunning, but wasthe direct work of evil
angels, who thusintroduced one of the
most successful of soul-destroying
delusions. Many will be ensnared
through the belief that spiritualismisa
merely human imposture; when
brought face to face with manifestations
which they cannot but regard as
supernatural, they will be deceived, and
will be led to accept them as the great
power of God.

(4 WHAT THREE CATEGORIES
DESCRIBE THE MANIFESTATION
OF SATANIC POWERS?

2 Thessalonians 2:9,10

These persons overlook the testimony
of the Scriptures concerning the
wonders wrought by Satan and his
agents. It was by satanic aid that
Pharaoh’s magicians were enabled
to counterfeit the work of God. Paul
testifies that before the second
advent of Christ there will be similar
manifestations of satanic power. ... And
the apostle John, describing the miracle-
working power that will be manifested
in the last days, declares: “He doeth
great wonders, so that he maketh fire
come down from heaven ontheearthin
the sight of men, and deceiveth them
that dwell on the earth by the means of
those miracles which he had power to
do.” Revelation 13:13,14. No mere
impostures are here foretold. Men are
deceived by the miracleswhich Satan’s
agents have power to do, not which they
pretend to do.

(5) WHAT WILL BE SATAN’S
MASTERPIECE OF DECEPTION?

2 Corinthians 11:13,14

The prince of darkness, who has so long
bent the powers of hismastermind to the
work of deception, skillfully adapts his
temptations to men of all classes and
conditions. To persons of culture and
refinement he presents spiritualisminits
morerefined and intellectual aspects, and
thus succeeds in drawing many into his
snare. The wisdom which spiritualism
imparts is that described by the apostle
James, which “descendeth not from
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.”
James 3:15. This, however, the great
deceiver conceal swhen conced ment will
best suit his purpose. He who could
appear clothed with the brightness of the
heavenly seraphs before Christ in the
wilderness of temptation, comes to men
inthe most attractive manner asan angel
of light. He appeals to the reason by the
presentation of elevating themes; he
delights the fancy with enrapturing
scenes; and he enlists the affections by
his eloquent portrayals of love and
charity. Heexcitestheimagination tolofty
flights, leading men to take so great pride
in their own wisdom that in their hearts
they despisethe Eternal One. That mighty
being who could take the world’s
Redeemer to an exceedingly high
mountain and bring before Him all the
kingdoms of the earth and the glory of
them, will present histemptationsto men
in a manner to pervert the senses of al
who are not shielded by divine power.

(6) WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF
FORBIDDEN KNOWLEDGE AND
SELF-EXALTATION THAT EVIL
MEN DESIRE?
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James3:15

Satan beguiles men now as he beguiled
Eve in Eden by flattery, by kindling a
desire to obtain forbidden knowledge,
by exciting ambition for self-exaltation.
It was cherishing these evils that
caused his fall, and through them he
aims to compass the ruin of men. “Ye
shall beasgods,” he declares, “knowing
good and evil.” Genesis3:5. Spiritualism
teaches “that man is the creature of
progression; that it is his destiny from
his birth to progress, even to eternity,
toward the Godhead.” . . .

Thus, in place of the righteousness and
perfection of the infinite God, the true
object of adoration; in place of the
perfect righteousness of Hislaw, thetrue
standard of human attainment, Satan has
substituted the sinful, erring nature of
man himself as the only object of
adoration, the only rule of judgment, or
standard of character. Thisis progress,
not upward, but downward.

(7) HOW ONLY CAN MANKIND
BE EXALTED?

James4:6; Matthew 23:12

It isalaw both of the intellectual and
the spiritual nature that by beholding
we become changed. The mind
gradually adapts itself to the subjects
upon which it is allowed to dwell. It
becomes assimilated to that whichiitis
accustomed to love and reverence. Man
will never rise higher than his standard
of purity or goodness or truth. If self is
hisloftiest ideal, hewill never attain to

anything more exalted. Rather, he will
constantly sink lower and lower. The
grace of God alone has power to exalt
man. Left to himself, his course must
inevitably be downward.

(8) WHAT IS MAN’'S PART
IN COOPERATION WITH GOD
AGAINST SELF-INDULGENCE?

1 Corinthians 9:25

Tothesdlf-indulgent, the pleasure-loving,
the sensual, spiritualism presents itself
under a less subtle disguise than to the
morerefined andintellectua; initsgrosser
formsthey find that which isin harmony
withtheir inclinations. Setan studiesevery
indication of thefrailty of human nature,
he marks the sinswhich each individual
isinclined to commit, and then he takes
care that opportunities shall not be
wanting to gratify the tendency to evil.
Hetemptsmento excessinthat whichis
in itself lawful, causing them, through
intemperance, to weaken physical,
mental, and moral power. He has
destroyed and is destroying thousands
through the indulgence of the passions,
thus brutalizing the entire nature of man.
And to complete his work, he declares,
through the spirits that “true knowledge
placesman aboveall law;” that “whatever
is, is right;” that “God doth not
condemn;” and that “all sins which are
committed are innocent.” When the
people are thus led to believe that desire
isthe highest law, that liberty islicense,
and that man is accountable only to
himself, who can wonder that corruption
and depravity teem on every hand?
Multitudes eagerly accept teachings that
leave them at liberty to obey the
promptings of the carnal heart. Thereins
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of self-control are laid upon the neck of
lugt, the powersof mind and soul aremade
subject to the animal propensities, and
Satan exultingly sweeps into his net
thousands who profess to be followers
of Christ.

(9) WHAT WARNING DOES
SCRIPTURE GIVE REGARDING IN-
VOLVEMENT IN SPIRITUALISM?

Leviticus19:31; Isaiah 8:20

But none need be deceived by thelying
claimsof spiritualism. God hasgiventhe
world sufficient light to enable them to
discover the snare. As already shown,
the theory which forms the very
foundation of spiritualismisat war with
the plainest statements of Scripture. The
Bible declares that the dead know not
anything, that their thoughts have
perished; they have no part in anything
that is done under the sun; they know
nothing of the joys or sorrows of those
who were dearest to them on earth.

(10) TOREVEAL THE SERIOUS-
NESS OF THE ISSUE OF SPIRITU-
ALISM, WHAT PENALTY DID
GOD DECREE TO THOSE WHO
BECAMEINVOLVED?

Leviticus 20:27; 19:31

Furthermore, God has expressly
forbidden all pretended communication
with departed spirits. In the days of the
Hebrews there was a class of people

who claimed, as do the spiritualists of
today, to hold communication with the
dead. But the“familiar spirits,” asthese
visitantsfrom other worldswere called,
are declared by the Bible to be “the
spirits of devils.” (Compare Numbers
25:1-3; Psalm 106:28; | Corinthians
10:20; Revelation 16:14.) The work of
dealing with familiar spirits was
pronounced an abomination to the L ord,
and was solemnly forbidden under
penalty of death. The very name of
witchcraft isnow held in contempt. The
claimthat men can hold intercourse with
evil spiritsisregarded as afable of the
Dark Ages. But spiritualism, which
numbers its converts by hundreds of
thousands, yea, by millions, which has
made its way into scientific circles,
which has invaded churches, and has
found favor in legislative bodies, and
even in the courts of kings—this
mammoth deceptionisbut arevival, in
a new disguise, of the witchcraft
condemned and prohibited of old.

If there were no other evidence of the
real character of spiritualism, it should
be enough for the Christian that the
spirits make no difference between
righteousness and sin, between the
noblest and purest of the apostles of
Christ and the most corrupt of the
servants of Satan. By representing the
basest of men as in heaven, and highly
exalted there, Satan says to the world:
“No matter how wicked you are; no
matter whether you believe or dishelieve
God and the Bible. Live as you please;
heaven is your home.” The spiritualist
teachers virtually declare: “Everyone
that doeth evil isgood in the sight of the
Lord, and He delighteth in them; or,
Whereisthe God of judgment?’ Malachi
2:17. Saith theword of God: “Woe unto
them that call evil good, and good evil;
that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness.” Isaiah 5:20.
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(11) WHY IS THE BIBLE THE
ONLY RELIABLE SOURCE OF
COUNSEL REGARDING SPIRIT-
UALISM?

John 17:17

The apostles, as personated by these
lying spirits, are made to contradict what
they wrote at the dictation of the Holy
Spirit when on earth. They deny the
divine origin of the Bible, and thus tear
away the foundation of the Christian’s
hope and put out the light that reveals
the way to heaven. Satan is making the
world believe that the Bible is a mere
fiction, or at least a book suited to the
infancy of therace, but now to belightly
regarded, or cast aside as obsolete. And
to take the place of the word of God he
holds our spiritual manifestations. Here
is a channel wholly under his control;
by this means he can make the world
believewhat hewill. The Book that isto
judge him and his followers he putsin
the shade, just where he wants it; the
Saviour of the world he makesto be no
more than a common man. And as the
Roman guard that watched the tomb of
Jesus spread the lying report which the
priests and elders put into their mouths
to disprove His resurrection, so do the
believersin spiritual manifestations try
to make it appear that there is nothing
miraculous in the circumstances of our
Saviour’'slife. After thus seeking to put
Jesus in the background, they call
attention to their own miracles, declaring
that these far exceed theworksof Christ.

(12) WHAT SOURCE OF POWER
DOES SPIRITUALISM CLAIM?

Acts 8:9,10

It is true that spiritualism is now
changing itsform and, veiling some of
its more objectionable features, is
assuming a Christian guise. But its
utterances from the platform and the
press have been before the public for
many years, and in these its real
character stands revealed. These
teachings cannot be denied or hidden.

Eveninitspresentform, sofar frombeing
more worthy of toleration than formerly,
it isreally amore dangerous, because a
more subtle, deception. Whileit formerly
denounced Christ and the Bible, it now
professes to accept both. But the Bible
isinterpreted in amanner that ispleasing
to the unrenewed heart, whileits solemn
and vital truths are made of no effect.
Loveisdwelt upon asthe chief attribute
of God, but it is degraded to a weak
sentimentalism, making little distinc-
tion between good and evil. God’'s
justice, His denunciations of sin, the
requirementsof Hisholy law, areall kept
out of sight. The people are taught to
regard the Decalogue as a dead letter.
Pleasing, bewitching fablescaptivatethe
senses and lead men to reject the Bible
asthefoundation of their faith. Christis
asverily denied asbefore; but Satan has
so blinded the eyes of the people that
the deception is not discerned.

(13) WHAT DIRECTIVE DOES
SCRIPTURE GIVE TO SAFEGUARD
US FROM DECEPTION?

2 Timothy 2:15

There are few who have any just con-
ception of the deceptive power of
spiritualism and the danger of coming
under itsinfluence. Many tamper with it
merely to gratify their curiosity. They
havenored faithinitand would befilled
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with horror at the thought of yielding
themselves to the spirits' control. But
they venture upon the forbidden ground,
and the mighty destroyer exercises his
power upon them against their will. Let
them once be induced to submit their
mindsto hisdirection, and he holdsthem
captive. It is impossible, in their own
strength, to break away from the
bewitching, aluring spell. Nothing but
the power of God, granted in answer to
the earnest prayer of faith, can deliver
these ensnared souls.

(14) WHAT IS THE RESULT OF
INDULGENCEINANY KNOWN SIN?

|saiah 59:2

All whoindulgesinful traitsof characte,
or willfully cherish a known sin, are
inviting the temptations of Satan. They
separate themsel vesfrom God and from
the watchcare of His angels; as the evil
one presents his deceptions, they are
without defense and fall an easy prey.
Those who thus place themselvesin his
power littlerealizewheretheir coursewill
end. Having achieved their overthrow,
the tempter will employ them as his
agents to lure othersto ruin.

(150 WHY WILL MANY BELIEVE
“STRONG DELUSIONS'?

2 Thessalonians 2:10,11

Says the prophet Isaiah: “When they
shall say unto you, Seek unto them
that have familiar spirits, and unto
wizards that peep, and that mutter:
should not a people seek unto their

God? for the living to the dead? To
the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to thisword, itis
because there is no light in them.”
Isaiah 8:19, 20. If men had been willing
to receive the truth so plainly stated
in the Scriptures concerning the
nature of man and the state of the
dead, they would seein the claimsand
manifestations of spiritualism the
working of Satan with power and
signs and lying wonders. But rather
than yield the liberty so agreeable to
the carnal heart, and renounce the sins
which they love, multitudes close
their eyes to the light and walk
straight on, regardless of warnings,
while Satan weaves his snares about
them, and they become his prey.
“Because they received not the love
of the truth, that they might be
saved,” therefore “God shall send
them strong delusion, that they
should believe alie.”

(16) WHEN WE STAND ON THE
TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD WHO
ARE WE OPPOSING?

Romans 8:38

Those who oppose the teachings of
spiritualism are assailing, not men alone,
but Satan and his angels. They have
entered upon a contest against
principalities and powers and wicked
spiritsin high places. Satanwill not yield
oneinch of ground except asheisdriven
back by the power of heavenly
messengers. The people of God should
be able to meet him, asdid our Saviour,
withthewords: “Itiswritten.” Satan can
quote Scripture now as in the days of
Christ, and he will pervert its teachings
to sustain his delusions. Those who
would stand in this time of peril must
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understand for themselvesthe testimony
of the Scriptures.

(17) IF CONFRONTED BY EVIL
SPIRITS IMPERSONATING THE
DEAD, WHAT TRUTH WILL PRO-
TECT USFROM DECEPTION?

Ecclesiastes 9:5

Many will be confronted by the
spirits of devils personating beloved
relatives or friends and declaring the
most dangerous heresies. These
visitants will appeal to our tenderest
sympathies and will work miracles to
sustain their pretensions. We must be
prepared to withstand them with the
Bible truth that the dead know not
anything and that they who thus
appear are the spirits of devils.

(18) IFWE FOLLOWED GOD’S
WORD, WHAT GREAT PROMISE
MAY WE CLAIM DURING OUR
“HOUR OF TEMPTATION"?

Revelation 3:10

Just before us is “the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all
theworld, to try them that dwell upon
the earth.” All whosefaithisnot firmly
established upon the word of God will
be deceived and overcome. Satan
“works with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness’ to gain control of
the children of men, and his deceptions
will continually increase. But he can
gain hisobject only asmen voluntarily
yield to his temptations. Those who
are earnestly seeking a knowledge of

the truth and are striving to purify
their souls through obedience, thus
doing what they can to prepare for the
conflict, will find, inthe God of truth, a
sure defense. “ Because thou hast kept
the word of My patience, | also will
keep thee”, is the Saviour’s promise.
He would sooner send every angel out
of heaven to protect His people than
leave one soul that trustsin Him to be
overcome by Satan.

(199 WHAT DANGER RESTS IN
BLIND ACCEPTANCE OF COMMON
BELIEFS WITHOUT SEARCHING
FOR ANDACCEPTINGTRUTH FOR
OURSELVES?

Hosea 4:6

The prophet Isaiah brings to view the
fearful deception whichwill come upon
the wicked, causing them to count
themselves secure from the judgments
of God: “We have made acovenant with
death, and with hell arewe at agreement;
when the overflowing scourge shall
pass through, it shall not come unto
us: for we have made lies our refuge,
and under falsehood have we hid
ourselves.” Isaiah 28:15. In the class
here described are included those who
in their stubborn impenitence comfort
themselves with the assurance that
there is to be no punishment for the
sinner; that all mankind, it matters not
how corrupt, are to be exalted to
heaven, to become asthe angel s of God.
But still more emphatically are those
making a covenant with death and an
agreement with hell, who renouncethe
truths which Heaven has provided as a
defense for the righteous in the day of
trouble, and accept the refuge of lies
offered by Satan in its stead—the
delusive pretensions of spiritualism.
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(20) WHAT LIE TOLD IN THE
GARDEN BY SATAN IS THE
BASISFORALL SPIRITUALISM?

Genesis3:4

Satan has long been preparing for his
final effort to deceive the world. The
foundation of hiswork waslaid by the
assurance given to Eve in Eden: “Ye
shall not surely die.” “In the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened,
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
andevil.” Littleby little he has prepared
theway for hismasterpiece of deception
in the development of spiritualism. He
has not yet reached the full
accomplishment of his designs; but it
will be reached in the last remnant of
time. Says the prophet: “I saw three

unclean spiritslikefrogs; . . . they are
the spirits of devils, working miracles,
which go forth unto the kings of the
earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty.” Revelation 16:13,14.
Except those who are kept by the
power of God, through faith in His
word, the whole world will be swept
into the ranks of this delusion. The
people are fast being lulled to a fatal
security, to be awakened only by the
outpouring of the wrath of God.

(21) WHEN THIS GREAT CON-
TROVERSY CLOSES WHAT WILL
BECOME OF SATAN’'S "REFUGE
OFLIES"?

Isaiah 28:17

By my study | am aware that
in the last days the prince of
evil will attempt to exert his
bewitching influence upon
our minds professing that
communication exists be-
tween the living and the dead.

Circle. Yes Undecided
| am grateful to God for
exposing Satan’s two major
deceptions — immortality of
the soul, and consciencious-
nessin death, so that by His
Word | won't be deceived.

Circle Yes Undecided

| see theimportance of the
study of God’s Word. |
claim God’s promise to
reveal truth to me as| seek
it so that | won't fall prey
to Satan’s deceptions.

Circle Yes Undecided
| realize the Bible warns us
of the perilous times we will
face at the end of earth’s
history and | am so thankful
for the promisethat if | keep
His Word He will keep me.
By His power | will receive
the promise of eternal life.

Circle Yes Undecided
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(1) WHAT IS THE IMPLICATION
OF BREAKING EVEN ONE OF
GOD’'S LAWS?

James2:10

From the very beginning of the great
controversy in heaven it has been
Satan’s purposeto overthrow thelaw of
God. It was to accomplish this that he
entered upon his rebellion against the
Creator, and though he was cast out of
heaven he has continued the same
warfare upon the earth. To deceive men,
and thus lead them to transgress God's

law, isthe object which he has steadfastly
pursued. Whether this be accomplished
by casting aside the law altogether, or
by rejecting one of its precepts, theresult
will beultimately thesame. Hethet offends
“in one point,” manifests contempt for
thewholelaw; hisinfluence and example
are on the side of transgression; he
becomes* guilty of all.”

(2) WHAT IS SATAN'S PURPOSE
IN THE DEGRADATION OF GOD’S
LAWS?

Romans7:7; Romans3:20
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In seeking to cast contempt upon the
divine statutes, Satan has perverted the
doctrines of the Bible, and errors have
thus become incorporated into the faith
of thousands who professto believethe
Scriptures. The last great conflict
between truth and error is but the
final struggle of the long-standing
controversy concerning the law of
God. Upon this battle we are now
entering—a battle between the laws of
men and the precepts of Jehovah,
between thereligion of the Bibleand the
religion of fableand tradition.

(3) WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF
GOD’S WORD AND THE LAW IT
CONTAINS?

Psalm 119:105

The agencies which will unite against
truth and righteousness in this contest
are now actively at work. God's holy
word, which has been handed down to
us at such acost of suffering and blood,
is but little valued. The Bible is within
the reach of al, but there are few who
really accept it asthe guide of life.

(4 WHAT IS THE ROOT CAUSE
OF INFIDELITY?

Jeremiah 8:9

Infidelity prevailsto an alarming extent,
not intheworld merely, but in the church.
Many have come to deny doctrines
which arethevery pillarsof the Christian
faith. The great facts of creation as
presented by theinspired writers, thefall

of man, the atonement, and the
perpetuity of the law of God, are
practically rejected, either wholly or in
part, by alarge share of the professedly
Christian world. Thousands who pride
themselves upon their wisdom and
independence regard it as an evidence
of weaknessto placeimplicit confidence
in the Bible; they think it a proof of
superior talent and learning to cavil at
the Scriptures and to spiritualize and
explain away their most important truths.
Many ministersareteaching their people,
and many professors and teachers are
instructing their students, that the law
of God has been changed or abrogated;
and those who regard its requirements
as still valid, to be literally obeyed, are
thought to be deserving only of ridicule
or contempt.

(5) WHAT DANGER LIES IN
THE REJECTION OF TRUTH?

John 18:37

In rejecting the truth, men reject its
Author. In trampling upon the law of
God, they deny the authority of the
Lawgiver. It is as easy to make an idol
of false doctrines and theories as to
fashion an idol of wood or stone. By
misrepresenting the attributes of God,
Satan leads men to conceive of Him in
a false character. With many, a
philosophical idol is enthroned in the
place of Jehovah; while the living
God, as He isrevealed in Hisword, in
Christ, and in the works of creation, is
worshiped by but few. Thousands deify
naturewhilethey deny the God of nature.
Though in a different form, idolatry
exists in the Christian world today as
verily asit existed among ancient I sragl
in the days of Elijah. The god of many
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professedly wise men, of philosophers,
poets, politicians, journalists—the god
of polished fashionablecircles, of many
colleges and universities, even of some
theological institutions—is little better
than Baal, the sun-god of Phoenicia.

(6) HOW LONG WILL THE LAW
OF GOD REMAIN IN EFFECT?

Psalm 119:160

No error accepted by the Christian world
strikes more boldly against the authority
of Heaven, none is more directly
opposed to the dictates of reason, none
ismore perniciousinitsresults, than the
modern doctrine, so rapidly gaining
ground, that God'’s law is no longer
binding upon men. Every nation hasits
laws, which command respect and
obedience; no government could exist
without them; and can it be conceived
that the Creator of the heavens and the
earth has no law to govern the beings
He has made? Suppose that prominent
ministerswere publicly to teach that the
statutes which govern their land and
protect therights of its citizenswere not
obligatory—that they restricted the
liberties of the people, and therefore
ought not to be obeyed; how long would
such men betolerated in the pul pit? But
isit a graver offense to disregard the
lawsof statesand nationsthantotrample
upon those divine precepts which are
the foundation of all government?

(7) WHAT ISLAWLESSNESS?

1John 3:4

It would be far more consistent for
nations to abolish their statutes, and
permit the people to do as they please,
than for the Ruler of the universeto annul
His law, and leave the world without a
standard to condemn the guilty or justify
the obedient. Would we know the result
of making void the law of God? The
experiment hasbeen tried. Terriblewere
the scenes enacted in France when
atheism became the controlling power.
It was then demonstrated to the world
that to throw off the restraintswhich God
has imposed is to accept the rule of the
cruelest of tyrants. When the standard
of righteousness is set aside, theway is
open for the prince of evil to establish
his power in the earth.

Wherever the divine precepts are
rejected, sin ceases to appear sinful or
righteousness desirable. Those who
refuse to submit to the government of
God are wholly unfitted to govern
themselves. Through their pernicious
teachings the spirit of insubordination
isimplanted in the hearts of childrenand
youth, who are naturally impatient of
control; and a lawless, licentious state
of society results. While scoffing at
the credulity of those who obey the
requirements of God, the multitudes
eagerly accept the delusions of Satan.
They give the rein to lust and practice
the sins which have called down
judgments upon the heathen.

(8) WHAT BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE
WILL RESULT WHEN GOD’SLAWS
ARE SET ASIDE?

Galations 6:7

Those who teach the people to regard
lightly the commandments of God sow
disobedience to reap disobedience. Let
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the restraint imposed by the divine law
be wholly cast aside, and human laws
would soon be disregarded. Because
God forbids dishonest practices,
coveting, lying, and defrauding, men are
ready to trample upon His statutes as a
hindrance to their worldly prosperity;
but the results of banishing these
precepts would be such as they do not
anticipate. If the law were not binding,
why should any fear to transgress?
Property would no longer be safe. Men
would obtain their neighbor’s
possessions by violence, and the
strongest would become richest. Life
itself would not be respected. The
marriage vow would no longer stand as
a sacred bulwark to protect the family.
He who had the power, would, if he
desired, take his neighbor’s wife by
violence. Thefifth commandment would
be set aside with the fourth. Children
would not shrink from taking thelife of
their parents if by so doing they could
obtain the desire of their corrupt hearts.
The civilized world would become a
horde of robbers and assassins; and
peace, rest, and happiness would be
banished from the earth.

(99 WHAT BLESSING IS LOST
BY DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD'S
COMMANDMENTS?

Proverbs3:1,2; Revelation 22:14

Already the doctrine that men are
released from obedience to God's
requirements has weakened the force
of moral obligation and opened the
floodgates of iniquity upon the world.
Lawlessness, dissipation, and cor-
ruption are sweeping in upon uslike an
overwhelming tide. In the family, Satan

is at work. His banner waves, even in
professedly Christian households. There
is envy, evil surmising, hypocrisy,
estrangement, emulation, strife, betrayal
of sacred trusts, indulgence of lust. The
whole system of religious principlesand
doctrines, which should form the
foundation and framework of social
life, seemsto be atottering mass, ready
tofal toruin. ..

(10) WHAT IS THE RESULT WHEN
LAWLESSNESSCONTROLSTHOSE
WHO GOVERN THE PEOPLE?

|saiah 59:13,14; Proverbs28:15

Courtsof justice are corrupt. Rulersare
actuated by desire for gain and love of
sensual pleasure. Intemperance has
beclouded the faculties of many so that
Satan has almost complete control of
them. Jurists are perverted, bribed,
deluded. Drunkenness and revelry,
passion, envy, dishonesty of every sort,
are represented among those who
administer the laws. “Justice standeth
afar off: for truth is fallen in the street,
and equity cannot enter.”

(11) WHAT ISTHE RESULT WHEN
FAITH IN GOD’SWORD ISLOST?

Psalm 119:70

The iniquity and spiritual darkness
that prevailed under the supremacy of
Rome were the inevitable result of
her suppression of the Scriptures; but
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where is to be found the cause of the
widespread infidelity, the rejection of
the law of God, and the consequent
corruption, under the full blaze of
gospel light in an age of religious
freedom? Now that Satan can no longer
keep the world under his control by
withholding the Scriptures, he resorts
to other meansto accomplish the same
object. To destroy faith in the Bible
serves hispurpose aswell asto destroy
the Bible itself. By introducing the
belief that God’slaw isnot binding, he
as effectually leads men to transgress
as if they were wholly ignorant of its
precepts. And now, as in former ages,
he has worked through the church to
further his designs. The religious
organizations of the day have refused to
listento unpopular truths plainly brought
to view inthe Scriptures, andin combating
them they have adopted interpretations
and taken positionswhich have sown and
broadcast the seeds of skepticism. . .

(12) WHAT DIVINE PROMISE IS
GIVEN CONCERNINGTHESTABILITY
OF GOD’SLAW?

Psalm 119:160; Matthew 5:17

(13) WHAT WILL BE THE FORE-
MOST CHARACTERISTICOF THOSE
WHO LOVE GOD AND ARE HIS
LAST DAY REMNANT PEOPLE?

Revelation 14:12; 12:17

(14) THOUGH NEGLECTED BY THE
MAJORITY, WHAT DAY HAS GOD
ASKED US TO OBSERVE AS HIS
SABBATH?

Exodus?20:8-11; Mark 2:27

And astheclaimsof thefourth command-
ment are urged upon the people, it is
found that the observance of the
seventh-day Sabbath is enjoined; and
as the only way to free themselves
from a duty which they are unwilling
to perform, many popular teachers
declarethat the law of God isno longer
binding. Thus they cast away the law
and the Sabbath together. Asthe work
of Sabbath reform extends, this
rejection of the divine law to avoid the
claimsof the fourth commandment will
become well-nigh universal. The
teachings of religious leaders have
opened the door to infidelity, to
spiritualism, and to contempt for God's
holy law; and upon these |eaders rests
afearful responsibility for theiniquity
that existsin the Christian world.

(15) WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE PRE-
DICT THE BEAST POWER WOULD
ATTEMPT TO CHANGE?

Daniel 7:25

(16) OF WHAT SUBTLE FALSE-
HOODS WHICH TAKE THE PLACE
OF TRUTHARE WEWARNED?

Colossians 2:8

Yet thisvery classhasput forththe claim
that the fast-spreading corruption is
largely attributabl e to the desecration of
the so-called “Christian sabbath,” and
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that the enforcement of Sunday
observance would greatly improvethe
morals of society. This claim is
especially urged in America, wherethe
doctrine of the true Sabbath [seventh
day of theweek = Exodus 20:8-11] has
been most widely preached. Here the
temperance work, one of the most
prominent and important of moral
reforms, is often combined with the
Sunday movement, and the advocates
of the latter represent themselves as
laboring to promote the highest interest
of society; and those who refuse to
unite with them are denounced as the
enemies of temperance and reform. But
the fact that a movement to establish
error isconnected with awork whichis
in itself good, is not an argument in
favor of the error. We may disguise
poison by mingling it with wholesome
food, but we do not change its nature.
On the contrary, it is rendered more
dangerous, asitismorelikely to betaken
unawares. It is one of Satan’s devices
to combinewith falsehood just enough
truthto giveit plausibility. The leaders
of the Sunday movement may advocate
reforms which the people need,
principles which are in harmony with
the Bible; yet while thereiswith these
a requirement which is contrary to
God'’s law, His servants cannot unite
with them. Nothing can justify themin
setting aside the commandments of God
for the precepts of men.

(17) WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE
RESULT OF PARTIAL OBEDIENCE?

2 Timothy 3:5; Revelation 3:14-16

The line of distinction between pro-
fessed Christians and the ungodly is
now hardly distinguishable. Church

members|ovewhat theworld lovesand
are ready to join with them, and Satan
determines to unite them in one body
and thus strengthen his cause by
sweeping al into theranksof spiritualism.
Papists, who boast of miracles as a
certain sign of the true church, will be
readily deceived by thiswonderworking
power; and Protestants, having cast away
the shield of truth, will also be deluded.
Papists, Protestants, and worldlings will
alikeaccept theform of godlinesswithout
the power, and they will seeinthisunion
agrand movement for the conversion of
theworld and the ushering in of thelong-
expected millennium.

(18) WHAT WILL BE THE ULTI-
MATE RESULT OF MANKIND’S
REJECTION OF GOD’ SLAW?

Isaiah 24:4,5

Satan worksthrough the elements also
to garner his harvest of unprepared
souls. He has studied the secrets of
the laboratories of nature, and he uses
all his power to control the elements
as far as God allows. When he was
suffered to afflict Job, how quickly
flocks and herds, servants, houses,
children, were swept away, onetrouble
succeeding another asin amoment. It
is God that shields His creatures and
hedges them in from the power of the
destroyer. But the Christian world have
shown contempt for the law of
Jehovah; and the Lord will do just
what He has declared that He woul d—
He will withdraw His blessings from
the earth and remove His protecting
care from those who are rebelling
against His law and teaching and
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forcing others to do the same. Satan
has control of all whom God does not
especially guard. He will favor and
prosper some in order to further his
own designs, and he will bring trouble
upon others and lead men to believe
that it is God who is afflicting them.

While appearing to the children of men
asagreat physician who can heal al their
maladies, he will bring disease and
disaster, until populous cities are
reduced to ruin and desolation. Even
now he is at work. In accidents and
calamities by sea and by land, in great
conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and
terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods,
cyclones, tidal waves, and earthquakes,
in every place and in athousand forms,
Satanisexercising hispower. He sweeps
away the ripening harvest, and famine
and distressfollow. Heimpartsto theair
adeadly taint, and thousands perish by
the pestilence. These visitations are to
become more and more frequent and
disastrous. Destruction will be upon
both man and beast. “ The earth mourneth
and fadeth away,” “the haughty people
...dolanguish. Theearth alsoisdefiled
under the inhabitants thereof; because
they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the
everlasting covenant.”

(19) WHAT IS THE TERRIBLE
RESULT WHEN THE DECEIVED
ONESACT INACCORDANCEWITH
SATAN’S PLANS?

theseevils. Theclassthat have provoked
the displeasure of Heaven will charge
all their troubles upon those whose
obedience to God’'s commandmentsis
aperpetual reproof to transgressors. It
will be declared that men are offending
God by the violation of the Sunday
sabbath; that this sin has brought
calamities which will not cease until
Sunday observance shall be strictly
enforced; and that those who present
the claims of the fourth commandment,
thus destroying reverence for Sunday,
are troublers of the people, preventing
their restoration to divine favor and
temporal prosperity. Thus the
accusation urged of old against the
servant of God will be repeated and
upon grounds equally well established:
“And it came to pass, when Ahab saw
Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art
thou he that troubleth Israel? And he
answered, | have not troubled Israel;
but thou, and thy father’s house, in that
ye have forsaken the commandments of
the Lord, and thou hast followed
Baalim.” 1Kings18:17, 18. Asthewrath
of the people shall be excited by false
charges, they will pursue a course
toward God’sambassadorsvery similar
to that which apostate Israel pursued
toward Elijah.

(200 WHAT POWERFUL SOURCE
OF DECEPTION WILL SATAN USE
IN THE LAST DAYS TO DECEIVE
THEMAJORITY TOHISCAUSE?

John 16:2

Andthenthegreat deceiver will persuade
men that thosewho serve God arecausing

Revelation 16:14; Matthew 24:24

Themiracle-working power manifested
through spiritualism will exert its
influence against those who choose
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to obey God rather than men.
Communications from the spirits will
declare that God has sent them to
convince the rejecters of Sunday of
their error, affirming that thelaws of the
land should be obeyed as the law of
God. They will lament the great
wickedness in the world and second
the testimony of religiousteachersthat
the degraded state of moralsis caused
by the desecration of Sunday. Great will
be the indignation excited against all
who refuse to accept their testimony.

Satan’s policy in this final conflict
with God's people is the same that he
employed in the opening of the great
controversy in heaven. He professed to
be seeking to promote the stahility of the
divinegovernment, whilesecretly bending
every effort to secureits overthrow. . .

(21) UTILIZINGHISMETHODS OF
SEDUCTIONAND CONTROL, WHAT
IS SATAN’S UNDERLYING GOAL
IN THISIMPENDING CONFLICT?

1 Peter 5:8

God never forcesthewill or theconscience;
but Satan’s constant resort—to gain
control of those whom he cannot
otherwise seduce—is compulsion by
cruelty. Through fear or force he
endeavors to rule the conscience and to
secure homageto himsalf. To accomplish
this, heworksthrough both religious and
secular authorities, moving them to the
enforcement of human laws in
defiance of the law of God.

(22) WHAT CHARACTERISTIC
OF GOD’S LAST DAY REMNANT

PEOPLEWILL EXCITETHEHATRED
OF SATAN AND HISFOLLOWERS?

Revelation 12:17

Those who honor the Bible Sabbath
will be denounced asenemiesof law and
order, as breaking down the moral
restraints of society, causing anarchy
and corruption, and calling down
the judgments of God upon the earth.
Their conscientious scruples will be
pronounced obstinacy, stubbornness,
and contempt of authority. They will be
accused of disaffection toward the
government. Ministers who deny the
obligation of thedivinelaw will present
from the pulpit the duty of yielding
obedience to the civil authorities as
ordained of God. Inlegidative hallsand
courtsof justice, commandment keepers
will be misrepresented and condemned.
A false coloring will be given to their
words; theworst construction will be put
upon their motives.

(23) WHATACTIONWILL BETAKEN
BY THE CIVIL AUTHORITIESAND
ENDORSED BY THE RELIGIOUS
MAJORITY IN AN ATTEMPT TO
FORCE GOD’S COMMANDMENT
KEEPERSTOVIOLATE THEIR CON-
SCIENCE?

Revelation 13:17

As the Protestant churches reject the
clear, Scriptural argumentsin defense of
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God'slaw, they will longto silencethose
whose faith they cannot overthrow by
the Bible. Though they blind their own
eyes to the fact, they are now adopting
a course which will lead to the
persecution of those who con-
scientiously refuse to do what the rest
of the Christian world are doing, and
acknowledge the claims of the papal
sabbath.

Thedignitaries of church and state will
unite to bribe, persuade, or compel all
classes to honor the Sunday. The lack
of divineauthority will be supplied by
oppressive enactments. Political
corruption isdestroying love of justice
and regard for truth; and even in free

America, rulers and legislators, in
order to secure public favor, will yield
to the popular demand for a law
enforcing Sunday observance.
Liberty of conscience, which has cost
so great a sacrifice, will no longer be
respected. I n the soon-coming conflict
we shall see exemplified the prophet’s
words: “The dragon was wroth with
the woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
Revelation 12:17.

[See Appendix B, C, D for a detailed
explanation of the history of the Bible
Sabbath and man’s attempt to changeit.]

| am now aware that Scrip-
ture describes clearly an
impending conflict “ such as
never was’ which will begin
as we approach the close of
this world’s history.

Circle  Yes Undecided
| realize that since the
conception of sin the focus of
Satan’s attack in this great
controversy has been God's
eternally sacred laws-the
basis of His government.
Circle  Yes Undecided
Revelation 12:17 reveals that
Satan’s ultimate goal is the
defamation of God's laws for
the purpose of causing the
ultimate rejection of these
sacred principles.

Circlee Yes Undecided

I now know that Scripture
revealsthat God's command-
ments are sacred and eternal
despite Satan’s and man’s
attempt to “ think to change
timesand laws.” Dani€l 7:25.
Circlee Yes Undecided
I now see that the Bible
teaches the importance of
observance of all of God's
sacred commandments and
to break oneisto break them
all. James 2:10.

Circle. Yes Undecided
| choose to be among the
loyal remnant people of
God who obey His com-
mandments and remain
faithful to Jesus. Revelation
14:12.

Circlee Yes Undecided
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(1) WHAT WILL BE OUR SAFE-
GUARD FROM SATAN' SDELUSONS?

Luke4:4; |saiah 8:20

The people of God are directed to the
Scripturesastheir safeguard against the
influence of false teachers and the
delusive power of spirits of darkness.
Satan employs every possible device to
prevent men from obtaining aknowledge
of the Bible; for its plain utterances
reveal his deceptions. At every revival
of God's work the prince of evil is
aroused to more intense activity; heis

now putting forth his utmost effortsfor
afinal struggle against Christ and His
followers. The last great delusion is
soon to open before us. Antichrististo
perform his marvelous works in our
sight. So closely will the counterfeit
resemble the true that it will be
impossi bl e to distinguish between them
except by the Holy Scriptures. By their
testimony every statement and every
miracle must be tested.

(20 FROM WHAT SOURCE WILL
OUR STRENGTH COME TO OBEY
GOD OVER MAN?

1 Peter 5:10
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Those who endeavor to obey all the
commandments of God will be opposed
and derided. They can stand only in God.
In order to endure thetrial before them,
they must understand the will of God
as revealed in His word; they can
honor Him only as they have a right
conception of Hischaracter, government,
and purposes, and act in accordance with
them. None but those who havefortified
the mind with the truths of the Bible will
stand through the last great conflict. To
every soul will come the searching test:
Shall | obey God rather than men? The
decisive hour is even now at hand. Are
our feet planted on the rock of God's
immutable word? Are we prepared to
stand firm in defense of the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus?

(3 WHY HAS GOD PROVIDED
PROPHECY IN HISWORD?

Romans 15:4; Deuteronomy 29:29;
2Timothy 3:15

Before His crucifixion the Saviour
explained to Hisdisciplesthat Hewasto
be put to death and to rise again from
the tomb, and angels were present to
impress Hiswords on minds and hearts.
But the disciples were looking for
temporal deliverance from the Roman
yoke, and they could not tolerate the
thought that He in whom all their hopes
centered should suffer an ignominious
death. The words which they needed to
remember were banished from their
minds; and when thetime of trial came, it
found them unprepared. The death of
Jesus as fully destroyed their hopes as
if Hehad not forewarned them. Sointhe

prophecies the future is opened before
us as plainly as it was opened to the
disciples by the words of Christ. The
events connected with the close of
probation and the work of preparation
for the time of trouble, are clearly
presented. But multitudes have no more
understanding of these important truths
than if they had never been revealed.
Satan watches to catch away every
impression that would make them wise
unto salvation, and the time of trouble
will find them unready.

(4) WHAT THREE FINAL DAY
WARNINGS ARE OUR WAKE-UP
CALLTOTHEWAY OF SALVATION?

Revelation 14:6,7

Revelation 14:8

Revelation 14:9,10

When God sends to men warnings so
important that they are represented as
proclaimed by holy angelsflying in the
midst of heaven, He requires every
person endowed with reasoning powers
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to heed the message. The fearful
judgments denounced against the
worship of the beast and his image
(Revelation 14:9-11), shouldlead all toa
diligent study of the propheciestolearn
what the mark of the beast is, and how
they are to avoid receiving it. But the
masses of the peopleturn away their ears
from hearing the truth and are turned
unto fables.

(5 HOW DID PAUL DESCRIBE
THEATTITUDEOFTHELUST DRIVEN
MAJORITY TOWARD DOCTRINAL
TRUTH?

2 Timothy 4:3,4

That time hasfully come. Themultitudes
do not want Bible truth, because it
interferes with the desires of the sinful,
world-loving heart; and Satan supplies
the deceptions which they love.

(6) HOW DO CHRIST'S TRUE
FOLLOWERS DETERMINE DOC-
TRINAL TRUTH?

Isaiah 8:20

But God will have a people upon the
earthto maintain the Bible, and the Bible
only, asthe standard of all doctrinesand
the basis of al reforms. The opinions of
|learned men, the deductions of science,
the creeds or decisions of ecclesiastical
councils, as numerous and discordant

asarethe churcheswhich they represent,
thevoice of themgj ority—not onenor all
of these should be regarded as evidence
for or against any point of religiousfaith.
Before accepting any doctrineor precept,
we should demand a plain “Thus saith
the Lord” in its support.

(7) WHAT HAS OUR RESPONSI-
BILITY TO DO WITH THE TEACH-
INGSOF MEN?

Acts 17:11

Satanisconstantly endeavoring to attract
atention to man in the place of God. He
leads the people to look to bishops, to
pastors, to professors of theology, as
their guides, instead of searching the
Scriptures to learn their duty for
themselves. Then, by controlling the
minds of these leaders, he can influence
the multitudes according to hiswill.

(8) WHAT WAS THE RESULT OF
THE JEWISH NATION'SRELIANCE
ON THEIR LEADERS FOR UNDER-
STANDING SCRIPTURE?

Isaiah 53:3

When Christ came to speak the words
of life, the common people heard Him
gladly; and many, even of the priestsand
rulers, believed on Him. But the chief of
the priesthood and the leading men of
the nation were determined to condemn
and repudiate His teachings. Though
they were baffled in all their efforts to
find accusations against Him, though
they could not but feel the influence of
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the divine power and wisdom attending
Hiswords, yet they encased themselves
in prejudice; they rejected the clearest
evidence of His Messiahship, lest they
should be forced to become His
disciples. These opponents of Jesus
were men whom the people had been
taught from infancy to reverence, to
whose authority they had been
accustomed implicitly to bow. “How is
it,” they asked, “that our rulers and
learned scribes do not believe on Jesus?
Would not these pious men receive Him
if He were the Christ?’ It was the
influence of such teachers that led the
Jewish nation to reject their Redeemer.

The spirit which actuated those priests
and rulers is still manifested by many
who make a high profession of piety.
They refuseto examinethetestimony of
the Scriptures concerning the special
truths for this time. They point to their
own numbers, wealth, and popularity,
and look with contempt upon the
advocates of truth as few, poor, and
unpopular, having afaith that separates
them from theworld.

(9 WHATISTHEONLY SOURCE OF
PREVENTION AGAINST DECEPTION?

2 Timothy 2:15

Christ foresaw that the undue
assumption of authority indulged by the
scribes and Pharisees would not cease
with the dispersion of the Jews. He had
aprophetic view of thework of exalting
human authority to rule the conscience,

which hasbeen so terrible acurseto the
church in all ages. And His fearful
denunciations of the scribes and
Pharisees, and His warnings to the
peoplenot to follow these blind leaders,
were placed on record as an admonition
to future generations.

(10) ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
WHOWILL BEAMONG USSOWING
FALSEDOCTRINE?

2 Peter 2:1

Notwithstanding the Bible is full of
warnings against false teachers, many
are ready thusto commit the keeping of
their soulsto the clergy. There aretoday
thousands of professors of religion who
can give no other reason for points of
faith whichthey hold than that they were
so instructed by their religious leaders.
They pass by the Saviour’s teachings
almost unnoticed, and place implicit
confidenceinthewords of theministers.
But areministersinfallible? How canwe
trust our soulsto their guidance unless
weknow from God'sword that they are
light bearers? A lack of moral courage
to step aside from the beaten track of
the world leads many to follow in the
steps of learned men; and by their
reluctance to investigate for them-
selves, they are becoming hopelessly
fastened in the chains of error. They
seethat thetruth for thistimeisplainly
brought to view in the Bible; and they
feel the power of the Holy Spirit
attending its proclamation; yet they
allow the opposition of the clergy to
turn them from thelight. Though reason
and conscience are convinced, these
deluded souls dare not think differently
from the minister; and their individual
judgment, their eternal interests, are
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sacrificed to the unbelief, the pride and
prejudice, of another.

(11) UPON WHOM DOES THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SEEKING
THETRUTHSOF SALVATION REST?

Philippians 2:12

The truth and the glory of God are
inseparable; itisimpossiblefor us, with
the Biblewithin our reach, to honor God
by erroneous opinions. Many claim that
it matters not what one believes, if his
lifeisonly right. But thelifeis molded
by thefaith. If light and truth iswithin
our reach, and we neglect to improve
the privilege of hearing and seeing it,
we virtually reject it; we are choosing
darkness rather than light.

(12) WHY ISIGNORANCE OF THE
SCRIPTURESDANGEROUS?

Proverbs 16:25

Ignorance is no excuse for error or sin,
when thereisevery opportunity to know
the will of God. A man istraveling and
comesto aplacewherethereare several
roads and aguideboard indicating where
each one leads. If he disregards the
guideboard, and takes whichever road
seemsto himto beright, he may be ever
sosincere, but will inall probability find
himself on the wrong road.

God has given us His word that we may
becomeacquainted withitsteachingsand
know for ourselves what He requires of
us. When the lawyer came to Jesus with
the inquiry, “What shal | do to inherit
eternal life?’ the Saviour referred him to
the Scriptures, saying: “What is written
inthelaw?how readest thou?’ Ignorance
will not excuse young or old, nor release
them from the punishment due for the
transgression of God' slaw; becausethere
isintheir handsafaithful presentation of
that law and of its principles and claims.
It is not enough to have good intentions;
it is not enough to do what a man thinks
isright or what the minister tellshim is
right. Hissoul’ssalvationisat stake, and
he should search the Scriptures for
himself. However strong may be his
convictions, however confident he may
be that the minister knows what is truth,
thisis not hisfoundation. He has achart
pointing out every waymark on the
heavenward journey, and he ought not
to guess at anything.

(13) HOW DOES SCRIPTURE
POINT OUT THE WAY TO STUDY
ITSPAGES?

Isaiah 28:10

It isthefirst and highest duty of every
rational being to learn from the
Scriptures what is truth, and then to
walk in the light and encourage others
to follow his example. We should day
by day study the Bible diligently,
weighing every thought and comparing
scripture with scripture. With divine
help we are to form our opinions for
ourselves as we are to answer for
ourselves before God.

73



TheScripturesa Safeguard

(14) IF WE SEARCH THE BIBLE
SEEKING TO DO GOD’S WILL
WHAT PROMISE MAY WE CLAIM?

John 7:17

The truths most plainly revealed in the
Bible have been involved in doubt and
darkness by learned men, who, with a
pretense of great wisdom, teach that the
Scriptures have a mystical, a secret,
spiritual meaning not apparent in the
language employed. Thesemen arefalse
teachers. It wasto such aclassthat Jesus
declared: “Ye know not the Scriptures,
neither the power of God.” Mark 12:24.
The language of the Bible should be
explained according to its obvious
meaning, unless a symbol or figure is
employed. Christ hasgiven the promise:
“If any man will do His will, he shall
know of thedoctrine.” John 7:17. If men
would but take the Bible as it reads, if
there were no false teachers to mislead
and confuse their minds, a work would
be accomplished that would makeangels
glad and that would bring into the fold
of Christ thousands upon thousands
who are now wandering in error.

(15) WHAT STEPS WILL YIELD
CHRIST'SPROMISED RESULTS?

Jeremiah 29:12

Jeremiah 29:13

We should exert al the powers of the
mind in the study of the Scriptures and
should task the understanding to
comprehend, as far as mortals can, the

deep things of God; yet we must not
forget that the docility and submission
of achildisthetrue spirit of thelearner.
Scriptural difficulties can never be
mastered by the same methods that
are employed in grappling with
philosophical problems. We should not
engage in the study of the Bible with
that self-reliance with which so many
enter the domains of science, but with a
prayerful dependence upon God and a
sinceredesireto learn Hiswill. We must
comewith ahumble and teachabl e spirit
to obtain knowledgefromthegreat | AM.
Otherwise, evil angelswill so blind our
minds and harden our hearts that we
shall not be impressed by the truth.

(16) TO WHOM 1S BIBLICAL
WISDOM PROMISED?

John 8:31,32; Psalm 19:7

Many a portion of Scripture which
learned men pronounce a mystery, or
pass over as unimportant, is full of
comfort and instruction to him who has
been taught in the school of Christ.
One reason why many theologians
have no clearer understanding of
God'sword is, they closetheir eyesto
truths which they do not wish to
practice. As understanding of Bible
truth depends not so much on the
power of intellect brought to the
search as on the singleness of
purpose, the earnest longing after
righteousness.

(17) HOWARESPIRITUAL TRUTHS
UNDERSTOOD?

1 Corinthians 2:14
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The Bible should never be studied
without prayer. TheHoly Spirit donecan
cause usto feel theimportance of those
things easy to be understood, or prevent
us from wresting truths difficult of
comprehension. It is the office of
heavenly angels to prepare the heart so
to comprehend God’sword that we shall
be charmed with its beauty, admonished
by its warnings, or animated and
strengthened by its promises. We
should make the psalmist’s petition our
own: “Open Thou mine eyes, that | may
behold wondrous things out of Thy
law.” Psalm 119:18. Temptations often
appear irresistible because, through
neglect of prayer and the study of the
Bible, the tempted one cannot readily
remember God’'s promises and meet
Satan with the Scripture weapons. But
angels are round about those who are
willing to betaught in divinethings; and
in the time of great necessity they will
bring to their remembrance the very
truths which are needed. Thus “when
theenemy shall comeinlikeaflood, the
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up astandard
against him.” Isaiah 59:19.

(18) IN PERILOUS TIMES HOW
WILL WE RECALL SPIRITUAL
TRUTHS?

John 14:26

But the teachings of Christ must
previously have been stored inthe mind
in order for the Spirit of God to bring
them to our remembrancein the time of
peril. “Thy word have | hid in mine
heart,” said David, “that | might not sin
against Thee.” Psalm 119:11.

(19) WHAT ISTHETRAGICRESULT
OF SKEPTICISM OF GOD’ SWORD?

Romans1:28; Hebrews 3:12

All who value their eternal interests
should be on their guard against the
inroads of skepticism. The very pillars
of truth will beassailed. It isimpossible
to keep beyond the reach of the
sarcasms and sophisms, the insidious
and pestilent teachings, of modern
infidelity. Satan adapts histemptations
to al classes. He assails the illiterate
with a jest or sneer, while he meets
the educated with scientific objections
and philosophical reasoning, alike
calculated to excitedistrust or contempt
of the Scriptures. Even youth of little
experience presumeto insinuate doubts
concerning the fundamental principles
of Christianity. And this youthful
infidelity, shallow as it is, has its
influence. Many are thus led to jest at
the faith of their fathers and to do
despite to the Spirit of grace. Hebrews
10:29. Many alife that promised to be
an honor to God and a blessing to the
world has been blighted by the foul
breath of infidelity. All who trust to the
boastful decisions of human reason and
imagine that they can explain divine
mysteries and arrive at truth unaided
by the wisdom of God are entangled in
the snare of Satan.

(20) IF WE HAVE MADE GOD’S
WORD OUR STRONGHOLD WHAT
WILL BE THE RESULT OF OUR
TRIALS?
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Zechariah 13:9; Psalm 119:99,104;
Proverbs3:13; Jeremiah 17:8.

When the testing time shall come,
those who have made God'sword their
ruleof lifewill berevealed. In summer
there is no noticeable difference
between evergreens and other trees;

but when the blasts of winter come, the
evergreens remain unchanged, while
other trees are stripped of their foliage.
So the falsehearted professor may not
now be distinguished from the real
Christian, but the time is just upon us
when the difference will be apparent.
Let opposition arise, let bigotry and
intolerance again bear sway, let
persecution be kindled, and the
halfhearted and hypocritical will waver
andyield thefaith; but thetrue Christian
will stand firm as a rock, his faith
stronger, hishope brighter, than in days
of prosperity.

| realize that in the final
days of earth’s history
Satan is employing every
possible device to prevent
mankind from obtaining
knowledge of God’s holy
Word.
Circlee Yes Undecided
| understand that those
who endeavor to obey all the
commandments of God will
be opposed and derided and
can only stand by strength
gleaned from God’'s Word.
Circle. Yes Undecided
| realize that the day is here
wherethe lust driven majority
do not want Bible truth
because it interferes with the
desires of their sinful, world-
loving hearts. They gladly are
accepting the deceptions of
Satan which they love.

Circle: Yes Undecided

| see in God’s Word that
inthe last days there will
be many false teachers
proclaiming false doc-
trines. | am thankful to the
Lord for providing the
prophecies to make us wise
unto salvation.

Circle. Yes Undecided
It is my determination that
with God’'s help | will have
my own daily study of
God’s Word and not depend
on others for its inter-
pretation.

Circle. Yes Undecided
| thank God for providing
the stronghold of His Word
in these times of testing and
by Hisgracel will be among
those who are obedient to
His Word and stand tall in
the day of His coming.

Circle: Yes Undecided
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(1) WHAT FINAL DAY MESSAGE
OF WARNING ISPROCLAIMED BY
THE“ANGEL” OF REVELATION 14:8?

Revelation 14:8; Revelation 18:1,2

(2) WHEN THIS WARNING IS
RESTATED BY JOHN INREVELATION
18WHAT PLEAISGIVENTOGOD’S
LOYAL FOLLOWERS?

Revelation 18:4

This scripture points forward to atime
when the announcement of the fall of
Babylon, as made by the second angel
of Revelation 14:8 is to be repeated,
with the additional mention of the
corruptions which have been entering
the various organizationsthat constitute
Babylon, since that message was first
given, inthe summer of 1844. A terrible
condition of the religious world is here
described. With every rejection of truth
the minds of the people will become
darker, their hearts more stubborn, until
they are entrenched in an infidel
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hardihood. In defiance of the warnings
which God hasgiven, they will continue
to trample upon one of the precepts of
the Decalogue, until they are led to
persecute those who hold it sacred.
Christ is set at nought in the contempt
placed upon His word and His people.
As the teachings of spiritualism are
accepted by the churches, the restraint
imposed upon the carnal heart is
removed, and the profession of religion
will become a cloak to conceal the
basest iniquity. A belief in spiritual
manifestations opens the door to
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils,
and thustheinfluence of evil angelswill
be felt in the churches.

(3 TO WHAT LEVEL DO THE
“SINS” OF BABYLON ESCALATE?

Revelation 18:5

Shehasfilled up the measure of her guilt,
and destruction is about to fall upon
her. But God still has a people in
Babylon; and beforethevisitation of His
judgments these faithful ones must be
called out, that they partake not of her
sins and “receive not of her plagues.”
Hence the movement symbolized by the
angel coming down from heaven,
lightening the earth with his glory and
crying mightily with a strong voice,
announcing the sins of Babylon. In
connection with his message the call is
heard: “Come out of her, My people.”
These announcements, uniting with
the third angel’s message, constitute
the final warning to be given to the
inhabitants of the earth.

(4) WHAT PENALTIES WILL
THEBEAST POWERIMAGEINFLICT

UPON GOD’S REMNANT WHO
REFUSE TO PARTICIPATE IN HER
FALSE DOCTRINES?

Revelation 13:17

Revelation 13:15

Fearful is the issue to which the world
is to be brought. The powers of
earth, uniting to war against the
commandments of God, will decreethat
“all, both small and great, rich and poor,
freeandbond” (Revelation 13:16), shall
conform to the customs of the church
by the observance of the fal se sabbath
[SeeAppendix B, C, D]. All who refuse
compliance will be visited with civil
penalties, and it will finally be declared
that they are deserving of death [See
Appendix F].

(50 WHAT WARNING MESSAGE
DOES GOD PROCLAIM THROUGH
THE THIRD ANGEL TO THOSE
WHO CHOOSE TO WORSHIP THE
BEAST?

Revelation 14:9,10

On the other hand, the law of
God enjoining the Creator’s rest day
[Exodus 20:8-11; Hebrew 4:1-11]
demands obedience and threatens
wrath against all who transgress its
precepts.
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With the issue thus clearly brought
before him, whoever shall trample upon
God's law to obey a human enactment
receivesthemark of the beast; he accepts
thesign of allegianceto the power which
he chooses to obey instead of God.

But not one is made to suffer the wrath
of God until the truth has been brought
home to his mind and conscience, and
has been regjected. There are many who
have never had an opportunity to hear
the special truths for this time. The
obligation of the fourth commandment
has never been set before them in its
truelight. Hewho reads every heart and
tries every motive will leave none who
desire a knowledge of the truth, to be
deceived as to the issues of the
controversy. The decree is not to be
urged upon the people blindly. Everyone
is to have sufficient light to make his
decisionintelligently.

(6) ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE
WHAT DOES THE SABBATH OF
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
REPRESENT?

Ezekiel 20:20,12; Exodus31:16,17

The Sabbath will be the great test of
loyalty, for it is the point of truth
especially controverted. When the final
test shall be brought to bear upon men,
thenthelineof distinction will be drawn
between those who serve God and those
who serve Him not. While the
observance of the false sabbath in
compliance with the law of the state,
contrary to thefourth commandment, will
be an avowal of allegiance to a power
that isin opposition to God, the keeping

of the true Sabbath, in obedience to
God's law, is an evidence of loyalty to
the Creator. While one class, by
accepting the sign of submission to
earthly powers, receive the mark of the
beast, the other choosing the token of
alegianceto divine authority, receivethe
seal of God.

Heretofore those who presented the
truths of the third angel’s message have
often been regarded as mere alarmists.
Their predictions that religious
intolerance would gain control in the
United States, that church and state
would uniteto persecute those who keep
the commandments of God, have been
pronounced groundless and absurd. It
has been confidently declared that this
land could never become other than
what it has been—the defender of
religious freedom. But as the question
of enforcing Sunday observance is
widely agitated, the event so long
doubted and disbelieved is seen to be
approaching, and the third message will
produce an effect whichit could not have
had before.

(7) WHO DOES GOD CONSIDER
TOBETHE“CHILDREN OF ISRAEL?

Romans9:6-8; Romans9:25-27

(8) IN THE LAST DAYS WHO
WILL THE LUST SEEKING MAJOR
-ITY TURN TO FOR SPIRITUAL
LEADERSHIP?

2 Timothy 4:3,4
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(99 HOW SHOULD GOD’SENDTIME
MESSAGE BE DELIVERED?

2 Timothy 4:2

In every generation God has sent His
servantsto rebukesin, bothin theworld
and in the church. But the people desire
smooth things spoken to them, and
the pure, unvarnished truth is not
acceptable. Many reformers, in entering
upon their work, determined to exercise
great prudence in attacking the sins of
the church and the nation. They hoped,
by the example of apure Chrigtianlife, to
lead the peopl e back to the doctrines of
theBible. But the Spirit of God came upon
them asit cameupon Elijah, moving him
to rebuke the sins of awicked king and
an apostate people; they could not
refrain from preaching the plain
utterances of the Bible—doctrines
which they had been reluctant to
present. They wereimpelled to zealously
declare the truth and the danger which
threatened souls. The words which the
L ord gavethem they uttered, fearless of
consequences, and the people were
compelled to hear the warning.

(10) WHO WILL GOD USE
TO DELIVER THE THREE ANGELS
MESSAGESOFREVELATION 14TO
THEWORLD?

John 15:14-16; Matthew 28:19,20;
Ezekid 3:19; Acts4:20

Thusthe message of thethird angel will
be proclaimed. Asthe time comesfor it
to be given with greatest power, theLord

will work through humble instruments,
leading the minds of those who
consecrate themselves to His service.
Thelaborerswill be qualified rather by
the unction of His Spirit than by the
training of literary institutions. Men of
faith and prayer will be constrained to
go forth with holy zeal, declaring the
wordswhich God givesthem.

(11) WHEN THEFALSEDOCTRINES
OF BABYLON ARE REVEALED,
WHAT PROMISE CAN THOSE WHO
EARNESTLY SEEK TO FOLLOW
THE TRUE DOCTRINES OF CHRIST
CLAIM?

John 8:31,32

The sins of Babylon will be laid open.
The fearful results of enforcing the
observances of the church by civil
authority, theinroads of spiritualism, the
stealthy but rapid progress of the papal
power—all will be unmasked. By these
solemn warnings the people will be
stirred. Thousands upon thousands will
listen who have never heard words like
these. In amazement they hear the
testimony that Babylon is the church,
fallen because of her errors and sins,
because of her rejection of thetruth sent
to her from heaven. Asthe people go to
their former teachers with the eager
inquiry, Are these things so? the
ministers present fables, prophesy
smooth things, to soothe their fears and
quiet the awakened conscience. But
since many refuse to be satisfied with
the mere authority of men and demand
a plain “Thus saith the Lord,” the
popular ministry, likethe Phariseesof old,
filled with anger as their authority is

80



TheGreat Controvery BibleSudy Guide

guestioned, will denounce the message
as of Satan and stir up the sin-loving
multitudesto revile and persecute those
whoproclaimit.

(120 WHAT PROPHECY IN THIS
VERSEWILL BEFULFLLEDAGAINST
THOSE WHO CHOOSE OBEDIENCE
TO GOD’'S COMMANDMENTS
OVER THE FALSE DOCTRINES OF
BABYLON?

Revelation 12:17; Mark 13:9-11

As the controversy extends into new
fields and the minds of the people are
called to God'sdowntrodden law, Satan
is astir. The power attending the
message will only madden those who
opposeit. Theclergy will put forth almost
superhuman efforts to shut away the
light lest it should shineupon their flocks.
By every means at their command they
will endeavor to suppressthediscussion
of these vital questions. The church
appeal sto the strong arm of civil power,
and, inthiswork, papistsand Protestants
unite. As the movement for Sunday
enforcement becomes more bold and
decided, thelaw will beinvoked against
commandment keepers. They will be
threatened with fines and imprisonment,
and some will be offered positions of
influence, and other rewards and
advantages, as inducements to
renounce their faith. But their steadfast
answer is: “Show us from the word of
God our error’—the same plea that
was made by Luther under similar
circumstances. Thosewho arearraigned
before the courts make a strong
vindication of the truth, and some who
hear them are led to take their stand to

keep all thecommandmentsof God. Thus
light will be brought before thousands
who otherwise would know nothing of
these truths. Conscientious obedience to
theword of God will betreated asrebellion.

(13) WHAT WILL HAPPEN EVEN
BETWEEN FAMILY MEMBERS
BECAUSESOMECHOOSEOBEDIENCE
TOTHETRUTH?

Mark 13:12

Blinded by Satan, the parent will exercise
harshness and severity toward the
believing child; the master or mistress
will oppressthe commandment-keeping
servant. Affection will be alienated;
children will be disinherited and driven
from home. The words of Paul will be
literally fulfilled: “ All that will livegodly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
2 Timothy 3:12. Asthe defendersof truth
refuse to honor the Sunday-sabbath,
some of them will be thrust into prison,
somewill beexiled, somewill betreated
asdaves. Tohumanwisdom al thisnow
seemsimpossible; but astherestraining
Spirit of God shall be withdrawn from
men, and they shall be under the control
of Satan, who hatesthe divine precepts,
therewill be strange devel opments. The
heart can be very cruel when God'sfear
and love are removed.

(14) WHAT MUST ACCOMPANY
OURKNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH TO
KEEP US FROM BECOMING ITS
GREATEST ADVERSARY ?

1John 2:4,5; John 8:31,32
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As the storm approaches, a large class
who have professed faith in the third
angel’s message, but have not been
sanctified through obedience to the
truth, abandon their position and join
the ranks of the opposition. By uniting
with theworld and partaking of itsspirit,
they have cometo view mattersin nearly
the same light; and when the test is
brought, they are prepared to choosethe
easy, popular side. Men of talent and
pleasing address, who once rejoiced in
thetruth, employ their powersto deceive
and mislead souls. They become the
most bitter enemies of their former
brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are
brought before the courts to answer for
their faith, these apostates are the most
efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent
and accuse them, and by false reports
and insinuations to stir up the rulers
against them.

(15) LIKEPETERAND JOHN, WHAT
WILL BETHEDECISION OF THOSE
SUFFERING PERSECUTION WHEN
PROCLAIMING TRUTH?

Acts 4:19

In this time of persecution the faith of
the Lord’s servants will be tried. They
have faithfully given the warning,
looking to God and to His word aone.
God’s Spirit, moving upon their
hearts, has constrained them to speak.
Stimulated with holy zeal, and with the
divine impulse strong upon them, they
entered upon the performance of their
duties without coldly calculating the
consequences of speaking to the people
theword which the Lord had given them.
They have not consulted their temporal
interests, nor sought to preserve their
reputation or their lives. Yet when the

storm of opposition and reproach bursts
upon them, some, overwhelmed with
consternation, will beready to exclaim:
“Had we foreseen the consequences of
our words, we would have held our
peace.” They are hedged in with
difficulties. Satan assailsthemwithfierce
temptations. The work which they have
undertaken seems far beyond their
ability to accomplish. They are
threatened with destruction. The
enthusiasm which animated them is
gone; yet they cannot turn back. Then,
feeling their utter helplessness, they flee
to the Mighty One for strength. They
remember that the words which they
have spoken were not theirs, but His
who bade them give the warning. God
put the truth into their hearts, and they
could not forbear to proclaimit.

(16) IN THESE MOMENTS OF
PERIL FROM WHOM CAN WE
DRAW STRENGTH?

| saiah 40:28-31; Psalm 46

As the opposition rises to a fiercer
height, the servants of God are again
perplexed; for it seemsto them that they
have brought the crisis. But conscience
and the word of God assure them that
their course is right; and although the
trials continue, they are strengthened to
bear them. The contest grows closer and
sharper, but their faith and courage rise
with the emergency. Their testimony is:
“We dare not tamper with God's word,
dividing Hisholy law; calling oneportion
essential and another nonessential, to
gain the favor of the world. The Lord
whom we serve is able to deliver us.
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Christ has conquered the powers of
earth; and shall we be afraid of aworld
already conquered?’

(17) WHEN WE SERVE CHRIST
WITHOUT RESERVATION, WHAT
TREATMENT CAN BE EXPECTED?

Matthew 24:9; Psaim 11:2

Persecution in its varied forms is the
development of a principle which will
exist as long as Satan exists and
Christianity hasvital power. No man can
serve God without enlisting against
himself the opposition of the hosts of
darkness. Evil angels will assail him,
alarmed that hisinfluence istaking the
prey fromtheir hands. Evil men, rebuked
by his example, will unite with themin
seeking to separate him from God by
alluring temptations. When these do not
succeed, then a compelling power is
employed to force the conscience.

(18) EVEN IN THESE PERILOUS
TIMES, WHO ULTIMATELY CON-
TROLSEARTHLY RULERS?

Proverbs21:1; Romans13:1

But so long as Jesus remains man’s
intercessor in the sanctuary above, the
restraining influence of the Holy Spirit
isfelt by rulersand people. It till controls
to some extent thelaws of theland. Were
it not for these laws, the condition of the
world would be much worsethan it now
is. While many of our rulers are active
agents of Satan, God also has His agents

among the leading men of the nation.
The enemy moves upon his servants to
propose measures that would greatly
impede the work of God; but statesmen
who fear the Lord areinfluenced by holy
angels to oppose such propositions
with unanswerable arguments. Thus a
few men will hold in check a powerful
current of evil. The opposition of the
enemies of truth will be restrained that
the third angel’s message may do its
work. When the final warning shall be
given, it will arrest the attention of these
leading men through whom the Lord is
now working, and some of them will
accept it, and will stand with the people
of God through the time of trouble.

(19) WHO WILL GOD SEND TO
MOVE THEHEARTSOF MEN TO
ACCEPT HISLAST DAY WARNING
MESSAGE?

Acts2:17; Joel 2:28

The work will be similar to that of the
Day of Pentecost. Asthe “former rain”
wasgiven, inthe outpouring of the Holy
Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to
cause the upspringing of the precious
seed, sothe“latter rain” will begiven at
its close for the ripening of the harvest.
“Then shall weknow, if wefollow onto
know the Lord: His going forth is
prepared as the morning; and He shall
come unto us as the rain, as the latter
and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea
6:3. “Beglad then, ye children of Zion,
andrejoiceintheLord your God: for He
hath given you the former rain
moderately, and He will cause to come
down for you the rain, the former rain,
and thelatter rain.” Joel 2:23.

The great work of the gospel is not to
close with less manifestation of the
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power of God than marked its opening.
The prophecies which were fulfilled in
the outpouring of the former rain at the
opening of the gospel are again to be
fulfilledinthelatter rain at itsclose. Here
are “the times of refreshing” to which
the apostle Peter looked forward when
he said: “Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sinsmay be blotted
out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the L ord; and
He shall send Jesus.” Acts 3:19, 20.

(20) ASSIGNSAND WONDERS GO
OUT FROM GOD TO IMPACT HIS
WARNING MESSAGE, WHAT WILL
SATAN ALSO DO THROUGH HIS
AGENTSINAN EFFORT TOREFUTE
THE POWER OF GOD’ SSPIRITAND
DECEIVETHEMULTITUDES?

Revelation 13:13

Servantsof God, with their faceslighted
up and shining with holy consecration,
will hasten from place to place to
proclaim the message from heaven. By
thousands of voices, al over the earth,
thewarning will be given. Miracleswill
be wrought, the sick will be healed, and
signs and wonders will follow the
believers[Acts2:19]. Satan also works,
with lying wonders, even bringing down
fire from heaven in the sight of men.
Thusthe inhabitants of the earth will be
brought to take their stand.

(21) WHATWILL BETHE RESULT
OF GOD’S SPIRIT CONVICTING
HEARTSOF THE FINAL WARNING
MESSAGE?

Acts 2:17-21

Themessagewill becarried not so much
by argument as by the deep conviction
of the Spirit of God. Theargumentshave
been presented. The seed has been
sown, and now it will spring up and bear
fruit. The publications distributed by
missionary workers have exerted their
influence, yet many whose minds were
impressed have been prevented from
fully comprehending the truth or from
yielding obedience. Now theraysof light
penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen
in its clearness, and the honest children
of God sever the bands which have held
them. Family connections, church
relations, are powerlessto stay them now.
Truth is more precious than all besides.
Notwithstanding the agencies combined
against the truth, a large number take
their stand upon the Lord’s side.

| am thankful to the Lord
for giving us the warning
messages of Revelation 14 to
prepare usagainst deception.
Circle Yes Undecided
| pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide me and remove any
preconceived ideas that
may hinder my acceptance
of the truth.

Circle: Yes Undecided
These warning messages
reveal that this great
controversy is about
loyalty to God. | pray for
strength and courage to
follow His commandments
come what may.

Circle Yes Undecided
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(1) WHAT PROCLAMATION BY
CHRIST FROM THE HEAVENLY
SANCTUARY WILL MARK THEEND
OF PROBATION FORMANKIND?

Revelation 22:11; Revelation 16:17

When the third angel’s message closes
[Revelation 14:9,10], mercy no longer
pleads for the guilty inhabitants of
the earth. The people of God have
accomplished their work. They have

received “thelatter rain,” “therefreshing
fromthe presence of the L ord,” and they
are prepared for the trying hour before
them. Angelsare hasteningtoandfroin
heaven. An angel returning from the
earth announces that hiswork is done;
the final test has been brought upon the
world, and all who have proved
themselves loyal to the divine precepts
[Revelation 14:12] have received “the
seal of the living God.” Then Jesus
ceases Hisintercession in the sanctuary
above. HeliftsHishandsand with aloud
voice says, “It is done;” and all the
angelic host lay off their crowns as He
makes the solemn announcement: “He
that isunjust, let him be unjust still: and
hewhich isfilthy, let him befilthy still:
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and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and hethat isholy, let him
beholy till.” Revelation 22:11. Every case
has been decided for life or death. Christ
has made the atonement for His people
and blotted out their sins. The number of
His subjects is made up; “the kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven,” is
about to begiventotheheirsof salvation,
and JesusistoreignasKing of kingsand
Lordof lords[Revelation 17:14].

(2) WHAT CATASTROPHIC
EVENT WILL OCCUR BETWEEN
THE CLOSE OF PROBATION AND
THE FIRST RESURRECTION?

Danidl 12:1

When He leaves the sanctuary,
darkness covers the inhabitants of the
earth. Inthat fearful time the righteous
must live in the sight of a holy God
without an intercessor. The restraint
which has been upon the wicked is
removed, and Satan has entire control
of the finally impenitent. God's long-
suffering has ended. The world has
rejected His mercy, despised His love,
and trampled upon Hislaw. Thewicked
have passed the boundary of their
probation; the Spirit of God, persistently
resisted, has been at last withdrawn.
Unsheltered by divine grace, they have
no protection from the wicked one.
Satan will then plunge the inhabitants
of theearth into one great, final trouble.

(3) WHAT DIVINE AGENCY IS
CURRENTLY HOLDINGBACK THESE
DREADED WINDSOF STRIFEUNTIL
THE SEALING OF GOD’ SPEOPLE?

Revelation 7:1

As the angels of God cease to hold in
check the fierce winds of human
passion, al the elements of strifewill be
let loose. The whole world will be
involved in ruin more terrible than that
which came upon Jerusalem of old.

A singleangel destroyed all thefirstborn
of the Egyptiansand filled theland with
mourning. When David offended
against God by numbering the people,
one angel caused that terrible
destruction by which his sin was
punished. The same destructive power
exercised by holy angels when God
commands, will be exercised by evil
angels when He permits. There are
forces now ready, and only waiting
the divine permission, to spread
desolation everywhere.

(4) WHAT TWO CHARACTERISTICS
OF GOD’S PEOPLE WILL KINDLE
UNDUEANGERAND PERSECUTION
INTHEHEARTSOFTHEWICKED?

Revelation 14:12

Those who honor the law of God have
been accused of bringing judgments
upon theworld, and they will beregarded
as the cause of the fearful convulsions
of nature and the strife and bloodshed
among men that arefilling the earth with
woe. The power attending the last
warning has enraged the wicked; their
anger is kindled against all who have
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received the message, and Satan will
exciteto still greater intensity the spirit
of hatred and persecution.

(5) WHAT SAME SPIRITUAL
STATEWILL THE SELFPROCLAIMED
SPIRITUAL MAJORITY POSSESSIN
THELAST DAY SASIN CHRIST SDAY?

Matthew 15:8,9

When God's presence was finally
withdrawn from the Jewish nation,
priests and people knew it not. Though
under the control of Satan, and swayed
by the most horrible and malignant
passions, they still regarded themselves
as the chosen of God. The ministration
inthetemple continued; sacrificeswere
offered upon its polluted altars, and
daily the divine blessing was invoked
upon a people guilty of the blood of
God'sdear Son and seeking to slay His
ministers and apostles. So when the
irrevocable decision of the sanctuary
has been pronounced and the destiny
of theworld has been forever fixed, the
inhabitants of the earth will know it not.
Theformsof religion will be continued
by a people from whom the Spirit of
God has been finally withdrawn; and
the satanic zeal with which the prince
of evil will inspire them for the
accomplishment of his malignant
designs, will bear the semblance of zeal
for God.

(6) WHAT WILL THE WICKED
ATTEMPT TO DO, THINKING IT IS
A SERVICE FOR GOD?

John 16:2; Revelation 13:15

Asthe Sabbath has become the special
point of controversy throughout
Christendom, and religious and secular
authorities have combined to enforce
the observance of the Sunday, the
persistent refusal of asmall minority to
yield to the popular demand will make
them objects of universal execration. It
will be urged that the few who stand in
opposition to an institution of the
church and alaw of the state ought not
to betolerated; that it is better for them
to suffer than for whole nations to be
thrown into confusion and lawlessness.
The same argument eighteen hundred
years ago was brought against Christ
by the “rulers of the people.” “It is
expedient for us,” said the wily
Caiaphas, “that one man should diefor
the people, and that the whole nation
perish not.” John 11:50. Thisargument
will appear conclusive; and adecreewill
finally be issued against those who
hallow the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment [Exodus 20:8-11],
denouncing them as deserving of the
severest punishment and giving the
people liberty, after a certain time, to
put them to death. Romanisminthe Old
World and apostate Protestantism in
the New will pursue a similar course
toward those who honor all the divine
precepts[SeeAppendix E, F].

@) TO WHAT EVENT IS THIS
TERRIBLELAST DAY HOLOCAUST
AGAINST GOD’' SPEOPLECOMPARED?

Jeremiah 30:7
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The people of God will then be plunged
into those scenes of affliction and
distress described by the prophet asthe
time of Jacob’'strouble. “Thus saith the
Lord: Wehave heard avoice of trembling,
of fear, and not of peace. . . . All facesare
turned into paleness. Alas! for that day
isgreat, so that noneislikeit: itiseven
the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall
be saved out of it.” Jeremiah 30:5-7. . .
Jacob’s night of anguish, when he
wrestled in prayer for deliverance from
the hand of Esau (Genesis 32:24-30),
represents the experience of God's
peopleinthetimeof trouble. . .

(8) WHOISTHE DRAGON?

Revelation 12:9

(9) WHAT IS THE DRAGON’S
REACTION TOWARDSTHOSEWHO
ARELOYALTOGOD’SCOMMAND-
MENTS?

Revelation 12:17

As Satan influenced Esau to march
against Jacob, so hewill gtir upthewicked
to destroy God's people in the time of
trouble. And as he accused Jacob, he
will urge his accusations against the
people of God. He numberstheworld as
his subjects; but the little company who
keep the commandments of God are
resisting his supremacy. If he could blot
them from the earth, his triumph would
be complete. He sees that holy angels
are guarding them, and he infers that
their sins have been pardoned; but he

doesnot know that their cases have been
decided in the sanctuary above. He has
an accurate knowledge of the sinswhich
he has tempted them to commit, and he
presents these before God in the most
exaggerated light, representing this
peopleto bejust as deserving ashimself
of exclusion from the favor of God. He
declares that the Lord cannot in justice
forgive their sins and yet destroy him
and his angels. He claims them as his
prey and demands that they be given
into his hands to destroy.

(10) WHAT IMPORTANT ASPECT
OF THECHRISTIAN'SCHARACTER
WILL BE TESTED IN THIS PERI-
LOUSTIME?

1 Peter 1:7; James 1:3

As Satan accuses the people of God on
account of their sins, the Lord permits
him to try them to the uttermost. Their
confidence in God, their faith and
firmness, will be severely tested. Asthey
review the past, their hopes sink; for
in their whole lives they can see little
good. They are fully conscious of their
weakness and unworthiness. Satan
endeavors to terrify them with the
thought that their cases are hopeless,
that the stain of their defilement will never
bewashed away. He hopes so to destroy
their faith that they will yield to his
temptations and turn from their
alegianceto God.

(11) WHAT PROMISE HAS GOD
GIVEN TO HIS CHILDREN, WHO
THROUGH FAITH, PERSEVERE?

Revelation 3:10; Matthew 10:22
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Though God's peoplewill be surrounded
by enemies who are bent upon their
destruction, yet the anguish which they
suffer is not a dread of persecution for
the truth’s sake; they fear that every sin
has not been repented of, and that
through some fault in themselves they
will fail to realize the fulfillment of the
Saviour’spromise: | “will keep theefrom
the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon al theworld.” Revelation 3:10. If
they could havethe assurance of pardon
they would not shrink from torture or
death; but should they prove unworthy,
and losetheir lives because of their own
defects of character, then God's holy
name would be reproached.

They afflict their souls before God,
pointing to their past repentance of their
many sins, and pleading the Saviour’s
promise: “Let him take hold of My
strength, that he may make peace with
Me; and he shall make peace with
Me.” Isaiah 27:5. Their faith does not
fail because their prayers are not
immediately answered. Though suffering
the keenest anxiety, terror, and distress,
they do not cease their intercessions.
They lay hold of the strength of God as
Jacob laid hold of the Angel; and the
language of their soulsis: “I will not let
Thee go, except Thou bless me.”

(12 HOW WILL GOD REGARD
THE PRAYERS OF THOSE WHO
CONTINUETONEGLECT HISLAWS
AND LIVE WITH UNCONFESSED
SINS?

Proverbs 28:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:8

Had not Jacob previously repented of
his sin in obtaining the birthright by
fraud, God would not have heard his

prayer and mercifully preserved hislife.
So, inthetime of trouble, if the people
of God had unconfessed sins to appear
before them whiletortured with fear and
anguish, they would be overwhelmed;
despair would cut off their faith, and
they could not have confidenceto plead
with God for deliverance. But whilethey
have a deep sense of their unworth-
iness, they have no concealed wrongs
to reveal. Their sins have gone
beforehand to judgment and have been
blotted out, and they cannot bring them
to remembrance.

(13) HOW DOES GOD REWARD
THOSEWHOHAVE BEEN FAITHFUL
IN SMALL THINGS?

Matthew 25:21

Satan leads many to believe that God
will overlook their unfaithfulnessin the
minor affairsof life; but the Lord shows
in Hisdealingswith Jacob that Hewill in
no wisesanction or tolerate evil. All who
endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins,
and permit them to remain upon the
books of heaven, unconfessed and
unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan.
The more exalted their profession and
the more honorable the position which
they hold, the more grievous is their
coursein the sight of God and the more
surethetriumph of their great adversary.
Those who delay a preparation for the
day of God cannot obtain it in the time
of trouble or at any subsequent time. The
case of all such is hopeless.

(14) WHAT ISTHE FRUIT OF TRUE
REPENTANCE?

Psalm 38:18; Ezekid 36:31
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Those professed Christians who come
uptothat last fearful conflict unprepared
will, intheir despair, confesstheir sinsin
words of burning anguish, while the
wicked exult over their distress. These
confessions are of the same character
as was that of Esau or of Judas. Those
who make them, lament the result of
transgression, but not itsguilt. They feel
no true contrition, no abhorrence of evil.
They acknowledgetheir sin, through fear
of punishment; but, like Pharaoh of old,
they would return to their defiance of
Heaven should the judgments be
removed.

(15 IFWEHAVERETURNED TOTHE
LORD IN TRUEREPENTANCE, WHAT
WILL BETHERESULT OF THE FIRE
OFAFFLICTION?

Job 23:10; 1 Peter 1:7; Isaiah 13:12

Jacob’s history is also an assurance that
God will not cast off those who have
been deceived and tempted and betrayed
into sin, but who havereturned unto Him
with true repentance. While Satan seeks
to destroy this class, God will send His
angels to comfort and protect them in
the time of peril. The assaults of Satan
arefierce and determined, hisdelusions
are terrible; but the Lord’s eye is upon
His people, and His ear listens to their
cries. Their afflictionisgreat, theflames
of the furnace seem about to consume
them; but the Refiner will bring them
forthasgoldtriedinthefire. God'slove
for Hischildren during the period of their
severest trial is as strong and tender as
in the days of their sunniest prosperity;
but it isneedful for themto be placedin
thefurnace of fire; their earthliness must
be consumed, that the image of Christ
may be perfectly reflected.

(16) WHAT TYPE OF PRAYERS
AVAIL MUCH?

James5:16

The season of distress and anguish
before us will require afaith that can
endure weariness, delay, and hunger—
a faith that will not faint though
severely tried. The period of probation
isgranted to all to preparefor that time.
Jacob prevailed because he was
persevering and determined. His
victory is an evidence of the power of
importunate prayer. All who will lay
hold of God's promises, ashedid, and
be as earnest and persevering as he
was, will succeed as he succeeded.
Those who are unwilling to deny self,
to agonize before God, to pray long
and earnestly for Hisblessing, will not
obtainit. Wrestling with God—how few
know what it isl How few have ever
had their souls drawn out after God
with intensity of desire until every
power is on the stretch. When waves
of despair which no language can
express sweep over the suppliant, how
few cling with unyielding faith to the
promises of God.

(17) WHAT ISTHELIFELINEOFTHE
TRUECHRISTIAN, BOTH NOWAND
INTHEPERILOUSTIMESTO COME?

Romans1:17; Galations3:11

Those who exercise but little faith now,
areinthegreatest danger of falling under
the power of satanic delusions and the
decree to compel the conscience. And
even if they endure the test they will be
plunged into deeper distress and

0



TheGreat Controvery BibleSudy Guide

anguish in the time of trouble, because
they have never made it a habit to trust
in God. The lessons of faith which they
have neglected they will be forced to
learn under a terrible pressure of
discouragement.

(18) WHAT IS THE KEY TO
MAINTAINING OUR LIFELINE OF
FAITH?

1 Thessalonians 5:17

We should now acquaint ourselveswith
God by proving His promises. Angels
record every prayer that is earnest and
sincere. We should rather dispense with
selfish gratifications than neglect
communion with God. The deepest
poverty, the greatest self-denial, with His
approval, is better than riches, honors,
ease, and friendship without it. We must
taketimeto pray. If weallow our minds
to be absorbed by worldly interests, the
Lord may giveustimeby removing from
us our idols of gold, of houses, or of
fertilelands.

(19) WHY CAN WE NOT RELY
ON FAMILY, FRIENDS, OR OUR
RELIGIOUSLEADERSTOMAINTAIN
OUR SPIRITUAL LIFELINE?

Philippians 2:12

The “time of trouble, such as never
was,” is soon to open upon us; and we
shall need an experience which we do
not now possess and which many are
tooindolent to obtain. It isoften the case

that trouble is greater in anticipation
than in reality; but this is not true of
the crisis before us. The most vivid
presentation cannot reach the
magnitude of the ordeal. In that time of
trial, every soul must stand for himself
before God. “ Though Noah, Daniel, and
Job” werein theland, “as| live, saith
the Lord God, they shall deliver neither
son nor daughter; they shall but deliver
their own souls by their righteousness.”
Ezekidl 14:20.

(20) IFWEUNITE OURWEAKNESS
WITH GOD’S STRENGTH, WHAT
TYPE OF NATURE IS POSSIBLE
FORUSTO OBTAIN?

2 Peter 1:4

Itisinthislifethat we areto separate
sin from us, through faith in the
atoning blood of Christ. Our precious
Saviour invites us to join ourselves
to Him, to unite our weakness to His
strength, our ignorance to His
wisdom, our unworthiness to His
merits. God’s providence isthe school
inwhich weareto learn the meekness
and lowliness of Jesus. The Lord is
ever setting before us, not the way
wewould choose, which seems easier
and pleasanter to us, but the true aims
of life. It rests with us to cooperate
with the agencies which Heaven
employs in the work of conforming
our characters to the divine model.
None can neglect or defer this work
but at the most fearful peril to their
souls.

(21) WHAT THREE STRATEGIES
WILL SATAN AND HIS EVIL
AGENTS EMPLOY TO DECEIVE
THE MULTITUDES?
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2 Thessalonians 2:9

Fearful sightsof asupernatural character
will soon berevealed in the heavens, in
token of the power of miracle-working
demons. The spiritsof devilswill goforth
tothekingsof the earth and to thewhole
world, to fasten them in deception, and
urge them on to unite with Satan in his
last struggle against the government of
heaven. By these agencies, rulers and
subjectswill be alike deceived. Persons
will arise pretending to be Christ Himsdlf,
and claiming thetitle and worship which
belong to the world's Redeemer. They
will perform wonderful miracles of
healing and will profess to have
revelations from heaven contradicting
the testimony of the Scriptures.

(22) WHATWILL BETHECROWNING
ACT OF DECEPTION?

Matthew 24:24

As the crowning act in the great drama
of deception, Satan himself will
personate Christ. The church has long
professed to look to the Saviour’sadvent
asthe consummation of her hopes. Now
the great deceiver will make it appear
that Christ has come. In different parts
of the earth, Satan will manifest himsel f
among men as a majestic being of
dazzling brightness, resembling the
description of the Son of God given by
JohnintheRevelation 1:13-15. Theglory
that surrounds him is unsurpassed by
anything that mortal eyes have yet

beheld. The shout of triumph rings out
upon the air: “Christ has come! Christ
has come!” The people prostrate
themselves in adoration before him,
while he lifts up his hands and
pronounces a blessing upon them, as
Christ blessed His disciples when He
was upon the earth. His voice is soft
and subdued, yet full of melody. In
gentle, compassionate tones he
presents some of the same gracious,
heavenly truths which the Saviour
uttered; he heals the diseases of the
people, and then, in his assumed
character of Christ, he claims to have
changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and
commands al to hallow the day which
he has blessed. He declares that those
who persist in keeping holy the seventh
day are blaspheming his name by
refusing to listen to his angels sent to
them with light and truth. This is the
strong, almost overmastering delusion.
Likethe Samaritanswho were deceived
by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from
the least to the greatest, give heed to
these sorceries, saying: This is “the
great power of God.” Acts8:10.

(23) WHAT WILL PREVENT GOD’S
PEOPLE FROM BEING DECEIVED?

|saiah 8:20

But the people of God will not be misled.
Theteachingsof thisfalse Christ are not
in accordance with the Scriptures. His
blessing is pronounced upon the
worshipers of the beast and his image,
the very class upon whom the Bible
declares that God’s unmingled wrath
shall be poured out.
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(24) INWHAT MANNERWILL THE
TRUE CHRIST RETURN?

(26) WHAT THREE SNARES ARE
WE WARNED TOAVOID?

Matthew 24:30,31

Satan is not permitted to counterfeit
the manner of Christ’s advent. The
Saviour haswarned His people against
deception upon this point, and has
clearly foretold the manner of His
second coming. “ There shall arisefalse
christs, and false prophets, and shall
show great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect. . . .
Wherefore if they shall say unto you,
Behold, Heisinthedesert; go not forth;
behold, He is in the secret chambers;
believe it not. For as the lightning
cometh out of the east, and shineth even
unto the west; so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be.” Matthew 24:24-
27, 31; 25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1
Thessalonians 4:16, 17. This coming
thereisno possibility of counterfeiting.
It will beuniversally known—uwitnessed
by the wholeworld.

(25) WHY WILL THE MAJORITY
BE DECEIVED?

2 Thessalonians 2:10

Only those who have been diligent
students of the Scriptures and who have
received the love of the truth will be
shielded from the powerful delusion that
takes the world captive. By the Bible
testimony these will detect the deceiver
in his disguise.

1John 2:16

Toall thetesting timewill come. By the
sifting of temptation the genuine
Christian will be revealed. Are the
people of God now so firmly established
upon His word that they would not
yield to the evidence of their senses?
Would they, in such a crisis, cling to
the Bibleand the Bible only? Satan will,
if possible, prevent them from obtaining
a preparation to stand in that day. He
will so arrange affairs as to hedge up
their way, entangle them with earthly
treasures, cause them to carry a heavy,
wearisome burden, that their hearts may
be overcharged with the cares of this
lifeand the day of trial may come upon
them asathief.

(27) WHERE WILL MANY OF
GOD’S FAITHFUL SEEK REFUGE
IN THISGREAT TIMEOF TROUBLE?

Isaiah 33:16

Asthedecreeissued by thevariousrulers
of Christendom against commandment
keepers shall withdraw the protection of
government and abandon them to those
who desire their destruction, the people
of Godwill fleefromthecitiesand villages
and associate together in companies,
dwelling inthemost desolate and solitary
places. Many will find refuge in the
strongholds of the mountains. Like the
Chrigtians of the Piedmont valleys, they
will makethehigh placesof theearth their
sanctuaries and will thank God for “the
munitions of rocks.”
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(28) ASMANY SUFFER IMPRISON-
MENT FOR THEIR FAITH, WHAT
PROMISE MAY THEY CLAIM?

Isaiah 49:15,16; 44:21; 1 Samuel 2:30

But many of all nations and of all
classes, high and low, rich and poor,
black and white, will be cast into the
most unjust and cruel bondage. The
beloved of God passweary days, bound
in chains, shut in by prison bars,
sentenced to be slain, some apparently
left to die of starvation in dark and
loathsome dungeons. No human ear is
open to hear their moans; no human
hand is ready to lend them help.

Will the Lord forget His people in this
trying hour? Did Heforget faithful Noah
when judgments were visited upon the
antediluvian world? Did He forget Lot
when thefire camedown from heavento
consume the cities of the plain? Did He
forget Joseph surrounded by idolaters
in Egypt? Did Heforget Elijah when the
oath of Jezebel threatened him with the
fate of the prophets of Baal? Did He
forget Jeremiah in the dark and dismal
pit of his prison house? Did He forget
the three worthies in the fiery furnace?
or Daniel in the den of lions?

Though enemies may thrust them into
prison, yet dungeon walls cannot cut of f
the communication between their souls
and Christ. One who sees their every
weakness, who isacquainted with every
trial, is above all earthly powers; and
angelswill cometotheminlonely cells,
bringing light and peace from heaven.
The prison will be as a palace; for the
richinfaith dwell there, and the gloomy

walls will be lighted up with heavenly
light aswhen Paul and Silas prayed and
sang praisesat midnight in the Philippian
dungeon.

(29) HOW DOES THIS VERSE
DESCRIBE THE ACT OF GOD
DELIVERING JUDGMENT ON THE
WICKED?

Isaiah 28:21

God’s judgments will be visited upon
those who are seeking to oppress and
destroy His people. His long
forbearance with the wicked emboldens
men in transgression, but their
punishment is nonetheless certain and
terrible because it islong delayed. . . .
To our merciful God the act of
punishment is astrange act. “As| live,
saith the Lord God, | have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked.” Ezekiel
33:11. The Lord is “merciful and
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth, . . . forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin.” Yet
Hewill “by no means clear the guilty.”
TheLord isslow to anger, and great in
power, and will not at all acquit the
wicked.” Exodus 34:6, 7; Nahum 1:3. By
terrible things in righteousness He will
vindicate the authority of His
downtrodden law. The severity of the
retribution awaiting the transgressor
may be judged by the L ord’sreluctance
to executejustice. The nation with which
He bears long, and which He will not
smite until it has filled up the measure
of its iniquity in God's account, will
finally drink the cup of wrath unmixed
withmercy.

(30) WHAT SEVEN DREADFUL
PLAGUES OF JUDGMENT WILL
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THOSE POSSESSING THEMARK OF
DISOBEDIENCE EXPERIENCE?

Revelation 16:2,3,4,8,10,12,18

When Christ ceases Hisintercession in
the sanctuary, the unmingled wrath
threatened against those who worship
the beast and hisimage and receive his
mark (Revelation 14:9, 10), will be poured
out. The plagues upon Egypt when God
was about to deliver |srael were similar
in character to those more terrible and
extensive judgments which are to fall
upon the world just before the final
deliverance of God'speople. . .. Terrible
as these inflictions are, God's justice
standsfully vindicated. Theangel of God
declares: “Thou art righteous, O Lord, . .
. because Thou hast judged thus. For
they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and Thou hast given them
blood to drink; for they are worthy.”
Revelation 16:2-6. By condemning the
people of God to death, they have as
truly incurred the guilt of their blood as
if it had been shed by their hands. Inlike
manner Christ declared the Jews of His
time guilty of all the blood of holy men
which had been shed since the days of
Abel; for they possessed the same spirit
and were seeking to do the same work
with these murderers of the prophets.

These plagues are not universal, or the
inhabitants of the earth would bewholly
cut off. Yet they will be the most awful
scourges that have ever been known to
mortals. All the judgments upon men,

prior to the close of probation, have been
mingled with mercy. The pleading blood
of Christ has shielded the sinner from
receiving the full measure of his guilt;
but inthefina judgment, wrathis poured
out unmixed with mercy.

(31) WHEN THE WICKED ARE
SUFFERING FROM HUNGER WHAT
WILL SUSTAIN THE FAITHFUL?

Isaiah 33:15,16; 41:17; Isaiah 51:23

The people of God will not befreefrom
suffering; but while persecuted and
distressed, while they endure privation
and suffer for want of food they will not
beleft to perish. That God who cared for
Elijah will not pass by one of His self-
sacrificing children. Hewho numbersthe
hairsof their head will carefor them, and
intime of faminethey shall be satisfied.
Whilethewicked are dying from hunger
and pestilence, angels will shield the
righteousand supply their wants. Tohim
that “walketh righteously” is the
promise: “Bread shall be given him; his
waters shall be sure.”

(320 WHEN ALL HOPE APPEARS
LOST, LIKE JACOB IN HIS TIME
OF TROUBLE, WHAT WILL BE
THE PLEA OF THERIGHTEOUS?

Genesis 32:26

Yet to human sight it will appear that the
people of God must soon seal their
testimony with their blood as did the
martyrs before them. They themselves
begin to fear that the Lord hasleft them
tofall by thehand of their enemies. Itis
atime of fearful agony. Day and night
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they cry unto God for deliverance. The
wicked exult, and thejeering cry isheard:
“Where now is your faith? Why does
not God deliver you out of our handsiif
you are indeed His people?’ But the
waiting ones remember Jesus dying
upon Calvary’s cross and the chief
priests and rulers shouting in mockery:
“He saved others; Himself He cannot
save. If HebetheKing of Isragl, let Him
now come down from the cross, and we
will believe Him.” Matthew 27:42. Like
Jacab, all arewrestling with God. Their
countenances express their internal
struggle. Paleness sits upon every
face. Yet they cease not their earnest
intercession.

(33) WHO HAS GOD COMMIS-
SIONED FOR THE PROTECTION
OF HISFAITHFUL?

Psalms34:7; Psam91:11

Could men see with heavenly vision,
they would behold companies of angels
that excel in strength stationed about
thosewho have kept theword of Christ’s
patience. With sympathizing tenderness,
angelshavewitnessed their distressand
have heard their prayers. They are
waiting theword of their Commander to
snatch them from their peril. But they
must wait yet alittle longer. The people
of God must drink of the cup and be
baptized with the baptism. The very
delay, so painful to them, is the best
answer to their petitions. As they
endeavor to wait trustingly for the Lord
to work they are led to exercise faith,
hope, and patience, which have been too
little exercised during their religious
experience. Yet for the elect’s sake the
time of troublewill be shortened. “ Shall
not God avenge His own elect, which

cry day and night unto Him?. . . | tell
you that Hewill avenge them speedily.”
Luke 18:7, 8. The end will come more
quickly than men expect. Thewheat will
be gathered and bound in sheaves for
thegarner of God; thetareswill be bound
as fagots for the fires of destruction.

(34) AT THE COMMAND OF
THE FATHER, WHAT WONDERFUL
PROPHECY OF PROMISE WILL BE
FULFILLED?

Psalm 91:3-8

The heavenly sentinels, faithful to their
trust, continue their watch. Though a
general decree has fixed the time when
commandment keepers may be put to
death, their enemies will in some cases
anticipate the decree, and beforethetime
specified, will endeavor totaketheir lives.
But none can pass the mighty guardians
stationed about every faithful soul.
Someareassailed intheir flight fromthe
citiesand villages; but the swordsraised
against them break and fall powerlessas
a straw. Others are defended by angels
intheform of men of war.

Theeye of God, looking down the ages,
was fixed upon the crisis which His
people areto meet, when earthly powers
shall be arrayed against them. Like the
captiveexile, they will bein fear of death
by starvation or by violence. But the
Holy Onewho divided the Red Seabefore
Israel, will manifest His mighty power
and turn their captivity. “They shall be
Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that
day when | make up My jewels; and |
will sparethem, asaman spareth hisown
son that serveth him.” Malachi 3:17. If
the blood of Christ’s faithful witnesses
were shed at thistime, it would not, like
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the blood of the martyrs, be as seed
sown to yield a harvest for God. Their
fidelity would not be a testimony to
convince others of the truth; for the
obdurate heart has beaten back the
wavesof mercy until they return no more.
If the righteous were now left to fall a
prey to their enemies, it would be a
triumph for the prince of darkness. Says
the psalmist: “In the time of trouble He
shdl hidemeinHispavilion: inthesecret
of His tabernacle shall He hide me.”

Psalm 27:5. Christ has spoken: “Come,
My people, enter thou into thy chambers,
and shut thy doors about thee: hide
thyself asit werefor alittle moment, until
theindignation be overpast. For, behold,
the Lord cometh out of His place to
punish the inhabitants of the earth for
their iniquity.” Isaiah 26:20, 21.
Glorious will be the deliverance of
those who have patiently waited for
His coming and whose names are
written in the book of life.

| love the Lord with all my
heart. | pray that | am counted
on His side when He pro-
claims, “ He that is righteous
let him be righteous still.”
Circle Yes Undecided

I now realize that Satan is,
like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour. | pray
for wisdom to continue to
study and accept God’s Word
to avoid the deceptions that
Satan will manifest in the
final moments of thisworld’'s
history.
Circle Yes Undecided

| am grateful to God for
warning us of thegreat “ time

of trouble” that will cometo
those who honor His divine
precepts.
Circle. Yes Undecided
| pray that God will refinemy
character and strengthen my
faith so, by His grace, | can
overcome for Hisglory.
Circlee Yes Undecided
In love and faith, | trust-
fully give all into God’s
hands. | pray that by
miraculous preservation of
life or in a martyr’s death,
He will use me to glorify
His name.

Circle Yes Undecided

Sudy Notes:
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When the protection of human laws
shall be withdrawn from those who
honor the law of God, there will be,
in different lands, a simultaneous
movement for their destruction. Asthe
time appointed in the decree draws near,
the peoplewill conspireto root out the
hated sect. It will be determined to
strike in one night a decisive blow,
which shall utterly silence the voice of
dissent and reproof.

(1) WHAT PROMISE CAN THOSE
WHO REMAIN FAITHFUL CLAIM?

Revelation 3:8-11

Thepeople of God—somein prisoncells,
some hidden in solitary retreats in the
forests and the mountains—still plead
for divine protection, while in every
quarter companies of armed men, urged
on by hosts of evil angels, are preparing
for the work of death. It is now, in the
hour of utmost extremity, that the God of
Israel will interpose for the deliverance
of Hischosen. Saiththe Lord; “Ye shall
have asong, asin the night when aholy
solemnity iskept; and gladness of heart,
aswhen one goeth . . . to come into the
mountain of the Lord, tothe Mighty One
of Israel. And the Lord shall cause His
glorious voice to be heard, and shall
show thelighting down of Hisarm, with
the indignation of His anger, and with
the flame of a devouring fire, with
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scattering, and tempest, and hailstones.”
Isaiah 30:29, 30.

With shouts of triumph, jeering, and
imprecation, throngs of evil men are
about to rush upon their prey, when, lo,
a dense blackness, deeper than the
darkness of the night, falls upon the
earth. Then arainbow, shining with the
glory from the throne of God, spansthe
heavens and seems to encircle each
praying company. The angry multitudes
are suddenly arrested. Their mocking
cries die away. The objects of their
murderous rage are forgotten. With
fearful forebodings they gaze upon the
symbol of God’s covenant and long to
be shielded from its overpowering
brightness.

(2) WHAT WORDS OF JOY
WILL SPRING FORTH FROM THE
LIPSOF THE FAITHFUL?

|saiah 25:9; Psalm 46:1-3

By the people of God avoice, clear and
melodious, isheard, saying, “Look up,”
and lifting their eyes to the heavens,
they behold the bow of promise. The
black, angry clouds that covered the
firmament are parted, and like Stephen
they look up steadfastly into heaven and
seetheglory of God and the Son of man
seated upon His throne. In His divine
form they discern the marks of His
humiliation; and from Hislipsthey hear
the request presented before His Father
andtheholy angels: “1 will that they also,
whom Thou hast given Me, bewith Me
wherel am.” John 17:24. Again avoice,
musical and triumphant, isheard, saying:
“They come! they come! holy, harmless,
and undefiled. They have kept theword
of My patience; they shall walk among

theangels;” and the pale, quivering lips
of those who have held fast their faith
utter a shout of victory.

(3 WHAT WORDS COME FROM
THEMOUTH OF GOD?

Revelation 16:17

Itisat midnight that God manifests His
power for the deliverance of Hispeople.
The sun appears, shining inits strength.
Signs and wonders follow in quick
succession. Thewicked look with terror
and amazement upon the scene, while
therighteous behold with solemnjoy the
tokens of their deliverance. Everything
in nature seemsturned out of its course.
The streams cease to flow. Dark, heavy
clouds come up and clash against each
other. In the midst of the angry heavens
isoneclear space of indescribableglory,
whence comesthe voice of God likethe
sound of many waters, saying: “It is
done.”

(4) WHAT GREAT EVENT WILL
THEVOICE OF GOD CAUSE?

Revelation 16:18

That voice shakes the heavens and the
earth . . . Thefirmament appearsto open
and shut. The glory from the throne of
God seems flashing through. The
mountains shakelikeareed in thewind,
and ragged rocks are scattered on every
side. There is a roar as of a coming
tempest. The sea is lashed into fury.
Thereis heard the shriek of ahurricane
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likethe voice of demonsupon amission
of destruction. The whole earth heaves
and swellslike the waves of the sea. Its
surface is breaking up. Its very
foundations seem to be giving way.
Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited
islands disappear. The seaports that
have become like Sodom for wickedness
are swallowed up by the angry waters.
Babylon the great has come in
remembrance before God, “to give unto
her the cup of thewine of the fierceness
of His wrath.” Great hailstones, every
one “about the weight of atalent,” are
doing their work of destruction. Verses
19, 21. The proudest cities of the earth
are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon
which the world’'s great men have
lavished their wealth in order to glorify
themselves, are crumbling to ruin before
their eyes. Prison wallsarerent asunder,
and God's people, who have been held
in bondage for their faith, are set free.

(5) WHO WILL WITNESS THE
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST?

Revelation 1:7; Daniel 12:2; 2 Peter 3:10

Graves are opened, and “ many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth . . .
awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting
contempt.” All who have died in the
faith of thethird angel’s message come
forth from the tomb glorified, to hear
God's covenant of peace with those
who have kept His law. “They also
which pierced Him” (Revelation 1:7),
those that mocked and derided Christ’s
dying agonies, and the most violent
opposers of His truth and His people,
are raised to behold Him in His glory
and to see the honor placed upon the
loyal and obedient.

(6) WHATWILL BETHE RESPONSE
OF THEWICKEDASTHEY REALIZE
THEY AREABOUT TOWITNESSTHE
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST?

Revelation 6:16; |saiah 2:10-12,20,21

Thick clouds still cover the sky; yet the
sun now and then breaks through,
appearing like the avenging eye of
Jehovah. Fiercelightningsleap fromthe
heavens, enveloping the earth in a sheet
of flame. Above the terrific roar of
thunder, voices, mysterious and awful,
declare the doom of the wicked. The
words spoken are not comprehended by
al; but they are distinctly understood
by the false teachers. Those who alittle
before were so reckless, so boastful
and defiant, so exultant in their
cruelty to God'scommandment-keeping
people, are now overwhelmed with
consternation and shuddering in fear.
Their wails are heard above the sound
of the elements. Demons acknowledge
the deity of Christ and tremble before
His power, while men are supplicating
for mercy and groveling in abject terror.

(7) WHAT SONG OF TRIUMPHAL
RESPONSE WILL RESOUND FROM
THERIGHTEOUS?

Psalm 46:1-3

Through arift in the cloudsthere beams
a star whose brilliancy is increased
fourfold in contrast with the darkness. It
speaks hope and joy to the faithful, but

100



TheGreat Controvery BibleSudy Guide

severity and wrath to the transgressors
of God'slaw. Thosewho have sacrificed
all for Christ are now secure, hidden as
inthe secret of the Lord’spavilion. They
have been tested, and before the world
and the despisers of truth they have
evinced their fidelity to Him who died
for them. A marvel ous change has come
over those who have held fast their
integrity in the very face of death. They
have been suddenly delivered from the
dark and terrible tyranny of men
transformed to demons. Their faces, so
lately pale, anxious, and haggard, are
now aglow with wonder, faith, and love.
Their voicesrisein triumphant song. . .

(8) WHAT WILL BE DECLARED IN
THEHEAVENS?

Psalm 50:6

While these words of holy trust ascend
to God, the clouds sweep back, and the
starry heavens are seen, unspeakably
glorious in contrast with the black and
angry firmament on either side. Theglory
of the celestial city streams from the
gates gjar. Then there appears against
the sky a hand holding two tables of
stone folded together. Saysthe prophet:
“The heavens shall declare His
righteousness: for God isjudge Himself.”
... That holy law, God’s righteousness,
that amid thunder and flame was
proclaimed from Sinai astheguideof life,
is now revealed to men as the rule of
judgment. The hand opens the tables,
and there are seen the precepts of the
Decalogue, traced as with a pen of fire.
Thewords are so plain that all can read
them. Memory is aroused, the darkness
of superstition and heresy isswept from
every mind, and God’sten words, brief,
comprehensive, and authoritative, are

presented to the view of all the
inhabitants of the earth.

(99 WHAT TRUTH CONCERNING
GOD’S COMMANDMENTS WILL
STRIKE TERROR IN THE HEARTS
OF THEWICKED?

Psalm 119: 160; | saiah 40:8; M atthew 5:18

It is impossible to describe the horror
and despair of those who have trampled
upon God'sholy requirements. TheLord
gave them His law; they might have
compared their characters with it and
learned their defectswhiletherewasyet
opportunity for repentance and reform;
but in order to secure the favor of the
world, they set aside its precepts and
taught others to transgress. They have
endeavored to compel God's people to
profane His Sabbath. Now they are
condemned by that law which they have
despised. With awful distinctness they
see that they are without excuse. They
chose whom they would serve and
worship. “Thenshall yereturn, and discern
between the righteous and the wicked,
between him that serveth God and him
that serveth Him not.” Malachi 3:18.

(10) WHAT IS THE RESULT
OF KNOWING TRUTH AND NOT
SHARING THISKNOWLEDGEWITH
THELOST?

Ezekiel 3:18,19

The enemies of God's law, from the
ministersdown to theleast among them,
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have anew conception of truth and duty.
Too late they see that the Sabbath of
the fourth commandment is the seal of
the living God. Too late they see the
true nature of their spurious sabbath
and the sandy foundation upon which
they have been building. They find that
they have been fighting against God.
Religious teachers have led souls to
perdition while professing to guide
them to the gates of Paradise. Not until
the day of final accounts will it be
known how great is the responsibility
of men in holy office and how terrible
are the results of their unfaithfulness.
Only in eternity can werightly estimate
theloss of asingle soul. Fearful will be
the doom of him to whom God shall say:
Depart, thou wicked servant.

(11) WHEREWILL CHRIST BE SEEN
AT HISCOMING?

Matthew 26:64

Soon there appears in the east a small
black cloud, about half thesizeof aman’s
hand. It is the cloud which surrounds
the Saviour and which seems in the
distance to be shrouded in darkness.
The people of God know this to be the
sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence
they gaze upon it asit draws nearer the
earth, becoming lighter and more
glorious, until it is a great white cloud,
itsbase aglory like consuming fire, and
above it the rainbow of the covenant.
Jesus ridesforth asamighty conqueror.
Not now a“Man of Sorrows,” to drink
the bitter cup of shame and woe, He
comes, victor in heaven and earth, to
judge the living and the dead. “ Faithful
and True,” “in righteousness He doth
judge and make war.” And “the armies
whichwerein heaven” (Revelation 19:11,

14) follow Him. With anthemsof celestial
melody the holy angels, a vast,
unnumbered throng, attend Him on His
way. The firmament seems filled with
radiant forms—"ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands.”

(12) HOW DOES THE PROPHET
HABAKKUK DESCRIBETHE SECOND
COMING OF CHRIST?

Habakkuk 3:3,4

No human pen can portray the scene;
no mortal mind is adequate to conceive
itssplendor. . . . Astheliving cloud comes
still nearer, every eye beholdsthe Prince
of life. No crown of thornsnow marsthat
sacred head; but adiadem of glory rests
on His holy brow. His countenance
outshines the dazzling brightness of the
noonday sun. “And He hath on His
vestureand on Histhigh anamewritten,
King of kings, and Lord of lords.”
Revelation 19:16.

(13) HOW DOES THE PROPHET
JEREMIAH DESCRIBE THE REAC-
TION OF HUMANITY TO THIS
GREAT EVENT?

Jeremiah 30:6,7

BeforeHispresence“dl facesareturned
into paleness;” upon the rejecters of
God's mercy falls the terror of eternal
despair. “The heart melteth, and the
knees smite together, . . . and the faces
of them all gather blackness.” Jeremiah
30:6; Nahum 2:10. Therighteouscry with
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trembling: “Who shall be ableto stand?’
Theangels' song ishushed, and thereis
aperiod of awful silence. Thenthevoice
of Jesusis heard, saying: “My graceis
sufficient for you.” The faces of the
righteous are lighted up, and joy fills
every heart. And the angelsstrike anote
higher and sing again as they draw still
nearer to the earth.

(14) WHAT PROPHECY GIVEN
BY CHRIST INVOLVING THOSE
RESPONSIBLE FOR HISCRUCIFIC-
TIONWILL BEFULFILLED?

Matthew 26:64; Revelation 1:7

There are those who mocked Christ in
His humiliation. With thrilling power
cometo their mindsthe Sufferer’ swords,
when, adjured by the high priest, He
solemnly declared: “Hereafter shall ye
see the Son of man sitting on the right
hand of power, and coming in the clouds
of heaven.” Now they behold HiminHis
glory, and they areyet to see Him sitting
on the right hand of power.

Those who derided His claim to be the
Son of God are speechlessnow. Thereis
the haughty Herod who jeered at His
royal title and bade the mocking soldiers
crown Himking. Therearethevery men
who with impious hands placed upon
His form the purple robe, upon His
sacred brow the thorny crown, and in
His unresisting hand the mimic scepter,
and bowed before Him in blasphemous
mockery. The men who smote and spit
upon the Prince of lifenow turnfromHis
piercing gaze and seek to flee from the
overpowering glory of His presence.

Those who drove the nails through His
hands and feet, the soldier who pierced
Hisside, behold these markswith terror
and remorse.

In thelives of al who reject truth there
are momentswhen conscience awakens,
when memory presents the torturing
recollection of a life of hypocrisy and
the soul is harassed with vain regrets.
But what are these compared with the
remorse of that day when “fear cometh
as desolation,” when “destruction
cometh asawhirlwind”! Proverbs 1:27.
Those who would have destroyed Christ
and Hisfaithful people now witnessthe
glory whichrestsuponthem. Inthemidst
of their terror they hear the voices of the
saintsinjoyful strainsexclaiming: “Lo,
thisisour God; we havewaited for Him,
and Hewill saveus.” Isaiah 25:9.

(15) WHAT CRY WILL FILL THE
HEAVENS AS CHRIST CALLS THE
RIGHTEOUSDEAD TOLIFE?

1 Corinthians 15:55

Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash
of lightning, and theroar of thunder, the
voice of the Son of God calls forth the
sleeping saints. He looks upon the
gravesof therighteous, then, raising His
hands to heaven, He cries: “Awake,
awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust,
and arise!” Throughout the length and
breadth of the earth the dead shall hear
that voice, and they that hear shal live.
And the whole earth shall ring with the
tread of the exceeding great army of
every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people. From the prison house of death
they come, clothed withimmortal glory,
crying: “O death, where isthy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory?’ And the
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living righteous and therisen saintsunite
their voices in a long, glad shout of
victory.

(16) WHAT CHANGE WILL OCCUR
INTHERIGHTEOUS?

1 Corinthians 15:52,53

All comeforth fromtheir gravesthe same
in stature aswhen they entered thetomb.
Adam, who stands among the risen
throng, is of lofty height and majestic
form, in stature but little below the Son
of God. He presents a marked contrast
to the people of later generations; in
this one respect is shown the great
degeneracy of therace. But al arisewith
thefreshnessand vigor of eternal youth.
In the beginning, man was created inthe
likeness of God, not only in character,
but in form and feature. Sin defaced and
almost obliterated the divineimage; but
Christ came to restore that which had
beenlost. Hewill changeour vilebodies
and fashion them like unto His glorious
body. The mortal, corruptible form,
devoid of comeliness, once polluted with
sin, becomes perfect, beautiful, and
immortal. All blemishesand deformities
areleftinthegrave. Restored to thetree
of lifeinthelong-lost Eden, theredeemed
will “grow up” (Malachi 4:2) to thefull
stature of the racein its primeval glory.
Thelast lingering traces of the curse of
sinwill beremoved, and Christ’sfaithful
ones will appear in “the beauty of the
Lord our God,” in mind and soul and
body reflecting the perfect image of
their Lord. Oh, wonderful redemption!
long talked of, long hoped for,
contemplated with eager anticipation,
but never fully understood.

(17) WHEREWILL THEELECT GO
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS
CHANGE?

1 Thessalonians 4:17

The living righteous are changed “in a
moment, inthetwinkling of an eye.” At
the voice of God they were glorified;
now they are made immortal and with
the risen saints are caught up to meet
their Lord in the air. Angels “gather
together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.”
Little children are borne by holy angels
to their mothers’ arms. Friends long
separated by death areunited, nevermore
to part, and with songs of gladness
ascend together to the City of God.

(18) WHAT WILL CHRIST OUR
RIGHTEOUS JUDGE BESTOW ON
EACH OF HISREDEEMED?

1 Peter 5:4

Before entering the City of God, the
Saviour bestows upon Hisfollowersthe
emblemsof victory and investsthemwith
the insignia of their royal state. The
glittering ranksaredrawn up intheform
of a hollow square about their King,
whose form risesin majesty high above
saint and angel, whose countenance
beams upon them full of benignant love.
Throughout the unnumbered host of the
redeemed every glanceisfixed uponHim,
every eye beholds His glory whose
“visage was so marred more than any
man, and Hisform more than the sons of
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men.” Upon the heads of the
overcomers, Jesus with His own right
hand placesthe crown of glory. For each
there is a crown, bearing his own “new
name” (Revelation 2:17), and the
inscription, “Holiness to the Lord.” In
every hand are placed the victor’s palm
and the shining harp. Then, as the
commanding angelsstrikethenote, every
hand sweepstheharp stringswith skillful
touch, awaking sweet music in rich,
melodious strains. Rapture unutterable
thrills every heart, and each voice is
raised in grateful praise: “ Unto Him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins
inHisown blood, and hath made uskings
and priests unto God and His Father; to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever.” Revelation 1:5, 6.

(19) WHAT JOYOUSINVITATION
WILL CHRIST EXTEND TO HIS
REDEEMED?

Matthew 25:34

Before the ransomed throng isthe Holy
City. Jesus openswide the pearly gates,
and the nations that have kept the truth
enter in. There they behold the Paradise
of God, the home of Adam in his
innocency. Then that voice, richer than
any music that ever fell on mortal ear, is
heard, saying: “Your conflict isended.”
“Come, yeblessed of My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.”

Now isfulfilled the Saviour’s prayer for
Hisdisciples: “1 will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where
| am.” “Faultless before the presence of

Hisglory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24),
Christ presents to the Father the
purchase of Hisblood, declaring: “Here
am |, and the children whom Thou hast
given Me.” “Thosethat Thou gavest Me
| have kept.” Oh, the wonders of
redeeming love! the rapture of that hour
when the infinite Father, looking upon
the ransomed, shall behold His image,
sin’s discord banished, its blight
removed, and the human once more in
harmony with thedivine!

With unutterable love, Jesus welcomes
Hisfaithful onestothejoy of their Lord.
The Saviour’s joy is in seeing, in the
kingdom of glory, the souls that have
been saved by His agony and
humiliation. And the redeemed will be
sharersin Hisjoy, asthey behold, among
the blessed, those who have been won
to Christ through their prayers, their
labors, and their loving sacrifice. Asthey
gather about the great white throne,
gladness unspeakable will fill their
hearts, when they behold those whom
they have won for Christ, and see that
one has gained others, and these still
others, all brought into the haven of rest,
there to lay their crowns at Jesus feet
and praise Him through the endless
cycles of eternity.

(200 WHAT GROUP WILL BE
PRIVILEGED TOSINGA UNIQUESONG
OF PRAISE TO THEIR REDEEMER?

Revelation 14:3

Upon the crystal sea before the throne,
that sea of glassasit were mingled with
fire—so resplendent isit with the glory
of God,—are gathered the company that
have “ gotten the victory over the beast,
and over hisimage, and over his mark,
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and over the number of hisname.” With
the Lamb upon Mount Zion, “having
the harps of God,” they stand, the
hundred and forty and four thousand
that were redeemed from among men;
and there is heard, as the sound of
many waters, and as the sound of a
great thunder, “the voice of harpers
harping with their harps.” And they sing
“anew song” before the throne, a song
which no man can learn save the
hundred and forty and four thousand.
It isthe song of M oses and the Lamb—
a song of deliverance. None but the
hundred and forty-four thousand can
learn that song; for it is the song of
their experience—an experience such as
no other company have ever had.
“These arethey which follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth.” These,
having been translated from the earth,
from among the living, are counted as
“the first fruits unto God and to the
Lamb.” Revelation 15:2, 3; 14:1-5.

(21) WHAT DISTINGUISHES THIS
GROUP FROM THE MULTITUDE
OFTHE REDEEMED?

“washed their robes, and made them
whiteintheblood of theLamb.” “Intheir
mouth was found no guile: for they are
without fault” before God. “ Thereforeare
they before the throne of God, and serve
Him day and night in Histemple: and He
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell
among them.” They have seen the earth
wasted with famine and pestilence, the
sun having power to scorch men with
great heat, and they themselves have
endured suffering, hunger, and thirst. But
“they shall hunger no more, neither thirst
any more; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
whichisinthemidst of thethrone shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters: and God
shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes.” Revelation 7:14-17.

(22) WHAT PRINCIPLE WILL
INSPIRE THEREDEEMED TO SHARE
THEIRTESTIMONY THROUGHOUT
THEUNIVERSE?

Revelation 7:13,14

Revelation 14:4

“Thesearethey which cameout of great
tribulation;” they have passed through
the time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation; they have
endured the anguish of the time of
Jacob’s trouble; they have stood
without an intercessor through the final
outpouring of God'sjudgments. But they
have been delivered, for they have

Luke 7:42,43

In al ages the Saviour’s chosen have
been educated and disciplined in the
school of trial. They walked in narrow
paths on earth; they were purified inthe
furnace of affliction. For Jesus sakethey
endured opposition, hatred, calumny.
They followed Him through conflicts
sore; they endured self-denial and
experienced bitter disappointments. By
their own painful experiencethey learned
theevil of sin, itspower, itsguilt, itswoe;
and they look upon it with abhorrence.
A sense of theinfinite sacrificemadefor
itscure humblesthemin their own sight
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and fills their hearts with gratitude and
praisewhich thosewho have never fallen
cannot appreciate. They love much
because they have been forgiven much.
Having been partakers of Christ’s
sufferings, they arefitted to be partakers
with Him of Hisglory.

(23) WHAT WILL BE REMOVED
FROM THE RIGHTEOUS?

Isaiah 25:8

Theheirsof God havecomefrom garrets,
from hovels, from dungeons, from
scaffolds, from mountains, from deserts,
from the caves of the earth, from the
caverns of the sea. On earth they were
“destitute, afflicted, tormented.” Millions
went down to the grave loaded with
infamy because they steadfastly refused
toyieldto the deceptive claimsof Satan.
By human tribunal sthey were adjudged
thevilest of criminals. But now “God is
judge Himself.” Psalm 50:6. Now the
decisions of earth are reversed. “The
rebuke of His people shall He take
away.” 1saiah 25:8. “They shall cdl them,
The holy people, The redeemed of the
Lord.” He hath appointed “to give unto
them beauty for ashes, the ail of joy for
mourning, the garment of praisefor the
spirit of heaviness.” Isaiah 62:12; 61:3.
They are no longer feeble, afflicted,
scattered, and oppressed. Henceforth
they are to be ever with the Lord. They
stand before the throne clad in richer
robesthan the most honored of the earth
have ever worn. They are crowned with
diadems more glorious than were ever
placed upon the brow of earthly
monarchs. The daysof painand weeping
areforever ended. TheKing of glory has
wiped the tears from all faces; every
cause of grief has been removed. Amid

the waving of palm branches they pour
forth a song of praise, clear, sweet, and
harmonious; every voice takes up the
strain, until the anthem swells through
the vaults of heaven: “Salvation to our
God which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb.” And all the inhabitants
of heaven respond in the ascription:
“Amen: Blessing, and glory, and
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor,
and power, and might, be unto our God
for ever and ever.” Revelation 7:10, 12.

(24) HOW DOES THE BIBLE DE-
SCRIBETHEPLAN OFREDEMPTION?

1 Timothy 3:16; Ephesians 6:19

In this life we can only begin to
understand the wonderful theme of
redemption. With our finite compre-
hension wemay consider most earnestly
the shame and the glory, thelifeand the
death, the justice and the mercy, that
meet in the cross; yet with the utmost
stretch of our mental powers we fail to
grasp its full significance. The length
and the breadth, the depth and the
height, of redeeming love are but dimly
comprehended. The plan of redemption
will not befully understood, even when
the ransomed see as they are seen and
know as they are known; but through
the eternal ages new truth will
continually unfold to thewondering and
delighted mind. Though the griefs and
pains and temptations of earth are ended
and the cause removed, the people of
God will ever haveadistinct, intelligent
knowledge of what their salvation
has cost.

(25) WHAT ISTHE PAST, PRESENT,
AND FUTURE SCIENCEAND SONG
OF THEREDEEMED?
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Ephesians 3:18,19;1 Corinthians
1:17,18; Matthew 11:29; Romans11:33

The cross of Christ will be the science
and the song of the redeemed through
all eternity. In Christ glorified they will
behold Christ crucified. Never will it be
forgotten that He whose power created
and upheld the unnumbered worlds
through the vast realms of space, the
Beloved of God, the Mgjesty of heaven,
He whom cherub and shining seraph
delighted to adore—humbled Himself to
uplift fallen man; that He bore the guilt
and shame of sin, and the hiding of His
Father’sface, till thewoesof alost world
broke His heart and crushed out Hislife
on Calvary’s cross. That the Maker of
all worlds, the Arbiter of all destinies,
should lay aside Hisglory and humiliate
Himsealf fromloveto manwill ever excite
the wonder and adoration of the
universe. As the nations of the saved
look upon their Redeemer and behold
theeternal glory of the Father shiningin
His countenance; as they behold His
throne, which is from everlasting to
everlasting, and know that Hiskingdom
is to have no end, they break forth in

rapturous song: “Worthy, worthy is the
Lambthat wasdain, and hath redeemed us
to God by Hisown most precious blood!”

The mystery of the cross explains all
other mysteries. In the light that
streams from Calvary the attributes of
God which had filled uswith fear and
awe appear beautiful and attractive.
Mercy, tenderness, and parental love
are seen to blend with holiness,
justice, and power. While we behold
the majesty of His throne, high and
lifted up, we see His character in
its gracious manifestations, and
comprehend, as never before, the
significance of that endearing title,
“Our Father.”

It will be seen that Hewhoisinfinitein
wisdom could devise no plan for our
salvation except the sacrifice of His Son.
The compensation for this sacrifice is
the joy of peopling the earth with
ransomed beings, holy, happy, and
immortal. The result of the Saviour’s
conflict with the powers of darknessis
joy to the redeemed, redounding to the
glory of God throughout eternity. And
such is the value of the soul that the
Father is satisfied with the price paid;
and Christ Himself, beholding thefruits
of Hisgreat sacrifice, is satisfied.

| am looking forward to
that great day when Christ
comes in the clouds of
heaven to deliver His
people from the wicked-
ness of this earth and the
terrible time of trouble
that is before us.

Circle Yes Undecided

| look forward with great
anticipation to accept
Christ’s joyous invitation,
“Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from
the foundation of the
world.”

Circle: Yes Undecided

108



Desolation of the Earth - 12

(1) WHAT MESSAGE OF MERCY IS
HEAVEN PROCLAIMING TOTHOSE
WHO ARE UNKNOWINGLY FOL-
LOWING THE FALSE DOCTRINES
OFBABYLON?

Revelation 18:4; 14:8

(2) WHAT JUDGMENTS WILL
BEFALL BABYLON AND THOSE
WHO CLING TOHER TEACHINGS?

Revelation 18:8; Revelation 18:3-17

Such are the judgments that fall upon
Babylon in the day of the visitation of
God's wrath. She has filled up the
measure of her iniquity; her time has
come; sheisripefor destruction. When
the voice of God turns the captivity of
Hispeople, thereisaterrible awakening
of those who have lost al in the great
conflict of life. While probation
continued they were blinded by Satan’s
deceptions, and they justified their
courseof sin. Therich prided themselves
upontheir superiority to thosewho were
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lessfavored; but they had obtained their
riches by violation of thelaw of God.

(3) WHAT BASICPRINCIPLEHAVE
THOSE WHO PERISH WILLFULLY
VIOLATED?

Matthew 25:43-45; Matthew 6:33;
2 Thessalonians 2:10

They had neglected to feed the hungry,
to clothethe naked, to deal justly, and to
love mercy. They had sought to exalt
themselves and to obtain the homage of
their fellow creatures. Now they are
stripped of all that made them great and
are |eft destitute and defenseless. They
look with terror upon the destruction of
the idols which they preferred before
their Maker. They have sold their souls
for earthly riches and enjoyments, and
have not sought to become rich toward
God. Theresultis, their livesareafailure;
their pleasures are now turned to gall,
their treasures to corruption. The gain
of alifetimeis swept away inamoment.
Therich bemoan the destruction of their
grand houses, the scattering of their gold
and silver. But their lamentations are
silenced by thefear that they themselves
areto perishwith their idols.

(49 WHAT CHANGE OCCURS IN
THE LIFE WHEN THE WICKED
TRULY REPENT?

2Chronicles7:14; |saiah 55:7

The wicked are filled with regret, not
because of their sinful neglect of God

and their fellow men, but because God
has conquered. They lament that the
resultiswhat itis; but they do not repent
of their wickedness. They would leave
no means untried to conquer if they
could.

(5 WHAT WONDERFUL PROMISE
ISFULFILLED TOTHERIGHTEOUS?

Psalm 91:3-7

Theworld seethevery classwhom they
have mocked and derided, and desired
to exterminate, pass unharmed through
pestilence, tempest, and earthquake. He
who isto the transgressors of Hislaw a
devouring fire, is to His people a safe
pavilion.

(6) WHAT JUDGMENT WILL BE
PRONOUNCED UPON THESPIRITUAL
LEADERS WHO HAVE IGNORED
TRUTH AND LEAD THEIR FLOCK
ASTRAY?

Jeremiah 23:1,2; 25:34; Matthew 18:6

The minister who has sacrificed truth to
gain the favor of men now discerns the
character and influence of histeachings.
It is apparent that the omniscient eye
was following him as he stood in the
desk, as he walked the streets, as he
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mingled with men in the various scenes
of life. Every emotion of the soul, every
line written, every word uttered, every
act that led men to rest in a refuge of
falsehood, has been scattering seed; and
now, in the wretched, lost souls around
him, he beholds the harvest.

(7) WHAT HAVE THESE UN-
FAITHFUL LEADERS FAILED TO
ACKNOWLEDGE?

Psalm 119:160,142

Ministers and people seethat they have
not sustained the right relation to God.
They see that they have rebelled
against the Author of all just and
righteous law. The setting aside of the
divine precepts gave rise to thousands
of springs of evil, discord, hatred,
iniquity, until the earth became one vast
field of strife, one sink of corruption.
This is the view that now appears to
those who rejected truth and chose to
cherish error. No language can express
the longing which the disobedient and
disloyal feel for that which they have
lost forever—eternal life. Men whom
the world has worshiped for their
talents and eloquence now see these
thingsin their true light. They realize
what they have forfeited by
transgression, and they fall at the feet
of those whose fidelity they have
despised and derided, and confess that
God has loved them.

(8) HOW WILL THE LOST REACT
TOWARDS THOSE WHO HAVE
BETRAYED THEM?

Zechariah 14:13

The people see that they have been
deluded. They accuse one another of
having led them to destruction; but all
unite in heaping their bitterest
condemnation upon the ministers.
Unfaithful pastors have prophesied
smooth things; they have led their
hearersto makevoid thelaw of God and
to persecute those who would keep it
holy. Now, intheir despair, theseteachers
confess before the world their work of
deception. Themultitudes arefilled with
fury. “We are lost!” they cry, “and you
arethe cause of our ruin;” and they turn
upon thefalse shepherds. Thevery ones
that once admired them most will
pronounce the most dreadful curses
upon them. The very hands that once
crowned themwith laurel swill beraised
for their destruction. The swordswhich
were to slay God’s people are now
employed to destroy their enemies.
Everywherethereisstrifeand bloodshed.

(9) AFTERTHE CLOSE OF PROBATION
THE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN GOD
AND SATAN EXTENDSTOINCLUDE
WHOM?

Jeremiah 25:31; 26:21

For six thousand years the great
controversy has been in progress;
the Son of God and His heavenly
messengers have been in conflict with
the power of the evil one, to warn,
enlighten, and savethe children of men.
Now all have made their decisions; the
wicked have fully united with Satan in
his warfare against God. The time has
comefor God to vindicate the authority
of His downtrodden law. Now the
controversy isnot alonewith Satan, but
with men. “TheLord hath acontroversy
with the nations;” “He will give them
that are wicked to the sword.”
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(10) WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE
WICKED AS THEY SEE CHRIST
COMINGIN THE CLOUDS?

2 Thessalonians2:8; Revelation 6:16,17

At the coming of Christ the wicked are
blotted from the face of the whole
earth—consumed with the spirit of His
mouth and destroyed by the brightness
of Hisglory. Christ takes His people to
the City of God, and the earthisemptied
of its inhabitants. “Behold, the Lord
maketh the earth empty, and maketh it
waste, and turneth it upside down, and
scattereth abroad the inhabitants
thereof.” “The land shall be utterly
emptied, and utterly spoiled: for theLord
hath spoken thisword.” Isaiah 24:1,3.

(11) WHAT ISTHE FUNDAMENTAL
CAUSE FOR THE DESTRUCTION
OF THEWICKED?

Isaiah 24:5,6

“ ... Therefore hath the curse devoured
the earth, and they that dwell therein
are desolate: therefore theinhabitants
of the earth are burned.” Isaiah 24:5,
6. [Everlasting covenant see Exodus
31:16,17; Ezekid 20:12; Exodus20:8,11;
Isaiah 66:22,23].

(12) WHAT PHYSICAL EFFECT
WILL THE LORD’S COMING HAVE
UPON THE EARTH?

2 Peter 3:10

Thewhole earth appears like adesolate
wilderness. The ruins of cities and
villages destroyed by the earthquake,
uprooted trees, ragged rocksthrown out
by the sea or torn out of the earth itself,
are scattered over itssurface, while vast
caverns mark the spot where the
mountains have been rent from their
foundations.

(13) WHAT ISTHE FATE OF SATAN
FOLLOWING THESECOND COMING
OF CHRIST?

Revelation 20:2

Now the event takes place fore-
shadowed in the last solemn service of
the Day of Atonement. When the
ministration in the holy of holies had
been completed, and the sins of Israel
had been removed from the sanctuary
by virtue of the blood of the sin offering,
then the scapegoat was presented alive
before the Lord; and in the presence of
the congregation the high priest
confessed over him “all theiniquities of
the children of Israel, and all their
transgressions in al their sins, putting
them upon the head of the goat.”
Leviticus16:21. Inlikemanner, whenthe
work of atonement in the heavenly
sanctuary has been completed, then in
the presence of God and heavenly
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angels and the hosts of the redeemed
the sins of God’s people will be placed
upon Satan; hewill be declared guilty of
all the evil which he has caused them to
commit. And as the scapegoat was sent
away into aland not inhabited, so Satan
will be banished to the desolate earth,
an uninhabited and dreary wilderness.

(14) WHAT RESTRICTION DOES
GOD PLACE UPON SATAN'S
ACTIVITIES DURING THE 1,000
YEARSOF HISBONDAGE?

Revelation 20:3

Hereisto bethe home of Satan with his
evil angelsfor athousand years. Limited
to the earth, he will not have access to
other worlds to tempt and annoy those
who have never fallen. Itisinthissense
that he is bound: there are none
remaining, upon whom he can exercise
his power. Heiswholly cut off from the
work of deception and ruin which for so
many centurieshas been hissoledelight.

For six thousand years, Satan’swork of
rebellion has “made the earth to
tremble.” He had “made the world as a
wilderness, and destroyed the cities
thereof.” And he “ opened not the house
of hisprisoners.” For six thousand years
his prison house has received God's
people, and he would have held them
captive forever; but Christ had broken
his bonds and set the prisoners free.
Even thewicked are now placed beyond
the power of Satan, and alone with his
evil angelsheremainsto redlizethe effect
of the cursewhich sin hasbrought. “The
kingsof thenations, evenall of them, lie
inglory, everyonein hisown house[the
grave]. But thou art cast out thy grave
likean abominablebranch. . .. Thou shalt

not be joined with them in burial,
because thou hast destroyed thy land,
and dainthy people.” Isaiah 14:18-20.

For athousand years, Satan will wander
toand froin the desol ate earth to behold
the results of his rebellion against the
law of God. During this time his
sufferings are intense. Since hisfall his
life of unceasing activity has banished
reflection; but heisnow deprived of his
power and left to contemplate the part
which he hasacted sincefirst herebelled
against the government of heaven, and
tolook forward with trembling and terror
to the dreadful future when he must
suffer for al the evil that he has done
and be punished for the sins that he has
caused to be committed.

(15) WHATWILL BETHEACTIVITY
OF THE REDEEMED DURING THE
1,000YEARS?

Revelation 20:4

During the thousand years between the
first and the second resurrection the
judgment of thewicked takesplace. The
apostle Paul points to this judgment as
an event that followsthe second advent.
“Judge nothing before thetime, until the
Lord come, who both will bring to light
the hidden things of darkness, and will
make manifest the counsels of the
hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5. Daniel
declares that when the Ancient of Days
came, “judgment was given to the saints
of the Most High.” Daniel 7:22. At this
time the righteous reign as kings and
priestsunto God. . . Itisat thistimethat,
as foretold by Paul, “the saints shall
judge the world.” 1 Corinthians 6:2. In
unionwith Christ they judge the wicked,
comparing their acts with the statute
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book, the Bible, and deciding every case
according to the deeds donein the body.
Then the portion which the wicked must
suffer is meted out, according to their
works; and it is recorded against their
names in the book of death.

(16) WHOWILL BEINCLUDED IN
THISJUDGMENT?

1 Corinthians 6:2,3

Satan also and evil angels are judged
by Christ and His people. Says Paul:
“Know ye not that we shall judge
angels?’ Verse 3. And Jude declaresthat
“the angels which kept not their first
estate, but | eft their own habitation, He
hath reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness unto the judgment of
the great day.” Jude 6.

(17) WHAT WILL TAKE PLACE
AT THECLOSE OF THE 1,000 Y EAR
PERIOD?

Revelation 20:5

At the close of the thousand years the
second resurrection will take place.
Then thewicked will beraised fromthe
dead and appear before God for the
execution of “the judgment written.”
Thus the revelator, after describing the
resurrection of therighteous, says: “The
rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished.”
Revelation 20:5. And Isaiah declares,
concerning the wicked: “They shall be
gathered together, as prisoners are
gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up
in the prison, and after many days shall
they bevisited.” Isaiah 24:22.

The Scriptures have revealed
to me the momentous events
that will end this great
controversy. | understand that
befor e the close of this conflict,
every individual will have
made a decision asto where
his loyalty will be placed.
Circle: Yes Undecided

| realize that in his quest for
my destruction Satan will
employ every method within
his power to deceive me and
when these fail, persecution
may follow.

Circle  Yes Undecided

| am thankful that God
in His love and mercy is

calling His people out of
the false doctrines of
Babylon and revealing the
truths that will prevent
deception. | pray for
guidance from the Holy
Spirit to discern truth
fromerror sothat | will not
be among the deceived.

Circlee Yes Undecided
| realize that after all man-
kind has chosen allegiance
God'’s judgements will bring
desolation to this earth. |
choose to remain loyal to
Him regardless of the cost
and am thankful for His
promises for my deliverance.

Circle Yes Undecided
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At the close of the thousand years,
Christ again returns to the earth. Heis
accompanied by the host of the
redeemed and attended by a retinue of
angels. As He descends in terrific
majesty He bids the wicked dead arise
toreceivetheir doom. They comeforth,
amighty host, numberless as the sands
of the sea. What a contrast to those
who wereraised at thefirst resurrection!
The righteous were clothed with
immortal youth and beauty. Thewicked
bear the traces of disease and death.

(1) WHAT WORDS WILL SPRING
FORTH FROM UNWILLING LIPS
DRIVENBY THEPOWEROFTRUTH?

Luke 13:35

Every eyeinthat vast multitudeisturned
to behold the glory of the Son of God.
With one voicethewicked hostsexclaim:
“Blessed is He that cometh in the name
of theLord!” Itisnot love to Jesus that
inspiresthisutterance. Theforceof truth
urgesthewords from unwilling lips. As
thewicked went into their graves, sothey
comeforthwiththesameenmity to Christ
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and the same spirit of rebellion. They
are to have no new probation in which
to remedy the defects of their past lives.
Nothing would be gained by this. A
lifetime of transgression has not softened
their hearts. A second probation, were it
given them, would be occupied as was
the first in evading the requirements of
God and exciting rebellion against Him.

(2) WHAT DESCENDS FROM
HEAVEN AS A “BRIDE PREPARED
FORHER HUSBAND” ?

Revelation 21:2

Christ descends upon the Mount of
Olives, whence, after Hisresurrection,
He ascended, and where angels
repeated the promise of Hisreturn. Says
the prophet: “The Lord my God shall
come, and all the saints with Thee.”
“And His feet shall stand in that day
upon the Mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east, and the
Mount of Olives shall cleave in the
midst thereof, . . . and there shall be a
very great valley.” “And the Lord shall
be king over all the earth: in that day
shall there be one Lord, and His name
one.” Zechariah 14:5, 4, 9. Asthe New
Jerusalem, in its dazzling splendor,
comes down out of heaven, it restsupon
the place purified and made ready to
receive it, and Christ, with His people
and the angels, entersthe Holy City.

(3) WHAT ACTIVITY WILL
SATAN RESUME WHEN THE 1,000
YEARS END AND THE WICKED
ARERESURRECTED?

Revelation 20:7,8

Now Satan prepares for a last mighty
struggle for the supremacy. While
deprived of hispower and cut off fromhis
work of deception, the prince of evil was
miserable and dejected; but asthe wicked
dead are raised and he sees the vast
multitudes upon hisside, hishopesrevive,
and he determines not to yield the great
controversy. Hewill marshd dl thearmies
of the lost under his banner and through
them endeavor to execute his plans. The
wicked are Satan’s captives. In rejecting
Christ they have accepted the rule of the
rebel leader. They areready to receivehis
suggestions and to do his bidding. Yet,
true to his early cunning, he does not
acknowledgehimsdf tobe Satan. Heclaims
to be the prince who isthe rightful owner
of the world and whose inheritance has
been unlawfully wrested from him. He
represents himself to hisdeluded subjects
asaredeemer, assuring themthat hispower
has brought them forth from their graves
and that he is about to rescue them from
the mogt crud tyranny. The presence of
Christ having been removed, Satan works
wondersto support his claims. He makes
the weak strong and inspires al with his
own spirit and energy. Heproposesto lead
them against the camp of thesaintsand to
take possession of the City of God. With
fiendish exultation he points to the
unnumbered millions who have been
raised from the dead and declares that as
their leader he is well able to overthrow
the city and regain his throne and his
kingdom.

(4) WITHWHAT DOES SCRIPTURE
COMPARE THE GREAT THRONG
OFTHELOST?

Revelation 20:8

In that vast throng are multitudes of the
long-lived race that existed before the
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Flood; men of lofty stature and giant
intellect, who, yielding to the control
of fallen angels, devoted al their skill
and knowledge to the exaltation of
themselves; menwhosewonderful works
of artled theworld toidolizetheir genius,
but whose cruelty and evil inventions,
defiling the earth and defacing theimage
of God, caused Himto blot them fromthe
face of Hiscreation. There are kings and
generals who conquered nations, valiant
men who never lost a battle, proud,
ambitiouswarriorswhose approach made
kingdoms tremble. In death these
experienced no change. Asthey comeup
from the grave, they resume the current
of their thoughts just where it ceased.
They are actuated by the same desire to
conquer that ruled them when they fell.

Satan consultswith hisangels, and then
with these kings and conquerors and
mighty men. They look upon the
strength and numbers on their side, and
declare that the army within the city is
small incomparison with theirs, and that
it can be overcome. They lay their
plans to take possession of the riches
and glory of the New Jerusalem. All
immediately beginto preparefor battle.
Skillful artisans construct implements of
war. Military leaders, famed for their
success, marshal the throngs of warlike
men into companies and divisions.

(5) WHAT DOES THIS VAST
ARMY ATTEMPT UNDER SATAN’'S
COMMAND?

Revelation 20:9

At last the order to advance is given, and
the countless host moves on—an army
such as was never summoned by earthly
conquerors, such as the combined forces

of al ages sincewar began on earth could
never equal. Satan, the mightiest of
warriors, leadsthevan, and hisangelsunite
their forces for this fina struggle. Kings
and warriors are in his train, and the
multitudesfollow in vast companies, each
under its appointed leader. With military
precision the serried ranks advance over
the earth’s broken and uneven surface to
the City of God. By command of Jesus, the
gatesof theNew Jerusalemareclosed, and
the armies of Satan surround the city and
make ready for the onset.

Now Christ again appearsto the view of
Hisenemies. Far above the city, upon a
foundation of burnished gold, is a
throne, high and lifted up. Upon this
throne sits the Son of God, and around
Him are the subjects of His kingdom.
The power and majesty of Christ no
language can describe, no pen portray.
The glory of the Eternal Father is
enshrouding His Son. The brightness
of Hispresencefillsthe City of God, and
flows out beyond the gates, flooding
thewhole earth with itsradiance.

(6) WHO NUMBERS THE VAST
THRONG STANDING BEFORE THE
THRONE OF GOD?

Revelation 7:14

Nearest the throne are those who were
once zealous in the cause of Satan, but
who, plucked asbrandsfromthe burning,
have followed their Saviour with deep,
intense devotion. Next are those who
perfected Christian characters in the
midst of falsehood and infidelity, those
who honored the law of God when the
Christianworld declared it void, and the
millions, of al ages, who were martyred
for their faith. And beyond isthe “great
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multitude, which no man could number,
of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues, . . .before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, and palms in their hands.”
Revelation 7:9. Their warfare is ended,
their victory won. They have run the
race and reached the prize. The palm
branchintheir handsisasymbol of their
triumph, thewhiterobe an emblem of the
spotless righteousness of Christ which
now istheirs.

(7) WHAT PHRASE OFADORATION
WILL RESOUND FROM THE LIPS
OF THE REDEEMED?

Revelation 7:10

The redeemed raise asong of praise that
echoes and re-echoes through the vaults
of heaven. .. And angel and seraph unite
their voicesin adoration. Asthe redeemed
have beheld the power and malignity of
Satan, they have seen, as never before,
that no power but that
of Christ could have made them
conquerors. In all that shining throng
there are none to ascribe salvation to
themselves, as if they had prevailed
by their own power and goodness.
Nothing is said of what they have done
or suffered; but the burden of every song,
thekeynote of every anthem, is: Salvation
to our God and unto the Lamb.

(8) FORWHAT GREAT EVENTARE
THEWICKED DEAD RESURRECTED?

Revelation 20:12,13; Romans 14:10,11

In the presence of the assembled
inhabitants of earth and heaven thefinal
coronation of the Son of God takes place.
And now, invested with supreme magj esty
and power, the King of kings pronounces
sentence upon the rebels against His
government and executes justice upon
those who have transgressed His law
and oppressed His people. Says the
prophet of God: “I saw a great white
throne, and Him that sat on it, from
whosefacethe earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for
them. And | saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of thosethings
which were written in the books,
according to their works.”

(99 WHAT WILL BE REVEALED
AT THE GREAT JUDGMENT?

2 Corinthians 5:10

As soon as the books of record are
opened, and the eye of Jesus looks
upon the wicked, they are conscious of
every sin which they have ever
committed. They see just where their
feet diverged from the path of purity
and holiness, just how far pride and
rebellion have carried them in the
violation of the law of God. The
seductive temptations which they
encouraged by indulgence in sin, the
blessings perverted, the messengers of
God despised, the warnings rejected,
the waves of mercy beaten back by the
stubborn, unrepentant heart—all
appear asif writteninlettersof fire.

(10) WHAT FACTS DESCRIBED
IN THESE VERSES WILL STRIKE
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TERROR INTO THE HEARTS OF
THELOST ON JUDGEMENT DAY ?

I saiah 53:3,5; Isaiah 53:1-12

Above the throneis reveaed the cross,
and like a panoramic view appear the
scenes of Adam'’s temptation and fall,
and the successive steps in the great
plan of redemption. The Saviour’slowly
birth; His early life of simplicity and
obedience; His baptism in Jordan; the
fast and temptation in the wilderness;
His public ministry, unfolding to men
heaven’s most precious blessings; the
days crowded with deeds of love and
mercy, the nightsof prayer and watching
in the solitude of the mountains; the
plottingsof envy, hate, and malicewhich
repaid Hisbenefits; theawful, mysterious
agony in Gethsemane beneath the
crushing weight of the sins of thewhole
world; Hisbetrayal into the hands of the
murderous mob; the fearful events of
that night of horror—the unresisting
prisoner, forsaken by His best-loved
disciples, rudely hurried through the
streets of Jerusalem; the Son of God
exultingly displayed before Annas,
arraigned in the high priest’s palace, in
the judgment hall of Pilate, before the
cowardly and cruel Herod, mocked,
insulted, tortured, and condemned to
die—all arevividly portrayed.

And now before the swaying multitude
are revealed the final scenes—the
patient Sufferer treading the path to
Calvary; the Prince of heaven hanging
upon the cross; the haughty priests and
thejeering rabble deriding His expiring

agony; the supernatural darkness; the
heaving earth, the rent rocks, the open
graves, marking the moment when the
world’'s Redeemer yielded up Hislife.

The awful spectacle appears just as it
was. Satan, hisangels, and his subjects
have no power to turn from the picture
of their own work. Each actor recalls
the part which he performed. Herod,
who slew the innocent children of
Bethlehem that he might destroy the
King of Israel; the base Herodias, upon
whose guilty soul rests the blood of
John the Baptist; the weak, timeserving
Pilate; the mocking soldiers; the priests
and rulers and the maddened throng
who cried, “Hisblood be on us, and on
our children!”—all behold the enormity
of their guilt. They vainly seek to hide
from the divine majesty of His
countenance, outshining the glory of
the sun, while the redeemed cast
their crowns at the Saviour’s feet,
exclaming: “Hedied for me!”

(11) WHAT IS THE FINAL FATE
OF THEWICKED?

Revelation 20:15; Galations 6:8

Thewholewicked world stand arraigned
at the bar of God on the charge of high
treason against the government of
heaven. They have none to plead their
cause; they are without excuse; and the
sentence of eternal death is pronounced
against them.

Itisnow evident to all that the wages of
sin is not noble independence and
eternal life, but slavery, ruin, and death.
Thewicked seewhat they haveforfeited
by their life of rebellion. The far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory
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was despised when offered them; but
how desirableit now appears. “ All this,”
cries the lost soul, “I might have had;
but | chose to put these things far from
me. Oh, strange infatuation! | have
exchanged peace, happiness, and honor
for wretchedness, infamy, and despair.”
All seethat their exclusion from heaven
isjust. By their livesthey have declared:
“We will not have this Man [Jesus] to
reign over us.”

(12) WHAT SONG OF PRAISE
WILL THEREDEEMED PROCLAIM?

Revelation 15:3

As if entranced, the wicked have
looked upon the coronation of the Son
of God. They see in His hands the
tables of the divine law, the statutes
which they have despised and
transgressed. They witness the
outburst of wonder, rapture, and
adoration from the saved; and as the
wave of melody sweeps over the
multitudes without the city, all with one
voice exclaim, “ Great and marvelous
are Thy works, Lord God Almighty;
just and true are Thy ways, Thou King
of saints”; and, falling prostrate, they
worship the Prince of life.

(13) WHAT TRAIT OF SATAN’'S
CHARACTER WILL FINALLY BE
REVEALED TOTHE UNIVERSE?

Ezekiel 28:15-17; Ecclesiastes 12:14

Theaim of the great rebel hasever been
tojustify himself and to provethedivine
government responsible for the
rebellion. To this end he has bent all
the power of hisgiant intellect. He has
worked deliberately and systematically,
and with marvelous success, leading
vast multitudes to accept his version
of the great controversy which hasbeen
so long in progress. For thousands of
years this chief of conspiracy has
palmed off falsehood for truth. But the
time has now come when the rebellion
isto befinally defeated and the history
and character of Satan disclosed. In his
last great effort to dethrone Christ,
destroy His people, and take
possession of the City of God, the
archdeceiver has been fully unmasked.
Those who have united with him see
the total failure of his cause. Christ’'s
followers and the loyal angels behold
the full extent of his machinations
against the government of God. He is
the object of universal abhorrence.

(14) WHAT WILL BE THE RE-
SPONSE OFEVERY CREATED BEING?

Philippians 2:10,11

Satan seesthat hisvoluntary rebellion
has unfitted him for heaven. He has
trained his powersto war against God,;
the purity, peace, and harmony of
heaven would be to him supreme
torture. His accusations against the
mercy and justice of God are now
silenced. The reproach which he has
endeavored to cast upon Jehovah
rests wholly upon himself. And now
Satan bows down and confesses the
justice of his sentence.
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(150 WHAT TRUTH ABOUT GOD’S
GOVERNMENT AND CHARACTER
WILL BECOME APPARENT TO
THEENTIREUNIVERSE?

Psalm 97:2; Psalm 98:9

Revelation 15:4

Every question of truth and error in the
long-standing controversy has now
been made plain. Theresultsof rebellion,
the fruits of setting aside the divine
statutes, have been laid opento theview
of al createdintelligences. Theworking
out of Satan’s rule in contrast with the
government of God has been presented
tothewhole universe. Satan’sownworks
have condemned him. God'swisdom, His
justice, and His goodness stand fully
vindicated. Itisseenthat all Hisdealings
in the great controversy have been
conducted with respect to the eternal
good of His people and the good of all
theworldsthat He hascreated. “ All Thy
worksshall praise Thee, O Lord; and Thy
saints shall bless Thee.” Psalm 145:10.
The history of sin will stand to all
eternity as a witness that with the
existence of God's law is bound up the
happiness of all the beings He has
created. With all the facts of the great
controversy in view, thewhole universe,
both loyal and rebellious, with one
accord declare: “Just and true are Thy
ways, Thou King of saints.”

(16) WHAT IS THE REACTION
OF THOSE DECEIVED BY SATAN
WHEN HISCHARACTERAND TRUE
MOTIVESHAVE BEEN REVEALED?

Ezekiel 28:19; Ezekiel 28:6-8

Notwithstanding that Satan has been
constrained to acknowledge God’s
justice and to bow to the supremacy
of Christ, his character remains
unchanged. The spirit of rebellion, like
a mighty torrent, again bursts forth.
Filled with frenzy, he determines not to
yield the great controversy. The time
has come for alast desperate struggle
against the King of heaven. He rushes
into the midst of his subjects and
endeavorsto inspirethem with hisown
fury and arouse them to instant battle.
But of all the countless millionswhom
he has allured into rebellion, there
are none now to acknowledge his
supremacy. Hispower isat an end. The
wicked arefilled with the same hatred
of God that inspires Satan; but they
seethat their caseishopeless, that they
cannot prevail against Jehovah. Their
rageiskindled against Satan and those
who have been his agentsin deception,
and with the fury of demons they turn
upon them.

(17) WHAT JUST SENTENCE IS
GIVEN BY GOD REVEALING THE
ULTIMATE FATE OF SATAN?

Ezekiel 28:16-19
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(18) WHAT JUDGMENT IS PRO-
NOUNCED UPON THOSE WHOSE
NAMES ARE NOT WRITTEN IN
THEBOOK OF LIFE?

Revelation 20:15

“Every battle of the warrior is with
confused noise, and garmentsrolled in
blood; but this shall be with burning
and fuel of fire.” “The indignation of
the Lord is upon all nations, and His
fury upon all their armies: He hath
utterly destroyed them, He hath
delivered them to the slaughter.” “Upon
the wicked He shall rain quick burning
coals, fireand brimstone and an horrible
tempest: thisshall bethe portion of their
cup.” Isaiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6,
margin. Fire comes down from God out
of heaven. The earth isbroken up. The
weapons concealed in its depths are
drawn forth. Devouring flames burst
from every yawning chasm. The very
rocksareon fire. The day has comethat
shdl burn asan oven. Theelementsmelt
with fervent heat, the earth also, and
the works that are therein are burned
up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10. Theearth’'s
surface seems one molten mass—a
vast, seething lake of fire. Itisthetime
of the judgment and perdition of
ungodly men—"the day of the Lord’s
vengeance, and the year of recompenses
for the controversy of Zion.” Isaiah 34:8.

(19) WHAT WILL BETHE BASIS
OF GOD’S JUDGEMENT AND
THE ULTIMATE DELIVERY OF
JUSTICE?

Romans2:6; Romans2:7-11; Revelation
20:13; 1saiah 3:10,11

Thewicked receivetheir recompensein
the earth. Proverbs 11:31. They “shall
be stubble: and the day that cometh shall
burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts.”
Malachi 4:1. Some aredestroyed asin a
moment, while others suffer many days.
All are punished “according to their
deeds.” Thesinsof therighteoushaving
been transferred to Satan, heismadeto
suffer not only for hisown rebellion, but
for al the sins which he has caused
God's peopleto commit. His punishment
is to be far greater than that of those
whom he has deceived. After al have
perished who fell by his deceptions, he
isdtill to live and suffer on.

(200 WHAT WILL REMAIN OF
SATAN AND ALL EVIL AFTER
THE CLEANSING FLAMES HAVE
STOPPED?

Ezekiel 28:18; Madachi 4:1,3

Inthecleansing flamesthewicked are at
last destroyed, root and branch—Satan
theroot, hisfollowersthe branches. The
full penalty of the law has been visited,;
the demands of justice have been met;
and heaven and earth, beholding, declare
the righteousness of Jehovah.

(21) HOW DOES SCRIPTURE
DESCRIBE THE FINAL FATE OF
THE WICKED?

Psalms 104: 35; 37:20; Obadiah 16

(22) WHAT PROMISE WILL ALL
WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED THE
DEVASTATION OF SIN GLADLY
CLAIM?
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Nahum1:9

Satan’swork of ruin isforever ended.
For six thousand years he has
wrought hiswill, filling the earth with
woe and causing grief throughout the
universe. The whole creation has
groaned and travailed together in pain.
Now God’s creatures are forever
delivered from his presence and
temptations. “The whole earth is at
rest, and is quiet: they [the righteous]
break forth into singing.” Isaiah 14:7.
And a shout of praise and triumph
ascends from the whole loyal universe.
“The voice of a great multitude,” “as
the voice of many waters, and as the
voice of mighty thunderings,” is heard,
saying: “Alleluia: for the Lord God
omnipotent reigneth.” Revelation 19:6.

(23) WHAT PASSES AWAY AND
ISREPLACED BY THE NEW?

Revelation 21:1

The fire that consumes the wicked
purifiestheearth. Every trace of the curse
is swept away. No eternally burning
hell will keep before the ransomed the
fearful consequences of sin.

(24) WHAT SINGLE REMINDER
OF SIN WILL CHRIST FOREVER
BEAR?

John 20:25

One reminder alone remains: Our
Redeemer will ever bear the marksof His
crucifixion. Upon His wounded head,
upon His side, His hands and feet, are
the only traces of the cruel work that
sin has wrought. Says the prophet,
beholding Christ in His glory: “He had
bright beams coming out of Hisside: and
there was the hiding of His power.”
Habakkuk 3:4, margin. That pierced side
whence flowed the crimson stream that
reconciled man to God—there is the
Saviour’sglory, there“the hiding of His
power.” “Mighty to save,” through the
sacrifice of redemption, Hewastherefore
strong to execute justice upon them that
despised God's mercy. And the tokens
of Hishumiliation are Hishighest honor;
through the eternal ages the wounds of
Calvary will show forth His praise and
declare Hispower.

(25) WHAT ISCHRIST PREPARING
FOR THE FAITHFUL?

John 14:2; 2 Peter 3:13

A fear of making the future inheritance
seem too material has led many to
spiritualize away the very truths which
lead ustolook uponit asour home. Christ
assured His disciples that He went to
preparemansionsfor theminthe Father’s
house. Those who accept the teachings
of God' sword will not bewholly ignorant
concerning the heavenly abode. And yet,
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the
thingswhich God hath prepared for them
that loveHim.” 1 Corinthians2:9. Human
language is inadequate to describe the
reward of therighteous. It will beknown
only to those who behold it. No finite
mind can comprehend the glory of the
Paradise of God.
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(26) TO WHAT ISTHE LAND OF
INHERITANCE COMPARED?

Hebrews11:14; 11:11-16

Revelation 3:12

Inthe Bibletheinheritance of the saved
is called “a country.” . . . There the
heavenly Shepherd leads His flock to
fountains of living waters. The tree of
lifeyieldsitsfruit every month, and the
leaves of the tree are for the service of
the nations. There are ever-flowing
streams, clear ascrystal, and besidethem
waving trees cast their shadows upon
the paths prepared for the ransomed of
the Lord. There the widespreading
plains swell into hills of beauty, and the
mountains of God rear their lofty
summits. On those peaceful plains,
beside those living streams, God’'s
people, solong pilgrimsand wanderers,
shall find ahome.

(27) WHAT WILL BETHEAPPEAR-
ANCE OF THENEW JERUSALEM?

Revelation 21:11; 21:10-27

(28) WHAT WILL BE THE
ATMOSPHERE IN THE LAND WE
INHABIT?

I saiah 32:18; Isaiah 60:18

There, “the wilderness and the solitary
placeshal beglad for them; and the desert
shdl rejoice, and blossom as the rose”
“Instead of thethorn shall comeup thefir
tree, and instead of the brier shall come
up the myrtle tree.” “ The wolf aso shall
dwell withthelamb, and theleopard shall
liedownwiththekid; ... andalittlechild
shall lead them.” “They shall not hurt nor
destroy in al My holy mountain,” saith
theLord. Isaiah 35:1; 55:13; 11:6, 9.

(29) WHAT WONDERFUL AC-
TIVITIES WILL THE REDEEMED
HAVE THE JOY OF PERFORMING
INTHENEW EARTH?

Isaiah 65:21,22

(30) WHAT 4 EVIDENCES OF SIN
WILL NO LONGER EXIST?

Revelation 21:4; |saiah 33:24

Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of
heaven. Therewill be no moretears, no
funeral trains, no badges of mourning.
. .. for the former things are passed
away.” “The inhabitant shall not say, |
am sick: the people that dwell therein
shall beforgiven their iniquity.”

(31) WHAT WILL BE THE SOURCE
OFLIGHT IN THECITY OF GOD?

Revelation 22:5

In the City of God “there shall be no
night.” Nonewill need or desirerepose.
There will be no weariness in doing the
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will of God and offering praise to His
name. We shall ever feel the freshness of
themorning and shall ever befar fromits
close. . . .The light of the sun will be
superseded by a radiance which is
not painfully dazzling, yet which
immeasurably surpasses the brightness
of our noontide. The glory of God and
the Lamb floods the Holy City with
unfading light. Theredeemed walk inthe
sunless glory of perpetual day.

(32) WHOSE DIVINE PRESENCE
WILL NO LONGER BEAR THE
VEIL OF AN EARTHLY TEMPLE?

Revelation 21:22

The people of God are privileged to hold
open communion with the Father and the
Son. “Now we see through a glass,
darkly.” 1 Corinthians 13:12. We behold
theimage of God reflected, asinamirror,
intheworksof natureandin Hisdealings
with men; but then we shall seeHimface
toface, without adimming veil between.
We shall stand in His presence and
behold the glory of His countenance.

There the redeemed shall know, even
asalso they areknown. Theloves and
sympathies which God Himself has
planted in the soul shall there find
truest and sweetest exercise. The pure
communion with holy beings, the
harmonious social lifewith the blessed
angels and with the faithful ones of
all ages who have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb, the sacred ties that bind
together “the whole family in heaven
and earth” (Eph. 3:15)—these help to
constitutethe happiness of the redeemed.

There, immortd mindswill contemplatewith
never-failing delight the wonders of

cregtive power, themysteriesof redeeming
love. Therewill beno cruel, deceiving foe
to tempt to forgetfulness of God. Every
faculty will be developed, every capacity
increased. Theacquirement of knowledge
will not weary the mind or exhaust the
energies. There the grandest enterprises
may be carried forward, the loftiest
aspirationsreached, the highest ambitions
redlized; and il therewill arisenew heights
to surmount, new wondersto admire, new
truthsto comprehend, fresh objectsto call
forththe powersof mind and soul and body.

(33) WHAT TESTIMONY WILL
RESOUND FROM THE REDEEMED
THROUGHOUT ETERNITY?

Revelation 5:12

All the treasures of the universe will be
open to the study of God's redeemed.
Unfettered by mortdity, they wing their
tireless flight to worlds afar—worlds that
thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of
human woe and rang with songs of
gladnessat thetidings of aransomed soul.
With unutterable delight the children of
earth enter into the joy and the wisdom of
unfalen beings. They share the treasures
of knowledge and understanding gained
through ages upon agesin contemplation
of God's handiwork. With undimmed
vision they gaze upon the glory of
creation—suns and stars and systems,
al in their appointed order circling the
throne of Deity. Upon all things, from
the least to the greatest, the Creator’s
nameiswritten, andin all aretheriches
of His power displayed.

(34) WHAT SONG WILL FLOW
FROM THE LIPS OF ALL GOD’S
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REDEEMED AS THEY REFLECT
UPON THE OUTCOME OF THE
GREAT CONTROVERSY?

Revelation 5:13

And the years of eternity, as they roll,
will bring richer and still more glorious
revelations of God and of Christ. As
knowledgeis progressive, so will love,
reverence, and happinessincrease. The
more men learn of God, the greater
will betheir admiration of His character.
As Jesus opens before them the
riches of redemption and the amazing

achievements in the great controversy
with Satan, the hearts of the ransomed
thrill with more fervent devotion, and
with more rapturousjoy they sweep the
harps of gold; and ten thousand times
ten thousand and thousands of
thousands of voices unite to swell the
mighty chorus of praise.

The great controversy is ended. Sin
and sinners are no more. The entire
universeisclean. One pulse of harmony
and gladness beats through the vast
creation. From Him who created all,
flow life and light and gladness,
throughout the realms of illimitable
space. From the minutest atom to the
greatest world, al things, animate and
inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty
and perfect joy, declarethat Godislove.

| am thankful that, in love,
God has revealed through
Scripture the life-giving
knowledge of the Great Con-
troversy. | realize the final
battleground of this struggle
is my heart and the ultimate
issue of the controversy is

my allegiance.

Circle  Yes Undecided

I now understand how the
controversy began, the
principles involved, how
long it will continue, and
how it will end. | am
thankful that | am now
aware of Satan’s deceptions
and better prepared to
make the critical decisions
that will determine my
eternal destiny.

Circlee Yes Undecided

I am looking forward to the
years of eternity that will
bring a richer and still more
glorious revelation in the
knowledge of God and Christ.
Circle. Yes Undecided

My sincere prayer is, “ Dear
Lord, | give my life as a
humble offering. Change
me by Your grace into Your
image. Please give me
confidence to share these
lifegiving messages with
others. Provide me the
wisdom and grace to live
in obedience to Your holy
laws. Give me the strength
to remain faithful to this
important conviction at
any cost. Please come soon
Lord Jesus!

Circle: Yes Undecided
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The wording of your answers will vary
according to thetranslation of the Bibleyou
use, but the meaning should remain constant.

Lesson 1

(1) God cannot be tempted with evil and
He tempts no man.

(2) Sinisto break or transgress the law.

(3) Justice, judgement, mercy, and truth.

(4) Lucifer or Son of the Morning, later
called Satan or a Serpent.

(5) Hewas created perfect by God,
blamelessin all ways.

(6) Hisheart wasfilled with pride
because of his beauty and brightness.

(7) Thewages of sinisdeath.

(8) To have athrone above God's and be
like the Most High.

(9) Asamurderer and the father of lies.

(10) Kindness, tolerance, and patience.

(12) A third.

(12) Perverted ways will be known.

(13) Becausein Hisjustice and great right-
eousness He does not oppress.

(14) To aconflict that resulted in the
eviction of Satan and hisfollowers
from heaven.

(15) The earth.

(16) Heismerciful, gracious, long-
suffering, forgiving and full of truth
and goodness.

(17) HegaveHisonly Son for our
redemption.

(18) “Crucify Him".

(19) Reconciled theworld to Himself.

(20) To fulfill the law—not destroy it.

(21) Every kneewill bow and tongue
confess the Lordship of Christ.

(22) “Itisfinished.”

(23) They will be destroyed, they shall be
stubble without root or branch.

(24) Sinwill be destroyed, affliction will
not rise up a second time.

Lesson 2

(1) He(God) will put enmity (hatred)
between Thee (Satan) and the Woman
(the true church).

(2) You must not eat from the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil. If you
eat you will surely die.

(3) Evedefied God and took and ate of
the fruit.

(4) Thetesting of your faith.

(5) Thedevil.

(6) Because manwascreated intheimage
of God.

(7) We may become partakers of the
divine nature.

(8) Hewas without sin.

(9) Everyonewho lives Godly liveswill
be persecuted.

(10) Submit to God and resist the devil.

(11) To blind the minds of God's believers.

(12) Do not set foot on the path of the
wicked or walk in theways of evil men.

(13) Do not envy the wicked or desire
their company.

(14) God isour refuge and strength.

(15) Heislikearoaring lion seeking whom
he may devour.

(16) The armor of God.

(17) The Word of God.

(18) God will not alow us to be tempted
above what we are able to bear and
Hewill provide away of escape from
every temptation.

Lesson 3

(1) Therulers, powers, and authorities
of darkness.

(2) Around God's throne.

(3) Demonsor Devils.

(4) The earth.

(5) A littlelower then the angels.

(6) Thousands and thousands and ten
thousand times ten thousand.

(7) Onethird.

(8) Likeburning coalsof fireor like
torches. Also likeflashes of lightning.

(9) A singleangel slew ahundred and
eighty five thousand men in one night.

(10) Ministering spirits sent to serve those
who will inherit salvation.

(11) Protect and deliver those who fear
(respect) the Lord.

(12) They choseto sin.

(13) Miraculoussigns.

(14) Many People.

(15) A legion.

(16) The Lord Jesus Christ.

(17) A sorcerer.

(18) Heisbeautiful and full of splendor or
brightness.

(19) (@ Put onthefull armor of God.

(b) Study to show ourselves approved.
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(20) He guards Hisfaithful ones and

deliversthem from the hand of evil.
Lesson 4

(1) To deceivethe nations.

(2) Submit ourselvesto God and resist
thedevil.

(3) Walk in the Spirit and you will not
fulfill the lusts of the flesh.

(4) Theworriesof life, love of riches, and
other earthly desires entering in and
crowding out the Word.

(5) Heusesthem to cause divisions,
plant seeds of doubt concerning
doctrine.

(6) By their fruits.

(7) The truth sets us free!

(8) They will wrestle them to their own
destruction.

(9) Those who would think to alter
God'sWord will receive the plagues
described therein.

(10) 1t will make wisethesimple.

(11) He seesiit as foolishness.

(12) Profanetak and foolish arguments
falsely called science.

(13) Hisjudgementsare unsearchableand
ways past finding out.

(14) Those that have not received the love
for the truth that they may be saved.

(15) Making the Word of God to have no
effect because of traditions.

(16) Your traditions may lead you to reject
the commandments of God.

(17) Those who ask.

(18) It is better to trust the Lord than put
our confidencein man.

(19) It leads us to depart from God and
have a hardened heart because of the
deceitfulness of sin.

(20) To befilled with doubt and lack faith.

(21) What we sow we shall also reap.

(22) Make the choice to do God'swill and
then continue in the light we have
been given.

(23) (@ Through hearing the Word of God.
(b) Cry out for God to help your

unbelief.

(24) Those who seek will find.

(25) Trias purify our faith asflames
purify gold.

(26) Not by our might or power but by
the Spirit of the Lord.

(27) AsHisfollowers He has given us
power over the enemy.

(28) Watch and pray.

Lesson 5

(1) We are servants to whom we obey.

(2) Youwill not surely die.

(3) (@ Separationfrom God.

(b) They were banished from the
tree of life and the garden.

(4) Sinistransgression of the law.

(5) Thewagesof sinis death.

(6) Accepting Jesus Christ who has
destroyed death and brought life and
immortality to light through the
gospel.

(7) 1twill surely die.

(8) Anangel with aflaming sword was
sent to guard the tree of life.

(9) Destroyed in thefiresof hell.

(10) (@) Hetakesno pleasurein the death

of the wicked.
(b) He doesn't want anyone to perish
but all to come to repentance.

(11) (@ Righteousness

(b) Justice
() Love
(d) Faithfulness

(12) Only ashes.

(13) Firewill consumehim, reduce himto
ashes and will be no more.

(14) Thewine of her fornication or
adulteries.

(15) Hewill comeand give each onetheir
just reward.

(16) (@) We must first thirst.

(b) Wemust overcome.

(17) (@ Mercy, graciousness, long-suffer-
ing, abundant goodness, and
forgivenessfor rebellionand sin
but He will by no means clear
those who choose to remain guilty.

(b) All the wicked He will destroy.

(18) Come now let us reason together
though your sins are as scarlet they
shall be white as snow.

(19) They will call for the rocks and
mountains to fall on them to hide
them from Hisface.

(20) Hethat isunjust, let him be unjust
still and he that isrighteous, let him
berighteous still.

(21) Every tendency and thought of man
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became continually evil.

(22) Because by the trespass of one man
death reigned how much morewill
those who accept God'sgrace gainlife
through the one man Jesus.

(23) Every person will be rewarded
according to hisworks.

(24) (8 Thewagesof sinisdeath.

(b) They shall be as though they
had not been.

(25) The dead know nothing, their
memory isgone, and their
emotions of love, hate, and envy
are departed.

(26) Theliving praise You but those in
the grave cannot sing Your praises.

(27) Hedied, was buried and histomb
remains today.

(28) They will come from their graves.

(29) Heiscoming with Hisreward on that
day.

(30) 1 go to prepare a place for you then |
will come again and receive you unto
Myself.

(31) Thegreat judgement before God's
throne.

(32) Adleep in the dust.

(33) Death whereisyour sting, grave
where is your victory!

Lesson 6

(1) The dead do not return.

(2) The ahility to perform great signs and
miracles.

(3) Samuel the prophet.

(4) (@ Counterfeit miracles
(b) Signsandwonders
(c) Every sortof evil imaginable

(5) Hemasqueradesasan angel of light.

(6) Itisof thedevil.

(7) God isthe Giver, humility isthe basis.

(8) Temperanceinall things.

(9) Do not turn to mediums or seek out
spiritualists because they will defile
you.

(10) The death penalty.

(11) The Word of God is truth.

(12) Spiritualism givesfalseclaimsthat
God's divine power isits source.

(13) Study God's Word to show ourselves
approved.

(14) Sin separates us from God.

(15) Because they refuse to love the truth.

(16) Fallen angelsand the powersof evil.

(17) The dead know not anything.

(18) Sincewehavefollowed His
commandments He will keep usfrom
“thehour of trial.”

(19) Destruction dueto lack of knowledge.

(20) You will not surely die.

(21) They will be swept away and destroyed.

Lesson 7

(1) If you break oneyou are as guilty asif
you broke them all.

(2) Tomake ushlind to sin because the
law makes us aware of sin.

(3) Itisalamp for our feet and alight for
our path.

(4) Rejection of the Word of the Lord.

(5) Rejection of truth leads to the
rejection of Christ.

(6) All Hisrighteouslaws are eternal.

(7) Lawlessnessissin.

(8) Wewill reap what we have sown.

(9) Long life and prosperity.

(20) Justice and righteousness are turned
away and honesty cannot enter.

(11) Heartsbecome calloused and unfeling.

(12) All God'slaws are eternal.

(13) They will keep God's commandments

(14) The seventh day of the week.

(15) Hewould “think” to change set times
and laws.

(16) Deceptive philosophy and human
traditions.

(17) Having aform of godliness but denial
of the power thereof.

(18) The earth dries up and withers, it is
defiled by its inhabitants because
they have transgressed the laws.

(19) Restrict God'sloyal followers from
places of worship and kill them and
believe they are doing thisfor God.

(20) Spiritsof devilsworking great signs
and miraclesto try and deceive even
the elect.

(21) Thedevil, our adversary, goes about
asaroaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour.

(22) They keep the commandments of
God and have the testimony of
Jesus.

(23) Restrictionswill be imposed
prohibiting God’s commandment
keepersfrom buying or selling.
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Lesson 8

(1) Living by every Word of God.

(2) God Himself will restore you making
you strong, firm, and steadfast.

(3) They aregivento usand our children
that we may follow the words of
God's law and to teach us what is
coming sowewill have encourage-
ment and hope.

(4) (@ Fear (respect) God and give
glory for the hour of His
judgement has come.

(b) Babylonisfallen, that great city,
which made all nations drink of
her wine of adulteries or
fornications (fal se doctrines).

(c) If anyone worships the beast or
hisimage and therefore received
hismark will receivethe
judgements of God.

(5) Thetimewill comewhen they will
not endure sound doctrine and will
turn away from the truth.

(6) If they do not speak to the law and
the testimony of God's Word thereis
no light in them.

(7) Search the Scriptures daily with an
open mind.

(8) They despised and rejected Christ.

(9) Study to show thyself approved of
God, aworkman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word
of truth.

(10) Therewill befalse teachers who will
bringinfasedoctrine.

(11) We are each responsibleto search it
out for ourselves.

(12) Thereisaway that seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death.

(13) In atopical fashion—precept upon
precept; line upon line.

(14) We shall know of the doctrine.

(15) (@ Communion with Himin prayer.
(b) Then seek to find Him and the

truth He revealswith al our heart.

(16) Those who continue in His Word will
be His disciples and know the truth.

(17) Spiritual matters are spiritualy
discerned.

(18) The Father will send the Holy Spirit
to bring things to our remembrance.

(19) God alows those who choose to turn
away from the knowledge of the Bible
to regp the fruit of their depraved minds.

(20) They will berefined like silver and
gold, they will call on Hisnameand
Hewill answer, Hewill call usHis
people and wewill call Him our Lord
and God.

Lesson 9

(1) Babylonisfallen because she made all
nations drink of the maddening wine
of her adulteries (false doctrines).

(2) Come out of her My people so you
do not take part in her sins and
receive not her plagues.

(3) Reached unto heaven.

(4) (a) Economic sanctions preventing

them from buying or selling.
(b) The death penalty.

(5) If any man worship the beast and his
image and receive hismark he shall
experience the fury of God's wrath.

(6) Itisasign between usand God
showing Heisour Lord.

(7) Not the natural children (literal blood
line) but those who claim the promise.

(8) They will choose teachers who say
things their ears want to hear.

(9) We should preach the Word at all
times correcting, rebuking, and
encouraging.

(10) Those that Christ died for and calls
His friends He has chosen to go bear
fruit for Hiskingdom.

(11) You will know the truth and the truth
will makeyou free!

(12) Satan, the dragon, will use hishuman
instruments to make war against
those who obey God's
commandments and hold to the
testimony of Jesus.

(13) Therewill be betrayal between family
members to the point of death.

(14) Obedienceto God's commands.

(15) Decideto obey God over man.

(16) From God who does notweary and
whose understanding has no end for
He strengthens the weary and weak.

(17) Because wefollow Christ, we will be
hated, persecuted, and possibly put
to death.

(18) The Lord directs the heart of our
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rulers where He pleases.

(19) Hewill pour out His Spirit on all His
people.

(20) Perform great and miraculoussignsin
an effort to deceive the inhabitants of
the earth.

(21) Many will prophesy, have visions
and dreams, and everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.

Lesson 10

(1) “..Hewhichisfilthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that isrighteous, let him
berighteoustill . . .”

(2) A great “Time of troubl€” such as not
happened from the beginning.

(3) Four angels encompassing the earth.

(4) Obey God's commandments and
remain faithful to Jesus.

(5) They claim to honour Me but their
hearts are far from Me. They worship
invain teaching their own doctrines.

(6) They will seek to kill God's true
followersthinking it is God's will.

(7) LikeJacob's“Time of trouble.”

(8) Satan.

(9) Hewill become enraged and makewar
against those who obey God's law.

(20) Their faith.

(11) Hewill keep them from the hour of
temptation, which shall come
upon al the world.

(12) God will consider them detestable or
an abomination.

(13) If wearefaithful in few thingsHe
will put usin charge of many.

(14) Sorrow for sin.

(15) When we are tested we will come
forth asgold.

(16) The effectual fervent prayer.

(17) Therighteouswill live by faith.

(18) Bejoyful aways and pray
continually giving thanksin all
circumstances.

(19) We are each responsible to work out
our own salvation with fear and
trembling.

(20) We may partake of His divine nature
and escape the corruption of the world.

(21) (@ Counterfeit miracles
(b) Signs
() Wonders

(22) False christs and false prophets

performing miracles.

(23) By the law and testimony in God's
Word.

(24) Hewill appear in the clouds of the
sky with power and great glory.

(25) Because they had no love for the truth.

(26) (&) Lust of the flesh.

(b) Lust of the eyes.
(c) Pridecof life.

(27) The mountains.

(28) Hewill not forget us. We are engraved
in the palms of His hands.

(29) His"“strange work” or “strange act”.

(30) (@) Painful sores.

(b) Seaturned to blood.

() Riversand springsturned to blood.
(d) Scorching heat of the sun.

(e) Terribledarkness.

(f) Watersdried up.

(g) Great earth quake.

(31) Bread and water.

(32) “I will not let Thee go, except Thou
blessme.”

(33) Theangel of the Lord!

(34) Hewill save usfromthe fowler's snare,
from pestilence, and the plagues.
Thousands will fall around us but we
will be protected. We will observethe
punishment of the wicked.

Lesson 11

(1) Becausethey have remained faithful
He will keep them from the hour of
temptation.

(2) “Lo, thisisour God; we have waited
for Him, and He will saveus...”

(3) “ltisdone!”

(4) Lightning, thunder, and an earthquake
as has never occurred before.

(5) Every eyeshal see Him.

(6) They will cal out for the mountains
and rocksto fall on them to hide them
from His face who sits on the throne.

(7) Godisour refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble
Therefore will not we fear.

(8) Hisrighteousness because God is
judge Himself.

(9) HisWord istrue and Hisrighteous
lawsareeternal.

(20) If we do not warn them we will be
held accountable for hisblood.

(11) Intheclouds of heaven.
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(12) Hissplendor will cover the heavens
with the brightness of lightning.

(13) All facesturn to paleness, they grab
their loinsasif in child birth.

(14) Hereafter shall ye see the Son of
man sitting on the right hand of
Power, and coming in the clouds
of heaven.

(15) Death, whereisthy sting? Grave,
where is thy victory?

(16) Wewill be changed, God will giveus
immortality.

(17) They shall be taken up together in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.

(18) A crown of glory that will never fade.

(19) Come you bless of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.

(20) The*“144,000” who have been
redeemed from the earth.

(21) (@ Thesearethe oneswho came

through the “Great tribulation.”

(b) These are the ones who did not
defile themsel ves with women
(fallen churches.)

(22) Hewill lovemuchwhoisforgiven much.

(23) Toremovethedisgracefrom Hispeople.

(24) The “mystery of godliness.”

(25) To comprehend with all saintswhat is
the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height of thelove of Christ.

Lesson 12

(1) Come out of her my people so you will
not share in her sins, so you will not
receive her plagues.

(2) Plagueswill overtakeher, mourning,
andfamine. Shewill be consumed
by fire.

(3) They neglected the hungry, the
stranger, the naked, the sick, and
those in prison-they failed to
demonstrate the principle of love and
seeking first the kingdom of heaven.

(4) With true repentance (sorrow for sin)
the sinner will turn from his ways.

(5) They are saved from the Fowler's
snare; from deadly pestilence; they
are protected by Hiswings of refuge;
they will not fear bodily harm or the
plagues that destroy the wicked;
thousands will fall around them but
they will not be harmed.

(6) God will bestow punishment on them
for the evil they have done.

(7) That dl of God's Words are true and
Hisrighteous laws are eternal.

(8) Stricken with by panic they will
attack one another.

(9) With the nations.

(10) Will be destroyed by the splendor of
Hiscoming.

(11) Becausethey have transgressed
thelaws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant.

(12) The heavens will disappear with a
roar, the elements will be destroyed
by fire, and the earth will be laid bare.

(13) Heisbound to this desolate earth for
athousand years to reflect on hisways.

(14) Hewill be kept from deceiving the
nations.

(15) They will be given authority to judge
and reign with Him athousand years.

(16) Thefallenangels.

(17) Theresurrection of the wicked that
were destroyed at the second coming
of Chirst—the second resurrection.

Lesson 13

(2) “Blessed is He that cometh in the name
of the Lord.”

(2) TheHaly City, the New Jerusalem.

(3) The deception of the nations.

(4) The number of whom is as the sand
of the sea.

(5) To surround and overtake the city.

(6) These are they who have come out of
the great tribulation and have washed
their robsin the blood of the Lamb.

(7) They will proclaim, “Salvation to
our God which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb.”

(8) Thegreat judgement before the throne
of God.

(9) Thingsdoneinthe body—good and bad.

(10) He was despised and rejected by men.
He was pierced for our transgressions
and crushed for our iniquities.

(11) Destruction in the lake of fire.

(12) The song of Moses and the song of
the Lamb—Great and marvelousare
Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just
and true are your ways.

(13) The pride that resulted in wickedness
andviolence.
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(14) Every knee will bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord to the glory of the Father.

(15) (A) God'sgovernment isbased on

righteousness and justice.
(B) His character isholy and His
righteousnesswill berevealed.

(16) They will be appalled at him.

(17) “I will destroy thee, O covering
cherub, from the midst of the
stones of fire. . . . | will cast thee
tothe ground, | will lay thee
before kings, that they may
behold thee. . . . | will bring theeto
ashes upon the earth in the sight
of all them that behold thee. . . .
Thou shalt be aterror, and never
shalt thou be any more.”

(18) Whoever is not found in the Book of
Lifewill be cast into the lake of fire.

(19) God will reward each person
according to what they have done.

(20) He and his companionswill be
reduced to ashes.

(21) They will vanish from the earth and
be no more.

(22) Affliction shall not rise a second time.

(23) Thefirst earth passes away and is
replaced by the earth made new.

(24) Scarson Hishands and side.

(25) A new heaven and anew earth to be
the home of the righteous.

(26) (& “A Country.”

(b) The“New Jerusalem.”

(27) Itisdescribed as having the glory of
God: and her light waslike unto a
stone most precious, even like a
jasper stone, clear as crystal.

(28) Peaceable habitation, and in sure
dwellings, and quiet resting places.

(29) Build houses and plant vineyards.

(30) Death, crying, sorrow, or pain.

(31) ThelLord God givesthelight.

(32) Lord God Almighty and the Lamb.

(33) Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and
honor, and glory, and blessing.

(34) Blessing, and honor, and glory,
and power, be unto Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto
theLamb for ever and ever.

AppendixA
Obedience —The True Test of Loyalty

God, in His great wisdom, has set up fund-
amentd lawsbased on mercy, truth, and justice
[Ps.97:2]. His love-based laws are not
restrictive but rather are a source of security
and happiness to those who wisely abide
[Ps.119:1]. By definition, sinisseparationfrom
God [1sa.59:1-2] and caused by transgression
of Hislove-based laws [1Jn.3:4]. God could
foresee that, if left unchecked, sin would
spread throughout the universewith the effect
of a malignant cancer. To prevent this He
declared the penalty of death for violation
of the law [Rom.6:23]. God demonstrated
tothe universe His perfect balance of justice
and mercy [Ps.89:14] by providing a way
of salvation for the truly repentant
transgressors [ 1Pet.1:20].

The great controversy continues within us
anditisall about obedient allegiance of the
heart. Satan’sstrategy isto gain our alegiance
by convincing us that the law—the very tool
that makes us aware of our sinsand calls us
to obedience, is of none effect. He knows
that without the law in place our course
towards sin and the separation it brings is
inevitable [Pv.5:22]. Cleverly, Satan has
brought about the infiltration of this false
doctrine and the cry resounding from the
massesis, “ God'slawsarevoid!” Colossians
2:14isquoted that states that the ordinances
against us were “ nailed to the cross.” To
read but three versesfurther [Col .2:17] makes
theissue perfectly clear— these area shadow
of things to come” [Eph.2:14]. The ten
commandment law and the ceremonial laws
are distinctly separate [Deut.31:26;
Ex.40:20]. At the moment of Christ’s death
an unseen hand torethe temple veil from top
to bottom to mark the end of these ordinances
that dictated the sacrificial practices
[Matt.27:51; MK.15:38]. They were at that
moment fulfilled by the lamb of God dying
for thesinsof theworld. Thelawsthat ceased
were the ceremonia laws and practices of
the sacrificial system that pointed to
Christ and were a shadow of the cross [2
Chron.8:13,14; Lev.23:37,38] that was yet
to come. The current validity of the ten
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Commandments is confirmed in the final
chaptersof Revelation wherewe aretold that
God's people, who ultimately enter heaven,
will be commandment keepers [Rev.14:12;
Rev.22:14 KV].

The law is simply a mirror to reflect the
condition of our heart [Ez.11:19,20]. To do
away with the law is to take away the
knowledge of sin [Rom.5:13]. God is love
[1Jn.4:8] and the ten commandment law
is simply a written explanation of how
todemonstratelove. Thefirst four command-
ments show love and respect for God and
thelast six for our fellow man [Mk.12:29-31].

God has specificaly said, “ If ye love me,
keep my commandments” [1Jn.5:3;
Jn.14:15,21,23,24]. The keeping of His
commandments out of love makes Him our
Lord because we are servants to whom we
obey [Rom.6:16]. It is a blessing to obey
[Deut.11:27,28]. To show respect to God
by obedience to His commandments is the
whole duty of man [Ecc.12:13]; He is the
Author of Salvation to those who obey
[Heb.5:9], and He promisesto send the Spirit
of Truth to those who obey [Jn.14:16]. At
thejudgement many will say, “Lord, Lord...
but then | will profess unto them, | never
knew you: depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.” The definition of iniquity is
violation of the law. The highest form of
worship is to love Him enough to obey
[2Jn.1:6] and to claim to worship and then
intentionally not obey is contradictory—
seeking aform of Godliness but denying the
authority and power thereof [2Tim.3:1-5].

We are now in adilema. Like Paul, we see
the significance of obedience of thelaw and
that we should obey but we give in to the
flesh [Rom.7:19]. Our natures are evil
[Ecc.9:3], wearedl sinners[Rom.3:23], our
righteousnessis asfilthy rags[lsa.64:6]. In
our heart we have the conviction to obey
but, with pure motives, in ourselves we do
not possess the ability [Jer.13:23].

The good news is we can come to Christ
just aswe are—wretched and miseralbly lost
in sin—and claim the blood that was shed at

the cross. By the blood of Jesus we are
forgiven of our sins and freed from the
condemnation and penalty of the law
[Gal.3:13; Rom.5:8-11]. Then, after full
surrender, Hewill replace our sin-hardened
heartswith hearts of love[Ezek.11:19]. We
find peace and contenment [Matt.11:28-30;
Jn.14:27] as He writes the commandments
of lovein our hearts[Heb.10:16]. We spend
time with Him he demonstrates His
character in us by giving us the ability to
keep His commandments [Ez.11:20]. By
faith[Gal.3:6] we are privileged to become
partakers in His divine nature and escape
the corruption and lust of this world
[Pet.1:4]. We are given the power to obey
by His Spirit [Acts 5:32]. The curse of
condemnation is gone and the blessing of
the law remains as a light unto our path
[Ps.37:31; Jam.1:23-25].

Appendix B
The History of the Sabbath

At the end of creation week God set aside
a specia time and “rested” from all His
work. God did not “rest” due to physical
exhaustion. Herested, blessed, and made holy
the Sabbath so that by His command and
example we would be blessed with this
weekly memoria of Him as our Lord and
Creator [Gen.2:1-3]. He stamped His seal of
authority on this specific time each week and
asked us to set aside our secular activities
and spend this time with Him. But Satan’s
aim is to keep us so preoccupied with the
issuesof lifethat wefail toknow or experience
the true blessing that observing the fourth
commandment brings [1sa.56:2; 58:13,14;
Deut.5:29; Heb.4:4-9; Lev.26:2-4; Rev. 22:14)].

The Bible clearly outlines the ingtitution of
the Sabbath from creation to its observance
in the earth made new. The Sabbath was a
gift to all mankind at creation 2,000 years
before Abraham, the first Jew, existed. At
the end of creation week God rested from
His creative work and instituted the Sabbath
for man [Gen.2:3; Mk.2:27]. Sabbath
worship was carried on by the Patriarchs
until, dueto their cruel treatment during the
period of davery in Egypt, they ceased to
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observe it. After leaving Egypt they were
reminded of itsimportance by God's provision
of adouble portion of mannaon Friday so they
could honor His Sabbath [Ex.16:4,5]. This
occurred before the law was given a& Mount
Sinai confirmingitexisted prior toSinai. Then, a
Sinai, God reinforced the existence, sacredness,
and importance of the 4th commandment by
saying“Remember” [Ex.20:8].

The practice of Sabbath observance was
continued on by those entering the land of
Canaan and was proclaimed by the Prophets
and kept by God'sfaithful [Neh.13:15]. Years
later Christ came as our example[1Pet.2:21]
and faithfully kept the Sabbath [Luk.4:16;
Mk.1:21; 6:2]. Even in His crucifixion and
death He observed the Sabbath by resting in
thetomb until thefirst day of theweek. There
isno record of Him asking for the day to be
changed. He specificaly said Hecameto fulfill
thelaw [Matt.5:17,18] and made astatement
that indicates the Sabbath would still be
considered holy, years after His death when
Jerusalem would be destroyed [Mat.24:20].
Itisevident that no directionswere given by
Christ for the observance of Sunday because
some of his closest followers prepared his
body for burial and then observed the Sabbath
“according to the commandment” [Luk.23:56
KJV; MKk.16:1] and continued to observethe
Sabbath from that point forward [Act.18:4,
13:27,13:14, 13:42, 15:21, 17:2].

In the New Testament book of Hebrews,
written following Christ’'s death and
resurrection, Sabbath observance was
reiterated [Heb.4:8-11]. We are told that
the Sabbath is a perpetual covenant
[Ex.31:16]— asign of sanctification in our
lives from God [Ez.20:12; Ex.31:13]. We
are also told that following the close of
this world’s history when we enter the
new earth we will be observing the seventh
day Sabbath [1sa.66:22,23].

With nodirectionsgivenfor achangeprior to
Christ’s death, a change from Sabbath to
Sunday worship was not a part of the New
Covenant. For something to be part of
someone’slast will and testament it hasto be
stated before death [Heb.9:16-18; Gal.3:15].

Appendix C
The History of Sunday Observance

Historical records verify that men in both
the church and government instituted the
tradition that Sunday worship be observed
in honor of Christ’s resurrection but
Scripture has ordained baptism and
communion[Rom.6:4; 1 Pet.3:21; Col. 2:12]
for this purpose [Luk.22:19]. The word
“Sunday” does not occur in the King James
Version of Scripture and the phrase "thefirst
day of the week” is mentioned only eight
times, each without any command for achange
[Matt.28:1; Mk.16:2; 16:9; Luk.24:1; Jn.20:1;
20:19; Acts20:7; 1Cor.16:2]. Traditions,
especidly if they involve worshipping the
Lord, are great, but we are warned that they
must not interfere with the law of God
[Matt.15:3; Col.2:8; Acts 5:29].

Study of historical sources reveal the
transition from Saturday to Sunday
observanceand also theinstitution that claims
responsibility for the attempted change. The
transition from Saturday to Sunday worship
wasnot immediately implemented following
Christ’s death but was a slow process that
occurred over time.

“Sunday, the first day of the week. Its
English name and its German name
(Sonntag) are drived from the Latin dies
solis, “sun’s day,” the name of a pagan
Roman holiday . . . In the early days of
Christianity, Sunday began to replace the
Sabbath and to be observed to honor the
resurrection of Christ. Sunday wasinstituted
as a day of rest, consecrated especially to
the service of God, by the Roman emperor
Constantinethe Great. Sincethe 4th century,
ecclesiastical and civil legislation has
frequently regulated work on Sunday and
serviceatendance. Inthe United States, laws
limiting business activity and amusements
on Sunday have become known as blue
laws.” [Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia).

Theinstitution of the Papal church of Rome
proudly claims authority above God in this
attempted change of the Lord's holy day.
Thefollowing are some published statements
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from the Catholic Church proudly claiming
full responsibility:

Question - Have you any other way of
proving that the church (Roman Cathalic)
has power to institute festivals of precept?
Answer - “Had she not such power, she could
not have done that in which all modern
religionistsagreewith her—she could not have
substituted the observance of Saturday, the
seventh day, a change for which there is no
Scriptural authority.” A Doctrinal
Catechism, by S. Keenan, P.174, 354.

“The observance of Sunday by the
Protestants is an homage they pay, in spite
of themselves, to the authority of the Catholic
Church.” Plain Talk About Protestantism,
by Father Segur, P.213.

“The Catholic church by virtue of her divine
mission changed the day from Saturday to
Sunday.” The Convert’s Catechism of
Catholic Doctrine, P.50, 3rd edition.

“Reason and common sense demand
the acceptance of oneor theother aternatives;
either Protestism and keeping Saturday, or
Catholicity and keeping of Sunday.
Compromise is impossible.” American
Catholic Quarterly Review, Jan.1883.

“If you look to the Bible as an authority
for the observance of the day (Sunday),
you will not find it. It is well to remind
the Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists,
and all other Christians outside the pale
of the Mother Church, that the Bible does
not support them anywhere in the
observance of Sunday.” Clifton Tracts,
Vol.4, P.15.

This attempted change was predicted in the
book of Daniel, “ ... heshall speak great words
against themost High, and shall wear out the
saints of the most High, and think to change
timesand laws...” [Dan.7:25]. Theonly law
involving time is the 4th Commandment
[Ex.20:3-17].

Appendix D
Does the Day We Observe Matter?

Does it matter the specific day we
“remember” or how we observe it? The 4th
Commandment islocated intheheart of God's
law. It is the one Commandment that on a
specific day, and in aspecific way, servesas
a perpetual memorial and honor to God as
our Creator and Lord. Is full obedience
important? Does it matter? When you tell
your toddler to do something, do you expect
thechild to fully understand and agree before
obeying? No, you expect obedience out of
love, respect, and trust. You expect obedience
based on the knowledge of your love. God,
our heavenly Father, who ismuch wiser then
usasksand deservesthissamelove and trust-
based obedience.

It is on this issue of faith all mankind is
tested. It was on thisvery issue that Adam
and Eve fell. They were given specific
instructions not to eat the fruit of aspecific
tree [Gen.2:16,17]! The significance was
that they failed to give love-based trust
and obedience to God's commands even
though they didn’t fully understand. The
test of faith was given to Abraham to
sacrifice Isaac and praise God he passed!
It is the same principle with Sabbath
observance of the fourth Commandment.
The fundamental issue is: To whom will
we give our obedience, worship, and
alegiance? It isatest of faith.

For six thousand years the basis of the great
controversy has been about allegianceand it
is no surprise that it will be the issue at the
closing of the conflict. Satan’sgoal was, and
still is, to deface God's laws that instruct in
allegiance and worship to God and to receive
the worship only God deserves. Revelation
tellsusthat in earth’s closing momentsthree
important messages of warning will be
proclaimed to theworld and all threeinvolve
the issue of worship [Rev.14:6-9].

Wheninthefinal daysof earth’shistory you
arebeing calledto“ Fear God and giveglory
tohim...” How will you chooseto show your
alegiance? Will you follow His specific
instructions to “ Remember the Sabbath day
by keepingit hoaly...” [Ex.20:8-11]. Will you
claimthe special blessing He offers: “ If thou

136



TheGreat Controvery BibleSudy Guide

turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call
the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD,
honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:
Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD;
and | will cause thee to ride upon the high
places of the earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of
the LORD hath spoken it.” [1sa58:13,14].

Giving worship to our Creator any timeisa
blessing; but, a richer and fuller spiritual
blessing results from full obedience and
submission to God’'s commands [Rev.22:14
KJV; n.15:10,11].

Appendix E
The Beast of Revelation

In the last days we are warned, “ If any
man wor ship the beast and hisimage, and
receive hismark in his forehead, or in his
hand, The same shall drink of the wine of
thewrath of God...” Rev.14:9,10. Because
it is God's desire for every person to be
saved [2 Pet.3:9] He has given us eleven
identifying characteristics of the “beast”
in His Word to prevent being deceived.

Before we reveal who the “beast” is it is
important to preface this information by
saying that there are many God-loving,
heaven-bound Christian friends affiliated
with this religious institution who do not
realize the they have been taught false
doctrine. This is why, in mercy and love,
God makes the plea “come out of her my
people” [Rev.17:2-4].

According to Scripture a“beast” is aking
or kingdom or ruler with great political
power [Dan.7:17,23; 8:21]. Even today
animals are symbols of nations-the United
States being an eagle. The political power
that has been clearly identified by Bible
scholars from protestant denominations as
the “beast” [Revelation 13:1; 14:9,10] is
the Papacy or Roman Catholic Church.
History reveals that this “diverse”
ecclesiastical power controlled kingdomsand

dominated the religious world for many
centuries. Daniel described it as the “Little
Horn” [Dan.7:8; 20-25; 8:9-12] and Paul
referred to it asthe “man of sin” [2Thes.2:2-
4]. Thereis clearly no other power on earth
that so precisely fits the following eleven
Biblecriteria. [Rev.13:1-10; 15-18].

(1) THE BEAST RISES OUT OF THE
SEA (Rev.13:1) = In Scripture water such
as “sea’ represents a multitude of people,
nations, and tongues [Rev.17:15]. So these
beasts arose from an area of the densely
populated civilized world. This describes
perfectly the densely populated area of
Rome in Western Europe where the Papal
power arose and has its seat of power.

(20 THE BEAST HAS SEVEN HEADS
AND TEN HORNS (Rev.13:1) = To
positively identify the papacy as the seven
headed and ten horned beast we can reference
other Scriptures concerning the same subject
matter. The beast described in Revelation 13
is actually an amalgamation of theforth beast
described in Dani€el’s vision [Dan.7:15-20]
and is also related to the toes of the statuein
Nebuchadnezzar’sdream [Dan.2:31-35].

It iswell established in secular history and
accepted by the Christian world that the
beasts and parts of the statue in these
prophecies represent the four major empires
dominating theworld [Dan.7:17,23] from 600
years before Christ to the final climax of
earth’s history. [The Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, vol.3, p.634]. Review of
these will establish who the seven heads
and ten horns on the beast represent.

I. The Lion [Dan.7:4] or The Head of
Gold [Dan.2:32] = Babylon’srule from 605
- 538 B.C. and was like a lion with eagle
wings. A lion and head of gold perfectly
described the empire of Babylon because it
was the greatest of all kingdoms and the
wings described the swiftness in which it
conguered thecivilized world.

Il. TheBear [Dan.7:5] or TheBreast and
Arms of Silver [Dan.2:32] = Medo-Persia
ruled from 538 - 331 B.C. Thebear perfectly
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describes the cruel and rapacious
characteristics of the Medes and Persians.
The threeribs signify the three provinces of
Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt. The bear being
inferior tothelionand silver inferior to gold,
describes how Medio-Persiawas inferior to
Babylon inwealth and magnificence.

I11. The Leopard [Dan.7:6] or The Belly
and Thighs of brass [Dan.2:32] = Greece
ruled from 331 - 168 B.C. The four wings
represent the conquests of Greece under
Alexander that had no paralel inancient times
for rapidity in conquest of the then civilized
world. The four heads represents the four
generals to whom his kingdom was divided
following his death.

IV. The Dreadful and Terrible Beast
[Dan.7:7] or The Great Legs of Iron
[Dan.2:33] = Rome and the ten horns ruled
from 168 B.C. - 476 A.D. At its inception
the empire of Rome was unequaled in the
dread and terror it inspired as it ground
nations into the dust beneath its feet.

Theseven headsand ten horns[Rev.13:1]
= Rome spilt into ten kingdoms between 351
A.D.-476A.D. Scripturea so describesthese
astheten horns of Daniel 7:7,20 and the ten
toeson the statue of Daniel 2:4. Thefeet that
were"“iron mixed withmiry clay” [Dan.2:43]
represented these ten final divisions of the
Roman empire. God said they “shall not
cleaveoneto another” [Dan.2:43] and history
proves with the futile efforts of Hitler in
WW |1 that God's Word is true and these
nations will never be reunited. These ten
divisions were the Alamanni (Germans),
Visigoths (Spanish), Franks (French), Suevi
(Portugese), Burgundians (Swiss), Anglo-
Saxons (English), Lombards(Italians) and the
three who are now extinct the Ostrogoths,
Vandals, and Heruli [Dan.7:24; Dan.2:4].

Then “another shall arise after them”
[Dan.7:24; 7:8] also called the “Little
Horn” [Dan.7:8], and a “diverse”
kingdom [Dan.7:24] = While thefirst ten
werepolitical kingdomsthisonewasadiverse
ecclesiastical power. Thisisthe same power
that rose up after theten hornsin Revelation

13:2. Out of theruinsof political Rome, arose
the great Empire in the giant form of the
Roman Church (A. C. Flick, The Rise of the
Mediaeval Church [1900], p. 150)- Her
emergence began in the year of 476 and she
rose to full power by 538 A.D. History and
the Bible prove beyond a doubt that the
“LittleHorn”—[the dreaded beast of Rev.13:1;
Dan.7:8; 7:24; Rev.14:9] is the Papacy.

She plucked up three horns by the roots
[Dan.7:8; 7:20]. Proving her power, the
Pope of Rome destroyed the Ostrogoths,
Vandals, and Heruli because they refused to
become* Christian” leaving seven heads.

(3) RECEIVES POWER, SEAT, AND
AUTHORITY FROM THE DRAGON
[Rev.13:2] = Satanisthe“dragon” [Rev.20:2]
giving the beast its power and political
position. The “seat” of a kingdom is its
capital. Herod, Rome's ruler, was clearly
controlled by Satanic influence as he sought
the death of Christ [Rev.12:3-5;12:9; 13:2;
Matt.2:13]. It was this same pagan Rome,
under the decree of Justinian, that fulfilled
this prophecy by turning over her authority
and capital city to the Papacy— “the dragon
gave him his power, and his seat, and great
authority.”

(49) SEEKSWORSHIPAND ISGUILTY
OF BLASHPHEMY [Rev.13:1,4,5,6,8;
Dan.7:8,20] = The Bible describes
blasphemy as an attack on the name of God
[Rev.13:6]. In other wordsto claim to be God
and claim the rights that only He has
[JIn.10:32,33]. One specific privilegethat only
members of the Godhead can grant is
forgiveness [Mk.2:9,10]. Here is a direct
quotefrom aCatholic catechism: “ThePriest
doesreadlly and truly forgivethesinsinvirtue
of the power givento him by Christ.” Joseph
Deharbe, S.J., A Complete Catechism of the
Catholic Religion (New York: Schwartz,
Kirwin & Fauss, 1924), p.279.

The Papal organization’s leader has also
claimed power over the angels of God. “In-
deed, the excellence and power of the Roman
pontiff is not only in the sphere of heavenly
things, earthly things, and those of the lower
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regions, but even abovethe angels, thanwhom
hehimself isgreater” (trandated from Lucius
Ferraris, Papa ll, Prompta Bibliotheca,
Vol. VI, p. 27

(5 THE BEAST WAS “LIKE” A
LEOPARD, WITH FEET OF A BEAR,
AND THE MOUTH OF A LION
(Rev.13:2) = The “Leopard’ headed by
Alexander ordered his people to worship
him as a god. The Papacy beast power of
Revelation 13 ruled by the Pope took on
the Greek culture of claiming worship as
God.

The “bear” power, Medo-Persia, is still
known today for its claims of infalibility.
Oncealaw wasmadeit could not bereversed
[Dan.6:15]. The Pope “asthefeet of abear”
claimsthissameinfalibility.

The “Lion” empire Babylon, is still known
today as awonder of the world. Its prideful
rulers blasphemously claim status and
worship as God and so does the Pope—"his
mouth as the mouth of alion.”

(6) RULES FOR 42 PROPHETIC
MONTHS [Rev.13:5; 11:2; Dan.7:25] =
The Bible says that the beast was given
power to reign for 42 months. In prophecy
one day equals one year [Ezek.4:6;
Numb.14:34]. A Jewish month contained
30 days so 30 x 42 days equals 1260 years
[Rev.11:3; 12:6]. The Little Horn or Papal
powers ruled from 538 A.D. to 1798
exactly 1,260 years. This era was termed
“The Dark Ages” because the church
forbade all but the church leaders to read
the Scriptures.

(7) PERSECUTED THE SAINTS
[Rev.13:10; 17:6; Dan.7:25] = During the
Papal rule those who did not submit to
her dogmatic apostate beliefs were
considered enemies of the church.
Pressured by her power, the civil
authorities under the direction of the
“Inquisitional Courts,” persecuted and
killed Christians unwilling to recant their
Bible-based beliefs. [New Catholic
Encyclopedia - Washington, D.C.: The

Catholic University of America, 1967,
vol.14, p. 208: Torture and the Church].

(8) RECEIVES A DEADLY WOUND
[Rev.13:3] = The Papal power temporarily
ended when Romewasforced to retreat from
the Arian invaders and the French genera
Berthier arrested and exiled Pope Pius VI—
who died in prison. This deadly wound was
deliveredin 1798right ontheBiblica schedule.

(99 DEADLY WOUND HEALS AND
“ALL THEWORLDWONDEREDAFTER
THE BEAST” [Rev.13:3] = The Scriptures
aso predicted that the deadly wound would
heal. Since 1798 the Papal |eaders have
continued to regain influence and power. The
leaders of all the countries of the world
consider it a privilege to give honor to the
Pope. As he travels the globe, the Pope is
often the focus of television and newspaper
headlines, gaining prestige as the world
“wonders” after him.

(20) THE MAN HASTHE NUMBER
666 [Rev.13:18] = The man representing the
Papal power isthe Pope. Thetitle he claims
is, “Vicar of the Son of God.” which is
“VicariousFilii Dei” inthe official language
of Latin. If you convert each letter of this
title to Roman numerals-they total 666.

(11) HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO
CHANGE “TIMES AND LAWS’
[Dan.7:25] = The Beast power in its own
publications blatantly claims authority over
God to alter Hislaws. “The Pope has power
to change times, to abrogate laws, and to
dispense with all things, even the precepts
of Christ.” Decretal, de Tranlatic Episcop

The Catholic church has attempted to change
God's ten commandments. The second
commandment which forbids bowing down
to images is removed, and the tenth which
forbids coveting, is divided into two.

There is clearly no person or organization
other than the Catholic Papacy that fits all
these Bible-based criteria that God has
provided in His Word to warn us who the
beast power is.
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Appendix

Appendix F - The“Image” of the Beast

The “image” of the Beast must also be
identifiedtoavoid “themark” [Rev.14:9]. Just
as God provides information on how to
identify the beast He has also provided 5
characteristics of its “image’ so we can be
fully informed and avoid receiving its mark.

There isonly one nation that exists on earth
today that meets the first three of these five
predictions that have come to pass. The
obviousisthat the United Statesis on track
to become the “image of the beast.”

(1) CAME OUT OF THE EARTH
[Rev.13:11] = Sinceweearlier discovered that
Bible prophecy uses “water” to describe a
heavily populated area[Rev.17:15] thenwemay
concludethat the" earth” isasparsely popul ated
area. The United States did not conquer by
force as the four beasts of Daniel 2 and 7 and
Reveaion13and 14. The United Stateroseto
power in a sparsely populated land.

(20 WAS“COMING UPOUT OF THE
EARTH” WHEN THE PAPACY
RECEIVING ITS DEADLY WOUND
[Rev.3:3,11] = We know from our study of
the Beast that this deadly wound was
delivered in 1798. On March 1, 1789 the
Constitution of the United States went into
effect. As predicted this newly emerging
world power came into existence as the
Papacy received her deadly wound.

(3) IT WAS “ANOTHER BEAST”
[Rev.13:11] = According to John it was
“another beast” so it could not be any other
preexisting power. This criteria would rule
out all the preexisting European countries as
being the “image of the beast.”

(49 HAD 2 HORNSASA LAMB BUT
SPAKE AS A DRAGON [Rev.13:11] =
Thelamb represents the gentleness offered
in religious freedom to all. Then speaking
as a“dragon” represents alater changein
its original nature. The United States
Constitution, based on the philosophy of
freedom of worship, perfectly fits the
description of the Lamb. The term “lamb”

also indicates youthfulness—the United
States came into existance after all the
previously discussed beasts. The “two
horns” on the lamb represents the United
States’ greatest claims of both civil and
religiousfreedom.

(5) EXERCISESALL THE POWER OF
THE FIRST BEAST BEFORE IT
TO FORCE WORSHIP [Rev.13:12;15]=
In opposition to the forced participation in
the “mother church” apostate teachings
Martin Luther nailed the 95 Thesis on
doctrinal error to the church door in
Whittenburg marking the beginning of the
great religious Reformation. The pursuing
of thisreligiousfreedom wasthe motivating
factor for those coming on the May Flower
to establish this nation.

One hundred years ago it was common to
hear this same information identifying the
beast resounding from virtually all Protestant
pulpits. This fact can be easily established
by reading the sermons and historical notes
about the founders of the different
denominations. Now from the majority of
them you don’'t hear this message. Thisis
thewound of the Papacy continuing to heal.
The theme of the day isto put away the past
and join handswith the“mother church” that
once forced her views on the people. Now
Protestant churches, once a part of the
Reformation, arereadopting the beliefs of the
“beast” power.

It doesn’t take much effort to observe the
terrible rise in crime over the last few
decades. Infulfillment of Paul’s prediction
in the last days we are witnessing,
“..fornication, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate,
deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters,
haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, Without understanding, covenant
breakers, without natural affection,
implacable, unmerciful” [Rom.1:29-31].
The religious majority are tired of it and
are ready to do something about it. They
are organizing political parties and voting
in leaders to use the church-state union to
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attempt to force their religious beliefs on
others. They will “speak like a dragon” to
change the very foundation of religious
freedom that this great nation is based on—
civil and religious freedom. All these
efforts will be “to bring our nation back
into God's favor.”

In resemblance of the papal reign of terror
this power will use civil government to
inflict economic sanctions[Rev.13:15-17]
and eventually the death penalty to those
who refuse to participate in its religious
dictates. This reuniting with the “mother
church” in her apostate beliefs is what is
referred to as the “image” of the beast
[Rev.14:9].

Appendix G
God’'s"Seal” andthe“Mark” of the Beast

The great controversy began and will end
over theissue of worship-the demonstration
of loyalty. The “mark” of the beast or the
“seal” of God is a sign of who has our
allegiance. Every living person will receive
the “mark” of the beast by joining Satan
in rebellion to God's law or receiving
God's “seal” by choosing to obey all His
commandments.

We are told that the “seal” or “mark”
which indicates true or false worship, is
located in the “forehead” or on the “hand”
[Rev.14:9]. The “forehead” is the
decision making portion of the brain and
the “hand” represents action. These are
not visible marks [Heb.10:16] but rather
a choice followed by an action. God's
sealed people “keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus.”
[Rev.14:12]. The individuals who have
received God’s seal as commandment
keepers will be protected through the
seven plagues [Rev.9:4; 7:3]. Those who
follow the apostate religious practices of
the beast will receiveits“mark” and suffer
destruction [Rev.14:9-11].

You may ask, “Why is keeping God’'s
commandments and specifically the fourth
such an important issue?’ We were warned

by the prophet Daniel, in hisvision that the
beast power, motivated by Satanic influence,
would “Think to change times and laws’
[Dan.7:25]. Thefourth commandment isthe
only one that involves time.

A “seal” contains three things: the ruler’s
name, title, and the domain under
command. An earthly example is the
presidential seal which containstheruler’s
name, thetitle: “President” and the domain:
“The United States of America.” Located
in the heart of God’'s law is the fourth
commandment which contains every
element of God's seal, “...the LORD [His
name] made [title of Creator] heaven and
earth, the sea [His domain].” Satan has
focused his attack on the fourth
commandment which calls usto remember
and worship God as our Creator by keeping
Hisday holy [Ex.20:8-11; Mk.2:28]. Satan
has cleverly, over time, managed to blind
the majority of the Christian world to the
blessing and importance of the Sabbath.
Just as God used Sabbath observance as a
test of loyalty for the Children of Israel
in the desert [Ex.16:4-6] it will be atesting
point of our allegiance in the last days.

You may ask, “When is the mark of the
beast received?” The Bible predicts the
lamb-like beast will be transformed into
theimage of the beast and speak asadragon
[Rev.13:11]. Because of influencefrom the
Papacy [the beast], the image of the beast
[the Protestant churches reunited in the
apostasy of false doctrine with the
Papacy] will speak asadragon by exerting
pressure for all Christians to conform to
the beast’s religious practices. This will
be done first by economic sanctions and
eventually physical force. At that point
every living person will have made the
choice to accept God's “seal” by obeying
His commandments [Rev.14:12; 12:17]
despite persecution or receive the “mark”
of the beast by observing itsfalse doctrines
[Rev.14:7-9]. Until the above events occur
the mark of the beast will not be received
by anyone. In mercy God is still calling
His people out of the false doctrines of
Babylon [Rev.18:1-4].
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Seeds c:f

“Wisdom

P -
ILE STUDY GUIDE

* Prayer Groups! * Church Study Groups!
* Prison Ministries!  * ClassroomWorkbook!
*Personal Sharing!  * Personal Devotion!

Sepsto Christ Bible Sudy Guide

This study guide, based on the classic soul winning book, “Seps To Christ”,
points the reader to Jesus Christ — the only One who is able to meet the needs
of the soul. It unfolds the simplicity of Christ's saving grace and the victory
offered to you by His keeping power. This life-changing book is now available
in a Bible study format in Spanish or simplified English.

The Great Controversy Bible Sudy Guide

The commentary following the questions is the original text adapted from
13 of the last 14 abridged chapters of The Great Controversy. In a Bible
study format, this life-changing publication presents the Biblical history of
the great conflict between the powers of good and evil, between life and
death. Starting from the origin of sin and concluding with its extermination,
you will search out knowledge that will affect your eternal destiny. Just a few
of the important topics covered are: communication with the dead; the law
of God; observance of God's holy day; the mark of the beast; the time of
trouble; the coming of Christ; and the destruction of the earth.

Seeds of Wisdom Christ’s Object Lessons Bible
Sudy Series

In teaching with parables, Christ’s purpose was to use nature as a medium
to teach the spiritual and connect us with the truths of His written Word.
“Seeds of Wisdom” uses the parables based on seeds and plants from the
classic, “Christ’s Object Lessons” as commentary in a life-changing Bible
interactive study series.

The Sanctified Life Bible Sudy Guide

Are you tired of playing spiritual games? Are you ready to experience the
blessing that comes from full surrender and a daily connection with God? By
studying the lives of Daniel, John, and the example of Christ, this guide will
encourage, inspire, and challenge you to a deeper experience with God.

Promise of Peace Bible Sudy Guide

This study guide answers the following questions and many more. Who is
God? What is His character like? Does God care for me as an individua? Is
His Word trustworthy? How can | get to know and communicate with Him?
How can | find freedom from guilt and have inner peace? What is temptation?
Why do | struggle with sin? What is some practical, Bible based wisdom that
brings victory and peace?
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